Center for Research on Globalizaticn

The Syria “Gun-Running Program”: US and Britain
Channel Large Shipments of Weapons to Al Qaeda
Terrorists

US and British-Backed Weapons Airlift From Croatia

By Patrick Henningsen Region: Middle East & North Africa
Global Research, March 11, 2013 Theme: US NATO War Agenda
21st Century Wire In-depth Report: SYRIA

It’s well known by now that NATO and the Gulf States initial plans to overturn the sovereign
state of Syria has been running behind schedule since their operation was launched two
years ago. They had hoped for the sort of slam dunk which they enjoyed in overturning the
country of Libya in late 2011.

This same formula could not be applied again however, so Plan B, a ground war using
proxies has meant a longer drawn out conflict. It hasn’'t been working fast enough in Syria,
and western backed terrorist groups still sustaining heavy losses in their fight to topple the
Assad government on behalf of the NATO and its Gulf allies.

The main obstacle with Plan B is that the very idea of directly arming terrorists in Syria is
not one which can be sold openly in either the US or Britain.

From the NATO Allied corner, something drastic needed to be done...

Whilst politicians in the West, namely those in Washington DC, London and parts of Europe,
have been publicly denying that they were helping to organise running arms into Syria and
issuing very public pleads for ‘humanitarian aid’ for those they identify as the Syrian
Opposition, activity back stage has been furious. The debate in government and the media
has been mere window dressing for the real operation being quietly carried out.

NATO Gun-running via Croatia

[=lit can now be revealed that NATO allied nations were busy using proxy states to drive
their war in Syria - putting together one of the biggest international black operation
transfers of military supplies in recent history. So it's official: large caches of hardware from
the West have been transferred to the Syrian jihadist mercenary collective known as the
‘Free Syrian Army’ , ‘Syrian Rebels’, or ‘Syrian Opposition’ - depending on who you ask, a
brash move which may be vehemently opposed by other UN Security Council members -
namely Russia and China.

Multiple media sources reveal the details of this massive airlift comprised of 75 airplanes,
and an estimated 3,000 tons of military weaponry on board has left Croatia and has
already been delivered... to Syria.

It is also confirmed from these reports that Saudi Arabia has financed a large portion of this
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purchase secretly transported to al Qaeda and other FSA fighters - who are working with the
support of the CIA, MI6 and others, along with other financial and material support of Qatar
and Saudi, to further destabilise and overthrow the Assad government in Syria.

Croatia’s daily newspaper Jutarnji List reported:

“From the start of November last year, till February this year, 75 planes flew
out from Zagreb Airport with over 3,000 tons of weapons and ammunition
bound for Syrian rebels...The newspaper, quoting diplomatic sources, says that
besides Croatian weapons the planes were full with weapons from other
European countries including the UK. The weapons were organised by the
United States of America.

Sources say that the first few flights to leave Croatia bound for Syria with
weapons were operated by Turkish Cargo, which is owned by Turkish Airlines.
After those flights, Jordanian International Air Cargo took over the flights. The
deal to provide arms to the rebels was made between American officials and
the Croatian Ambassador to the US.”

In addition to this huge gun-running operation, Croatia also appears to be guilty of either
having advanced knowledge, or possibly coordinating with Syrian terrorists as evidenced by
their recently withdraw all of troops from the UN observer mission in Golan Heights,
indicating that the recent kidnapping by Free Syrian Army Terrorists of at least 20 UNIFIL
peacekeepers in the Golan Heights was known in advance by Croatia. The incident may
have been designed to pull Syria’s southern neighbor, Israel, even closer to the conflict, a
development which would almost surely prompt the UN to declare this as trigger to a
regional crisis, followed by an authorised military intervention.

If it was known by Croatia, then one can only conclude that this was also known by US and
British operatives as well. Both the US and Britain will naturally claim deniability as their
legal out in this case, by deniability through the use of proxies makes no innocent parties
when the prospect of a multi-regional war beckons as a result of the west’s financial,
logistical, political, and now material involvement in the overthrow of a sovereign state and
internationally recognised government.

US officials are on record as admitting to helping arrange the weapons airlift, as cited in this
Feb 25, 2012 article in the New York Times:

“An official in Washington said the possibility of the transfers from the Balkans was
broached last summer, when a senior Croatian official visited Washington and suggested to
American officials that Croatia had many weapons available should anyone be interested in
moving them to Syria’s rebels.”

waTerrorist receive recoilless guns from the former Yugoslavia.
Revelations are not limited to the Croatian news report, as we see the US and Europe’s
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mainstream media wall of silence has begun to crack, including here a recent report from
London’s Daily Telegraph sent across Syria’s borders with Jordan and NATO-member Turkey.
The article entitled, “US and Europe in ‘major airlift of arms to Syrian rebels through

Zagreb'“goes on to give further details of direct European involvement in illegal weapons
running:

“The United States has coordinated a massive airlift of arms to Syrian rebels from Croatia
with the help of Britain and other European states, despite the continuing European Union
arms embargo, it was claimed yesterday...

Decisions by William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, to provide non-lethal assistance and
training, announced in the past week, were preceded by much greater though less direct
Western involvement in the rebel cause, according to a Croat newspaper.

The shipments were allegedly paid for by Saudi Arabia at the bidding of the United States,
with assistance on supplying the weapons organised through Turkey and Jordan, Syria’s
neighbours.

...as from Croatia, weapons came “from several other European countries
including Britain”, without specifying if they were British-supplied or British-
procured arms.

British military advisers however are known to be operating in countries
bordering Syria alongside French and Americans, offering training to rebel
leaders and former Syrian army officers...

... The weapons, including rocket launchers, recoil-less guns and the M79 anti-
tank weapon, have been seen in rebel hands in numerous videos, and were first
spotted by an arms expert Eliot Higgins, who blogs under the name Brown Moses.
He traced them moving from Dera’a in the south, near the Jordanian border, to
Aleppo and Idlib provinces in the north.”

EHague: Denies Britain’s involvement in gun-running. (right)

It is also no big secret that Britain has deployed a significant contingent of troops and
support personnel to Jordan at least as far back as Autumn 2012 as part of its ongoing ‘joint
military exercises’ with the Jordan military, but this latest revelation puts into clearer
perspective the overwhelming likelihood that high level British military operation have
actually been involved in the transfer of arms from Jordan into the hands of the international
terrorist confab of mostly foreign fighter running under the west’s media banner of “Syrian
Rebels”.

Consequences for Croatia, and Britain

What Britain may be qguilty of here, is cynically - and illegally, trying to side-stepping the EU
embargo on arms into Syria by using the fledgling EU state of Croatia as their delivery
mechanism, because Croatia does not officially join the EU until July 1, and has not
implemented any binding EU legislation. This flagrant violation of both EU and international
law should mean that Croatia’s entrance into the EU could be appealed by other members
states willing to raise an objection, with what are now clear grounds to mount a legal
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challenge against Croatia.

Regardless of any EU outcomes however, Croatia at least - is guilty of international war
crimes.

International and EU Sanctions Against the US, Britain, Turkey, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia

As expected, Britain’s Foreign Office denies all of the claims connecting it to the Croatian
gun-running program, but if Britain is involved - even indirectly, through a proxy like
Croatia, or if British military personnel are aiding and abetting these known terrorist fighters
in Syria through the transfer of weaponry, then Britain can also be brought into the
international legal framework to answer for what it has done behind the public’s back.

The international war crimes which are now in the public view could test the legal
framework of the EU, the UN and the ICC in the Hague. The legal door is now open for
charges against state actors including US, Britain, Qatar and Saudi Arabia - for the crimes of
illegally arming a force of foreign fighters and known terrorists in Syria - designed to destroy
the country from within. Many UN resolutions, including the recent Resolution 1973 applied
in Libya by the UN, have been implemented on much more spurious and shaky grounds than
the overwhelming evidence available regarding Syria.

Moreover, Israel’s unwarranted airstrike against a Syrian Military Research facility last
month was also ignored by the UN, but this is not surprising as Israel has long been allowed
to operate outside of international law and norms.

If the international community does not act in this instance, then it opens the door to more
brazen criminality sans borders, which could spawn similar illegal operations against Iran,
opening the door to a Third World War.

France sends ‘aid’ for Syria to Jordan

France played an integral part in the destruction of Libya in 2011, and they might also have
an interest in their former colonial possessions in Syria, but it's not clear as yet if France’s
commitment to overthrowing the Assad government is on par with the US and Britain’s
efforts. Back in August 2012, France had also been sending large shipments designated for
Syria via Jordan, claiming that these shipment contained ‘aid and medical supplies’ -
intended for Syrian refugees. Real Syrian News reported:

“An Antonov 124 cargo aircraft landed at the Marka military airport in Amman
on Saturday. The cargo is said to include a field hospital and medical supplies
for the refugees in the Zaatari camp near the Syrian border. An A310 airliner
carrying 85 French military staff and medical equipment arrived in Jordan on
Thursday.”

After the Croatian airlift, it’s now not a stretch to suspect that other countries could be
involved in similar operations under the cover of supplying ‘humanitarian aid’.

Syria Crisis Planned by the US and NATO Allies Before the ‘Arab Spring’

Despite previous denials and avoiding the issue by states persons like Hillary Clinton and
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William Hague, it is certain that ‘al Qaeda’ terrorists are operating in Syria and receive
various kinds of support from the West and their Gulf allies, and that these are many of the

same terrorist who are responsible for violence and killing in Iraq. The New York Times
confirmed this fact recently:

“Iraqi officials said the extremists operating in Syria are in many cases the very same
militants striking across their country. “We are 100 percent sure from security coordination
with Syrian authorities that the wanted names that we have are the same wanted names
that the Syrian authorities have, especially within the last three months,” Izzat al-
Shahbandar — a close aide to the Iraqi prime minister, Nuri Kamal al-Maliki — said in an
interview on Tuesday. “Al Qaeda that is operating in Iraq is the same as that which is
operating in Syria,” he said.”

Bangkok based analyst, Tony Cartalucci, from Land Destroyer blog, adds another
important piece of evidence in this mix, pointing out the fact that the US and its NATO
operatives have been engineering the crisis in Syria well before the official ‘uprising’ began
in 2011:

“Pulitizer Prize-winning journalist Seymour Hersh, in his 2007 New Yorker report titled,
“The Redirection: Is the Administration’s new policy benefiting our enemies in the war on
terrorism?“stated explicitly that:

“To undermine Iran, which is predominantly Shiite, the Bush Administration has
decided, in effect, to reconfigure its priorities in the Middle East. In Lebanon,
the Administration has cooperated with Saudi Arabia’s government, which is
Sunni, in clandestine operations that are intended to weaken Hezbollah, the
Shiite organization that is backed by Iran. The U.S. has also taken part in
clandestine operations aimed at Iran and its ally Syria. A by-product of these
activities has been the bolstering of Sunni extremist groups that espouse a
militant vision of Islam and are hostile to America and sympathetic to Al
Qaeda.”

Cartalucci provides further background to support the west’'s own knowledge and
involvement is the current crisis:

Is there any doubt that the US has executed this plot in earnest, arming and
funding sectarian extremists “sympathetic to Al Qaeda” on both Syria’s
northern and southern border? Where else, if not from the West and its
regional allies, Israel, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, could extremists be getting their
weapons, cash, and logistical support from?

And of course, Syria’s borders with Jordan and Turkey have been long-ago
identified by the US Army’s own West Point Combating Terrorism Center (CTC)
as hotbeds of sectarian extremist/Al Qaeda activity - hotbeds that the West is
purposefully funneling thousands of tons of weaponry through, while
disingenuously claiming it is attempting to prevent such weapons from falling
into the hands of extremists.

The CTC’s 2007 report, “Al-Qa’ida’s Foreign Fighters in Iraq,” identified Syria’s
southeastern region near Dayr Al-Zawr on the Iraqi-Syrian border, the
northwestern region of Idlib near the Turkish-Syrian border, and Dar’a in the
south near the Jordanian-Syrian border, as having produced the majority of
fighters found crossing over into Irag throughout the duration of the Irag War.
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Image: (Left) West Point’s Combating Terrorism Center’s 2007 report, “Al-
Qa’'ida’s Foreign Fighters in Irag” indicated which areas in Syria Al Qaeda
fighters filtering into Iraq came from during the US invasion/occupation. The
overwhelming majority of them came from Dayr Al-Zawr in Syria’s southeast,
Idlib in the north near the Turkish-Syrian border, and Dar’a in the south near
the Jordanian-Syrian border. (Right) A map indicating the epicenters of violence
in Syria indicate that the exact same hotbeds for Al Qaeda in 2007, now serve
as the epicenters of so-called “pro-democracy fighters.”

These areas are now admittedly the epicenters of fighting, and more
importantly, despite being historical hotbeds of Al Qaeda activity,
precisely where the West is flooding with cash, weapons, and military
“advisers.”

Just like in Libya where the West literally handed an entire nation to sectarian
extremists, we are watching a verbatim repeat in Syria - where we are told Al
Qaeda terrorists are “pro-democracy” “freedom fighters” that deserve US
cash, weapons, and support, when it couldn’'t be any clearer they aren't.

Not only has the US and UK lied to the world about their policy toward Syria
and their current level of support for increasingly overt terrorists committing
an array of atrocities - their latest act including the taking of over 20 UN
peacekeepers hostage in the Golan Heights - but have revealed once again the
manufactured facade that is the “War on Terror...”

Terrorist Groups Currently Active in Syria

Known terrorist groups are operating in Syria and are receiving the full backing of NATO
Allies and Gulf states Qatar and Saudi Arabia. They include - but are not limited to, Saudi
Intelligence-backed Jabhat al-Nusra or ‘al Nursa Front’, the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group,
Abdullah Azzam Brigades and Al Baraa ibn Malik Martyrdom Brigade, the jihadist group
Ahrar al-Sham, the PKK (in northeast Syria), Kata'ib Mohadzherin from the Russian Caucus
region - to name only a few.

Earlier reports of rogue Russian and Chechen terrorists filtering into Syria appear to be

preceded by Salafists killing Sufi leaders in the Russian Federation. The Pakistan

Christian Post reports:

“Recently in Dagestan the Sufi spiritual leader Said Efendi Chirkeisky was killed
by a suicide bomber along with a few followers. This happened in late August
and the closeness to the recent attack against Sufi leaders in Tatarstan is a
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clear reminder that Salafism is a potent force within parts of the Russian
Federation. Therefore, not surprisingly the Russian Federation is extremely
alarmed by major Western powers once more working in collusion with the
FSA, al-Qaeda and a whole array of Salafi terrorist organizations.”

It’s worth noting also that like Libya’s new militant governor of Tripoli, Abdel Hakim
Belhadj, terrorist group Kata’'ib Mohadzherin’s leader Airat Vakhitov was
also imprisoned at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in 2002 after being captured by U.S. forces
in Afghanistan. Both were released and filtered back into fighting regions to organise al
Qaeda-type Islamist groups - both active in countries which the US and NATO have been
actively vying for regime change, in Libya and Syria respectively. You can draw your own
conclusions here about what Guantanamo is in reality.

The same New York Times article(above) also mentions terrorists’ theocratic designs of
establishing some caliphate in the region:

“One Qaeda operative, a 56-year-old known as Abu Thuha who lives in the
Hawija district near Kirkuk in Iraq, spoke to an Iraqi reporter for The New York
Times on Tuesday. “We have experience now fighting the Americans, and
more experience now with the Syrian revolution,” he said. “Our big hope is to
form a Syrian-Iraqi Islamic state for all Muslims...

It’s important to understand that such claims by any shadowy ‘al Qaeda’ figures must also
be balance with the reality that these militants have been historically, and are still today,
directed and funded at the highest levels of both US and Saudi intelligence, and others.
When you see terror spokesman like Ayman al-Zawahri, the alleged leader of Al Qaeda,
praise the Syrian fighters by referring to them as “the lions of the Levant,” in messages
released exclusively via a known CIA media dissemination outlets like SITE, or INTEL
CENTER, then readers should be suspicious of why it’s been released and what political
effect it is designed to have.

Now that some of the scope of NATO Allies operation in Syria has been exposed to the
public, perhaps political representatives and media journalist and editors will be able to
report more accurately on the Syrian crisis, and demand a withdrawl of NATO, Arab League
and others country’s support for the growing and highly dangerous paramilitary and other al
Qaeda-linked terrorist groups who are currently working to take power by destabilising the
country of Syria.

It’s all happening out in the open now.
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