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Secessionist movements are nothing new to history and have been endorsed in the past, by
some great statesmen such as US president Woodrow Wilson. Yet the upcoming Crimean
referendum is given by the west much attention, almost as if it was setting some dangerous
precedent and had to be interdicted. Or as if it were a unique case, which it isn’t. Why now? 
Or why is the west so eager to nip in the bud the potential for the formation of a “break
away  state”  in  the  Crimean  peninsula?   Possibly  because  Western  powers  who  with
vehemence and vituperation (unmatched in shrillness even during the worst days of the
cold  war)  are  denouncing  the  upcoming  referendum on  the  possible  formation  of  an
independent or quasi-sovereign region in Ukraine, are themselves, dealing with secessionist
movements at home.

For instance, the United Kingdom has to grapple with the unpalatable possibility of Scotland
splitting away from the rest of the unitary state later this year.  For its part, Canada (with
almost one millions people of Ukrainian decent) is one of the most vocal opponents to the
Crimean referendum. Yet it is presently dealing with a revival of a home-grown, separatist
threat in Quebec.  The majority French-speaking province is  presently immersed in an
unexpected election campaign, which might return a nationalist party back to power with a
potential  majority.  If  this  occurs,  then some ardent nationalists might interpret the re-
election of the Parti Québécois as a prelude to a third referendum on independence. Ottawa
naturally is on high alert to this potential outcome.
 
The US also one of the loudest voices in the anti- referendum chorus has seen secessionist

threats of its own in the past and also in the present. During the 19th century there was the
civil war. And we all know how Washington dealt with that situation: it was crushed in a
bloody  prolonged  conflict,  which  traumatised  the  nation  and  scarred  its  memory  forever.  
Furthermore, the US today is not totally immune to separatist-nationalist scenarios in the
making. Witness the revival of the Puerto Rican nationalist-independence movement
Michael  Werbowski  is  a  Vienna  based  reporter  who  specialises  in  geopolitical  and
international news analysis

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Michael Werbowski, Global Research, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-werbowski
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
http://blog.panampost.com/frank-worley-lopez/2014/03/05/time-for-a-new-puerto-rican-independence-movement/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-werbowski
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 2

Articles by: Michael
Werbowski

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-werbowski
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-werbowski
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

