Center for Research on Globalizaticn

The UK Blames Russia for the Spy Poisoning: It's
Time to Set Our Emotions Aside and Look at the
Facts

By Alex Gorka Region: Europe, Russia and FSU

Global Research, March 18, 2018 Theme: Intelligence, Media Disinformation

Strategic Culture Foundation 17 March 2018

The world held its breath watching the British government rant and rave. The threats were
truly scary and the ultimatum was grim enough to give one goosebumps. Finally it all boiled
down to the expulsion of 23 diplomats, threats to freeze suspicious bank accounts, the
suspension of some bilateral contacts, a revoked invitation for the Russian FM to visit the
UK, and the cancellation of plans by senior officials and members of the royal family to
travel to see the World Cup games.

Diplomatic relations will not be severed. Russia was not added to the list of state sponsors of
terrorism, as the PM had threatened to do. Instead, the British government announced some
rather symbolic retaliation measures, some of which are nothing more than compliance with
the Criminal Finances Act that has been in effect since 2017.

All in all, it’s much ado about nothing. No trade wars. RT can continue broadcasting. The
relationship has taken a hit, but far less than what had been anticipated. The question is —
why did London stop short of full-blown row with Moscow?

Voices were heard calling for a detailed investigation before any final conclusions were
reached. Labor Leader Jeremy Corbyn said the UK needed “a robust dialogue with Russia on
all the issues” and warned against cutting off ties. He came under harsh criticism in
Parliament, although the only thing Mr. Corbyn wanted was some evidence to go on before
pointing the finger at Moscow. He just wondered why the government had not made a
formal request for information in accordance with Article 9, clause 2 of the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC)? He got an emotional response, but nobody explained why the
procedures described in the convention had not been invoked.

And what if Mr. Skripal pulls through and offers quite a different story? What if new
witnesses appear whose testimony moves the investigation in a different direction?

The UK evidently does not want to go the whole nine yards to uncover the truth. It prefers to
make accusations first and launch a halfhearted investigation second.

There is a very important fact that has been almost completely ignored by the British media.
Where did the poisoning take place? Yes, we know, the name of that sleepy town is
Salisbury. That's where Mr. Skripal lives. On March 16, Defense Secretary Gavin
Williamson announced that the UK would spend 48 million pounds ($67 million) on a new
chemical-warfare defense center. It will be built at Porton Down, a military research
laboratory that has manufactured the nerve agents VX and sarin.
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Where do you think that lab is located? Right, less than eight miles from Mr.
Skipal’s home in Salisbury. Vladimir Pasechnik, a senior Soviet expert on biological
warfare, who defected to the UK in 1989, worked there. He died in 2001. Russia again? Not
a chance. Where he lived was no secret and he had worked there quietly for so many years.
It's the research he did at the Porton Down laboratory that was kept under lock and key. He
quit the laboratory in 2000 to set up a business of his own. Since he was no longer working
for the government, he was in a position to reveal awkward information. You never know
about the people involved in hush-hush activities, and the timing of the events could be a
coincidence. But it might not be.

The UK officially ceased all activities associated with nerve gas development in 1989 but
scandalous stories about Porton Down have been leaked much more recently. The people
who worked in the facility were dying under the most suspicious circumstances. In 2010,
the Daily Mail published a very interesting report about these mysterious deaths — all
related to the development of nerve agents — which was a fact that had been kept under
wraps before. Porton Down featured prominently in all those stories. Wouldn’t this be a good
time to remember those in connection with Mr. Skripal’s poisoning?

And another question pops up. Why is the UK refusing to give Russia the samples of
the deadly substance known as Novichok that it says was used to poison the former spy?
Isn’t it because the real poison was not Novichok but some other agent developed at Porton
Down? Could be. You never know. This guess would at least explain the refusal.

Nothing can be said for certain but it's only natural to look at what we know and make
guesses. That's what analysts are for. Maybe this scenario wasn’'t what happened, but there
is nothing to rule it out.

After all, Mr. Skripal and his daughter got immediate emergency medical assistance. It
arrived at once. Intelligence services? Who knows, but the victims were injected with an
unknown substance almost immediately. Someone had known in advance that they’'d need
help. This is an undeniable fact. Another coincidence? Aren’t there too many of them?

Anyway, the work to determine exactly what substance poisoned Mr. Skripal and his
daughter was done nowhere else but Porton Down. Wasn't it amazing how quickly they were
able to say with absolute certainty that the nerve agent was Russian-produced Novichok?
They are unbelievably talented people because normally that takes some time.

What next? The UK does not want to go it alone. It has raised the issue in the UN. It has
approached NATO. The Skripal case will be added to the agenda at the March 22-23 EU
summit and even the talks on Brexit.

The Russiagate scandal in the US appears to be dying down. The Skripal case, as well as the
furor raised over the events in Eastern Ghouta, Syria, will breathe new life into the ongoing,
well-orchestrated attacks on Moscow.

These days the divided West faces many challenges. Just look at the divisions threatening
NATO and the EU. There is nothing better than an external enemy, even an imaginary one,
to keep the West united and led by the US. That’s where Russia comes in. We may never
know who is to blame for the attempt on Mr. Skripal’s life — it’s not important for those who
are leading the anti-Russia campaign. No opportunity to pour more fuel on the fire of anti-
Russia sentiments should be passed up. The British government seems up to the task.
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