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The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute reports that developments in North
Korea’s nuclear program “contributed to international political instability with potentially
serious knock-on effects.”

SIPRI says that as of January 2017 the United States, Russia, Britain, France, China, India,
Pakistan, Israel and North Korea together had an estimated 15,000 nuclear weapons.

Out of the above nine nuclear weapons states, only one is undeclared – that is the state of
Israel, which is estimated to have built-up a secret arsenal of up to 400 warheads – all
unidentified by the UN’s International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Should that figure be substantiated that would place the Israeli state as either the 3rd or 4th
most powerful nuclear state in the world, after the US and Russia and the highest nuclear
weapons state, per capita, anywhere on the planet.

However, the vital fact is that Israel is not a party to the IAEA and therefore not subject to
inspection or report by the UN’s international Agency and is also not a party to the nuclear
Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and that makes the global situation fraught with danger for
future peace.

It is seriously complicated by the fact that the Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu,
is  determined to  shift  the global  spotlight  away from Israel’s  massive,  covert,  nuclear
weapons program to that of Iran which, of course, has no nuclear weapons whatsoever but
which is a party to the NPT and, furthermore, subject to inspection by the IAEA.

These  facts  would  appear  to  indicate  the  most  dangerous  military  confidence  trick  ever
perpetrated  on  a  naive  international  community.

Report on nuclear weapon programs and inspection of nuclear weapon stocks should be a
mandatory requirement for participation in international trade, failing which there should be
economic sanctions against any recalcitrant state that poses a nuclear threat to world
peace.

North Korea today reminds us that the world is no longer a safe place for anyone, anymore.
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