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As we watch the horrifying slaughter unfold in Gaza, bear in mind the Israeli psychosis
that fuels and justifies it. Here are comments from three rightwing Israelis - two leading
politicians and a professor - who very much reflect a strain of mainstream thinking in Israel,
one that the international media largely avoids noting.

Each, in their different ways, is advocating a genocide of the Palestinians.

Ayelet Shaked, of economics minister Naftali Bennett’s Jewish Home party, calls on her
Facebook page for murdering the mothers of what she terms Palestinian “terrorists” (a very
broad concept indeed in current Israeli thinking) so that they cannot give birth to more
“little snakes”:

They have to die and their houses should be demolished so that they cannot
bear any more terrorists. They are all our enemies and their blood should be on
our hands. This also applies to the mothers of the dead terrorists. ...

[The terrorists] are all enemy combatants, and their blood shall be on all their
heads. Now this also includes the mothers of the martyrs, who send them to
hell with flowers and kisses. They should follow their sons, nothing would be
more just. They should go, as should the physical homes in which they raised
the snakes. Otherwise, more little snakes will be raised there.

Mordechai Kedar, a lecturer on Arabic literature at Bar Ilan University, believes the sisters
and mothers of Palestinian “terrorists” should be raped:

A terrorist, like those who kidnapped the boys [in the West Bank on June 12]
and killed them, the only thing that will deter them, is if they know that either
their sister or mother will be raped if they are caught. What can we do? This is
the culture that we live in.

Note that his university did not reprimand him. They defended his comments:

The purpose was to define the culture of death of the terrorist organizations.
Dr Kedar illustrated in his words the bitter reality of the Middle East and the
inability of a modern and law-abiding country to fight the terror of suicide
bombers.
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And finally we have Moshe Feiglin, a deputy speaker of the Israeli parliament and a member
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party, urging the Israeli army to kill
Palestinians in Gaza indiscriminately and use every means possible to get them to leave:

[Netanyahu] announces that Israel is about to attack military targets in their
area and urges those who are not involved and do not wish to be harmed to
leave immediately. Sinai is not far from Gaza and they can leave. This will be
the limit of Israel’s humanitarian efforts. ... All the military and infrastructural
targets will be attacked with no consideration for ‘human shields’ or
‘environmental damage’. ...

The IDF will conquer the entire Gaza, using all the means necessary to
minimize any harm to our soldiers, with no other considerations. ... The enemy
population that is innocent of wrong-doing and separated itself from the armed
terrorists will be treated in accordance with international law and will be
allowed to leave. Israel will generously aid those who wish to leave.

This psychosis is not going to get better on its own. In fact, it's going to get much worse.
How much worse will depend entirely on the continuing inaction of western leaders.
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