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| have never managed fully to understand the mechanism by which the media and political
class decide when to leave a fact, a glaringly obvious and vital fact, completely excluded
from public debate. That process of exclusion is a psychological, not an organisational,
phenomenon but extremely effective.

Brexit continues to dominate mainstream political discussion, and the Northern Ireland
border issue remains at the centre of current negotiations, forced there by the London
government’s reneging on the agreement it signed almost a year ago. But there is a secret
here, hidden in plain sight, the glaring fact driving the entire process, but which the media
somehow never mention.

For the Tory right, the destruction of the Anglo Irish Agreement is a major goal to be
achieved through Brexit. In this, they are in secret communion with their friends in the DUP.
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Consider the 58 page paper by one Michael Gove, entitled The Price of Peace, published in
2000 by the Tories’ leading “think tank” the Centre for Policy Studies.

Gove argues the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement and the Anglo Irish Agreement
should be annulled. And Gove concludes:

Ulster’s future lies, ultimately, either as a Province of the United Kingdom or a united
Ireland. Attempts to fudge or finesse that truth only create an ambiguity which those
who profit by violence will seek to exploit. Therefore, the best guarantee for stability is
the assertion by the Westminster Government that it will defend, with all vigour, the


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/craig-murray
https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/2018/11/the-price-of-peace/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/culture-society-history
https://www.cps.org.uk/files/reports/original/111220142628-thepriceofpeace2000MichaelGove.pdf

right of the democratic majority in Northern Ireland to remain in the United Kingdom.
Ulster could then be governed with an Assembly elected on the same basis as Wales,
and an administration constituted in the same way. Minority rights should be protected
by the same legal apparatus which exists across the UK. The legislative framework
which has guaranteed the rights and freedoms of Roman Catholics and ethnic minorities
in Liverpool and London should apply equally in Belfast and Belleek...

In such circumstances, resolute security action, the use of existing antiterrorist
legislation and the careful application of intelligence could reduce the IRA to operating
as it did in the fifties and sixties. Combining such security measures with a
political determination not to allow Ulster’s constitutional status to be altered by force
of arms would rob the republicans of hope. It can be done. But does any Government
have the will?

Gove gets to this position through a statement of root and branch opposition to the Good
Friday Agreement motivated by a classic Tory rejection of any role for the state in seeking to
enhance social justice, and of affirmation that the rights of the “majority community” to rule
must not be limited or mitigated. Gove objects to every measure of the Good Friday
Agreement, including promotion of Catholic recruitment into the RUC, support for the Irish
language, state support for businesses, prisoner releases and changes to the oath of
allegiance to the United Kingdom.

It [The Good Friday Agreement] enshrines a vision of human rights
which privileges contending minorities at the expense of the
democratic majority. It supplants the notion of independent citizens with one of
competing client groups. It offers social and economic rights: “positive rights”
which legitimise a growing role for bureaucratic agencies in the re-distribution
of resources, the running of companies, the regulation of civic life and the
exercise of personal choice. It turns the police force into a political plaything
whose legitimacy depends on familiarity with fashionable social theories and
precise ethnic composition and not effectiveness in maintaining order. It
uproots justice from its traditions and makes it politically contentious. It
demeans traditional expressions of British national identity. And it privileges
those who wish to refashion or deconstruct that identity.

This view of Northern Ireland is shared by Gove’s colleagues in the European Reform Group.
They may have accepted it was politically not possible to roll back the Good Friday
Agreement in the last couple of decades, but Brexit and a hard border fundamentally
undermines the Anglo-Irish Agreement and changes their whole calculation.

It is not possible to understand the current state of play in Brexit negotiations, without
understanding that those effectively driving the Tory Party position do not view a hard
border with Ireland as undesirable. They view it as a vital achievement en route to rolling
back power sharing and all the affirmative measures which brought peace to Northern
Ireland, in an affirmation of the glory and power of unionism.

It is no accident that Northern Ireland is the rock on which Brexit has foundered. It is
considered Tory strategy about which, by that psychological mechanism | will never
understand, the mainstream media has chosen not to tell you.
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