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US National Security Advisor McMaster claimed that Russia is meddling in the upcoming
Mexican elections.

This explosive news was shared by Reuters, which in turn was reporting on a mid-
December video of a speech that McMasters gave to the Jamestown Foundation and which
was just posted on a Mexican journalist’s Twitter account over the weekend. In it, one of the
US’ most influential security figures says in relation to the unsubstantiated claims of Russian
interference in foreign elections that “you’ve seen, actually, initial signs of it in the Mexican
presidential campaign already”, but to Reuters’ credit they added that he didn’t elaborate
on this afterwards and even cited an expert who remarked that “so far, it's just
speculation”.

That said, Reuters attempted to propel the paranoia forward by remarking that the leftist
populist-nationalist candidate Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, commonly known by his
abbreviated initials as AMLO, is “seen by some analysts as the Kremlin’s favorite, given the
positive coverage he has received from government-funded media outlets like Sputnik and
Russia Today”, thus relying on the conspiracy theory that everything on Russia’s publicly
funded international media outlets is apparently aired on direct orders of the Kremlin, which
isn’'t true at all. Nor, for that matter, is the inference in the report that Russia is backing
AMLO because of its desire to sow problems between the US and Mexico.

There's credence to the forecast that AMLO’s potential victory would complicate US-Mexican
relations because of the contradictory visions of their two leaders in that case, but this, as
well as Russian international media’s detailed coverage of the leftist populist-nationalist
candidate, don’t in and of themselves “prove” anything about Moscow’s alleged meddling in
the upcoming elections. Rather, McMaster’s hysterical claim seems to be part of a
preemptive infowar designed to discredit AMLO’s potential victory just like the
Clintons tried to do with Trump’s over the same issue of alleged “Russian
interference”, thereby suggesting that the US’ permanent military, intelligence,
and diplomatic bureaucracies (or “deep state”) assess his odds of winning to be
much higher than is publicly being reported.

That would explain why one of the top decision makers in the Trump Administration is
already rolling out the weaponized narrative that Russia is supposedly backing AMLO, since
they also want to add ammunition to the right-wing’s arsenal of personalized attacks in
order to scare the electorate away from voting for him. Thus, it's actually the US that’s
openly interfering in the Mexican elections, just as it always has to one extent or another,
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and not Russia, with McMaster’s clumsily blatant hypocrisy emphasizing just how high
Washington believes the geostrategic stakes to its security to be if “the wrong guy” gets
into power and how desperate the US is to stop that from happening.

The post presented is the partial transcript of the CONTEXT COUNTDOWN radio program on
Sputnik News, aired on Friday Jan 12, 2018:

https://video.img.ria.ru/Out/MP3/20180112/2018 01 12 CONTEXTCOUNTDOWN135120118_
u52wtuo.nz0.mp3
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