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At about 12.00 pm, my telephone rang. On the other end of the phone, Mikhail Gorbachev
was speaking, former Russian president and my old friend. He asked: ‘Do you have news
about the meeting of yesterday in Hamburg?’

| replied that | didn’'t know more than | got from the news agencies.
He interrupted me with a firm voice and a vibrant, unusual pitch.

‘Do you know what the Putin-Trump handshake reminded me of? It reminded me of a
dialogue over nuclear disarmament that | started with Ronald Reagan, US President at the
time. It was a crucial moment. After the first diplomatic and closed-door meetings, |
received information from our Black Sea Fleet. The Command told me that US warships
were entering in the Black Sea. They were heading towards our territorial waters at full
speed. They asked me what they were supposed to do. | was thinking about that and |
understood that we were dealing with a provocation: somebody in Washington - at the
Pentagon - didn’t want this dialogue to carry on and was letting us know it indirectly.

Then | replied

“Do monitor them very closely. In case they will enter into our territorial
waters, then shoot. But DO NOT TARGET THEM DIRECTLY. SHOOT SOMEWHERE
CLOSE TO THEM".

We didn’t have to fall into the trap. It was very important to keep control. This is what the
Putin-Trump handshake reminded me of. | liked it, it is a good sign. When | saw it | thought:

“This is a historic chance, a unique opportunity”.

We will have to deal with many difficulties, but the connection was established and has to
be kept in place. We need to take this chance and to look forward further developments. We
can get unexpected achievements. We can get something that was unthinkable until not
long ago. | suggest you write about it immediately and spread the word'.

While Gorbachev was talking to me, | was thinking that usually, he doesn’t talk much, only
on important occasions.

That’s why | understood the relevance of his message. Evidently, this is one of them. A


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/giulietto-chiesa
http://www.defenddemocracy.press/gorbachev-the-putin-trump-handshake-in-hamburg-is-a-historic-opportunity-lets-not-miss-it/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/culture-society-history

thread has been tied.

It's still very thin, but it has been tied.

The original source of this article is Defend Democracy Press
Copyright © Giulietto Chiesa, Defend Democracy Press, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Giulietto Chiesa

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.defenddemocracy.press/gorbachev-the-putin-trump-handshake-in-hamburg-is-a-historic-opportunity-lets-not-miss-it/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/giulietto-chiesa
http://www.defenddemocracy.press/gorbachev-the-putin-trump-handshake-in-hamburg-is-a-historic-opportunity-lets-not-miss-it/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/giulietto-chiesa
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

