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The  US  has  no  intention  of  going  after  the  terrorists  in  Syria.  The  Al  Qaeda-affiliated
terrorists  continue  to  be  supported  by  Washington.  

This article recounts the 2017 Raqqa Exodus first published in November 2017.

***

Defense Secretary James “Mad Dog” Mattis confirmed in May 2017 Washington’s resolve
to annihilate the ISIS-Daesh terrorists:

“Our  intention  is  that  the  foreign  fighters  do not  survive  the  fight  to  return  home  to
north Africa, to Europe, to America, to Asia, to Africa. We are not going to allow them to do
so… (emphasis added, quoted in the BBC report entitled Raqqa’s Dirty Secret)

That was the “political narrative” of the Pentagon. The unspoken truth is that Uncle Sam
had come to the rescue of the Islamic State. That decision was in all likelihood taken
and carried on the orders of the Pentagon rather than the US State Department.

.

.

Confirmed by a BBC report entitled “Raqqa’s Dirty Secret, the US-led coalition facilitated
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the exodus of ISIS terrorists and their family members  out of their stronghold in Raqqa,
Northern Syria.

.

Screenshot of BBC Report

.

While the BBC report focussed on the details of the smuggling operation, it nonetheless
acknowledges the existence of a “Secret Deal” involving the US and its indefectible British
ally to let the terrorists escape from Raqqa.

.
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Screenshot BBC Report

.

“The deal to let IS fighters escape from Raqqa – de facto capital of their self-declared
caliphate – had been arranged by local  officials.  It  came after  four months of  fighting that
left the city obliterated and almost devoid of people. It would spare lives and bring fighting
to an end. The lives of the Arab, Kurdish and other fighters opposing IS would be spared.

But  it  also  enabled  many  hundreds  of  IS  fighters  to  escape  from  the  city.  At  the  time,
neither the US and British-led coalition, nor the SDF, which it backs, wanted to
admit their part.

Has the pact, which stood as Raqqa’s dirty secret, unleashed a threat to the outside
world – one that has enabled militants to spread far and wide across Syria and beyond?

Great pains were taken to hide it from the world. But the BBC has spoken to dozens of
people who were either on the convoy, or observed it, and to the men who negotiated
the deal. …

This wasn’t so much an evacuation – it was the exodus of [the] so-called
Islamic State.

(Quentin Sommerville and Riam Dalati, Raqqa’s Dirty Secret, BBC, November 2017,
emphasis added)

US-led coalition warplanes had been monitoring the evacuation of the ISIS terrorists, but
visibly the convoys of buses and trucks were not the object of coalition bombings.

“The  coalition  now confirms  that  while  it  did  not  have  its  personnel  on  the  ground,  it
monitored the convoy from the air. [but no actual aerial bombardment of the convoys
took place] …

In light of the BBC investigation, the coalition now admits the part it played in the
deal….” (Ibid)

If they had wanted to undermine the ISIS convoy of buses and trucks, this would have been
a simple operation for the US Air Force. On the other hand, they could have chosen to block
rather than destroy the convoys of trucks and buses (to minimize the loss of life) and detain
and incarcerate the foreign fighters.

US officials casually claimed they did not take part  in the negotiations and were therefore
unable to prevent the exodus of the terrorists:

“We didn’t  want anyone to leave,” says Col Ryan Dillon, spokesman for Operation
Inherent Resolve, the Western coalition against IS.

“It comes down to Syrians – they are the ones fighting and dying, they get to make the
decisions regarding operations,” he says.

While a Western officer was present for the negotiations, they didn’t take an “active
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part” in the discussions. Col Dillon maintains, … (Ibid)

What  is  revealing  is  that  most  of  the  ISIS  fighters  were  foreign  from  a  large  number  of
countries  pointing  to  a  carefully  organized  recruitment  and  training  program:

“… There was a  huge number  of  foreigners.  France,  Turkey,  Azerbaijan,  Pakistan,
Yemen, Saudi, China, Tunisia, Egypt…”

“Most were foreign but there were Syrians as well.” …

He now charges $600 (£460) per person and a minimum of $1,500 for a family.

In this business, clients don’t take kindly to inquiries. But Imad says he’s had “French,
Europeans, Chechens, Uzbek”.

“Some were talking in French, others in English, others in some foreign language,” he
says. (Ibid)

.

Screenshot of BBC article

.
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The BBC report suggests a carefully formulated plan to ensure the safe evacuation of the
terrorists. The official explanation was that the deal has been brokered by the US supported
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).  The US-led coalition “let it happen”, they did not
intervene  militarily  to  prevent  the  exodus  and  smuggling  of  the  foreign  fighters  out  of
Raqqa.

This should come as no surprise. From the very outset in 2014, ISIS-Daesh was supported by
the US-led coalition, with the active support of Saudi Arabia. The US and its allies are the
State sponsors of the Islamic State (ISIS-Daesh).

Weapons, training, logistics: the ISIS is a US intelligence construct. The ISIS-Daesh terrorists
are the foot-soldiers of US-NATO.

The US-led bombings of Iraq and Syria–under the guise of a phony “war on terrorism”– were
not  directed at  ISIS-Daesh.  The terrorists  were protected by the US led Coalition.  The
unspoken objective was to kill civilians and destroy the civilian infrastructure of both Syria
and Iraq.

Déjà Vu: Exodus of ISIS from Raqqa, Syria (2017) vs. Exodus of Al
Qaeda “Enemy Combatants” out of  Kundus, Afghanistan (2001)

Is there a pattern in the evacuation of U.S. sponsored terrorists?

Flashback to another US led war. Afghanistan 2001. The objective for the U.S. is ultimately
to protect their “intelligence assets”.

The October 2017 ‘Raqqa exodus” bears a canny resemblance to the November 2001
“Getaway” out of Kunduz, ordered by Donald Rumsfeld. In both cases the objective was
for the Pentagon and the CIA to organize the escape (and relocation) of US sponsored
foreign jihahist fighters.

In late November 2001, according to Seymour M. Hersh, the Northern Alliance supported by
US bombing raids took control of the hill town of Kunduz in Northern Afghanistan:

‘[Eight thousand or more men] had been trapped inside the city in the last days of the
siege, roughly half of whom were Pakistanis.  Afghans, Uzbeks, Chechens, and various
Arab mercenaries accounted for the rest.” (Seymour M. Hersh, The Getaway, The New
Yorker, 28 January 2002.

Also  among  these  fighters  were  several  senior  Pakistani  military  and  intelligence  officers,
who had been sent to the war theater by the Pakistani military. The presence of high-
ranking Pakistani military and intelligence advisers in the ranks of Taliban/ Al Qaeda forces
was known and approved by Washington.

President Bush had intimated: “We’re smoking them out. They’re running, and now we’re
going to bring them to justice.” (see CNN, November 26, 2001). They were never smoked
out. They were airlifted to safety.

On the orders of Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, the exodus (airlifting) of Al Qaeda
fighters had been facilitated by US forces in liaison with the Pakistan military:

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2002/01/28/the-getaway-2
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“The Administration ordered the US Central Command to set up a special air corridor to
help  insure  the  safety  of  the  Pakistani  rescue  flights  from  Kunduz  to  the  northwest
corner  of  Pakistan”

… According to a former high-level  American defense official,  the airlift  was approved
because of representations by the Pakistanis that “there were guys- intelligence agents
and underground guys-who needed to get out.” (Seymour Hersh, op cit)

In other words, the official story was: it was not our decision:  “we were tricked into it” by
the Pakistani ISI.

Out of some 8000 or more men, 3300 surrendered to the Northern Alliance, leaving between
4000 and 5000 men “unaccounted for”. According to Hersh’s investigation, based on Indian
intelligence  sources,  at  least  4000  men  including  two  Pakistani  Army  generals  were
evacuated. (Ibid)

The same sense of denial prevailed. US officials admitted, however, that

“what was supposed to be a limited evacuation apparently slipped out of control, and,
as an unintended consequence,  an  unknown number  of  Taliban and Al  Qaeda
fighters managed to join in the exodus.”  (quoted in Hersh op cit)

“Unintended evacuation” of Al Qaeda fighters?

“Terrorists” and “Intelligence Assets” 

Compare Seymour Hersh’s account in the “Getaway” out of Kunduz pertaining to the US
sponsored evacuation of   hard core Al  Qaeda and Taliban fighters to the “Escape” of  ISIS-
Daesh fighters out of the besieged city of Raqqa in Northern Syria.

The foreign and Pakistani Al Qaeda fighters were flown to North Pakistan, to the areas which
were  subsequently  the  object  of  US  drone  attacks.  Many  of  these  fighters  were  also
incorporated into the two main Kashmiri terrorist rebel groups, Lashkar-e-Taiba (“Army of
the Pure”) and Jaish-e-Muhammad (“Army of Mohammed”).

What is the next destination of the foreign fighters who have been evacuated out of Raqqa,
with the support of the US Military?

To read the complete BBC report entitled Raqqa’s Dirty Secret,by Quentin Sommerville
and Riam Dalati click here 
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