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I once wrote about Chilean president Salvador Allende:

Washington knows no heresy in the Third World but genuine independence. In the case of
Salvador Allende independence came clothed in an especially provocative costume – a
Marxist constitutionally elected who continued to honor the constitution. This would not do.
It  shook the very foundation stones upon which the anti-communist tower is built:  the
doctrine,  painstakingly  cultivated for  decades,  that  “communists”  can take power only
through force and deception, that they can retain that power only through terrorizing and
brainwashing the population. There could be only one thing worse than a Marxist in power –
an elected Marxist in power.

There was no one in the entire universe that those who own and run “United States, Inc.”
wanted to see dead more than Hugo Chávez.

He was worse than Allende. Worse than Fidel Castro.

Worse than any world leader not in the American camp because he spoke out in the most
forceful terms about US imperialism and its cruelty.

Repeatedly. Constantly. Saying things that heads of state are not supposed to say. At the
United  Nations,  on  a  shockingly  personal  level  about  George  W.  Bush.  All  over  Latin
America, as he organized the region into anti-US-Empire blocs.

Long-term  readers  of  this  report  know  that  I’m  not  much  of  a  knee-reflex  conspiracy
theorist. But when someone like Chávez dies at the young age of 58 I have to wonder about
the circumstances.  Unremitting cancer,  intractable respiratory infections,  massive heart
attack, one after the other … It is well known that during the Cold War, the CIA worked
diligently to develop substances that could kill without leaving a trace. I would like to see
the Venezuelan government pursue every avenue of investigation in having an autopsy
performed.

Back in December 2011, Chávez, already under treatment for cancer, wondered out loud:
“Would it be so strange that they’ve invented the technology to spread cancer and we won’t
know about  it  for  50  years?”  The  Venezuelan  president  was  speaking  one  day  after
Argentina’s  leftist  president,  Cristina  Fernández  de Kirchner,  announced she had been
diagnosed with thyroid cancer. This was after three other prominent leftist Latin America
leaders  had  been  diagnosed  with  cancer:  Brazil’s  president,  Dilma  Rousseff;  Paraguay’s
Fernando  Lugo;  and  the  former  Brazilian  leader  Luiz  Inácio  Lula  da  Silva.
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“Evo take care of yourself. Correa, be careful. We just don’t know,” Chávez said, referring to
Bolivia’s president, Evo Morales, and Rafael Correa, the president of Ecuador, both leading
leftists.

Chávez said he had received words of warning from Fidel Castro, himself the target of
hundreds of failed and often bizarre CIA assassination plots. “Fidel always told me: ‘Chávez
take care. These people have developed technology. You are very careless. Take care what
you eat, what they give you to eat … a little needle and they inject you with I don’t know
what.” 1

When Vice President Nicolas Maduro suggested possible American involvement in Chávez’s
death, the US State Department called the allegation absurd. 2

Several progressive US organizations have filed a Freedom of Information Act request with
the CIA, asking for “any information regarding or plans to poison or otherwise assassinate
the President of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, who has just died.”

I personally believe that Hugo Chávez was murdered by the United States. If his illness and
death were NOT induced, the CIA – which has attempted to assassinate more than 50
foreign leaders, many successfully 3 – was not doing its job.

When Fidel  Castro became ill  several  years ago, the American mainstream media was
unrelenting in its conjecture about whether the Cuban socialist system could survive his
death. The same speculation exists now in regard to Venezuela. The Yankee mind can’t
believe that large masses of people can turn away from capitalism when shown a good
alternative. It could only be the result of a dictator manipulating the public; all resting on
one man whose death would mark finis to the process.

It’s the end of the world … again

The  American  Israel  Public  Affairs  Committee  (AIPAC)  recent  convention  in  Washington
produced  the  usual  Doomsday  talk  concerning  Iran’s  imminent  possession  of  nuclear
weapons and with calls to bomb that country before they nuked Israel and/or the United
States. So once again I have to remind everyone that these people – Israeli and American
officials – are not really worried about an Iranian attack. Here are some of their many prior
statements:

In 2007, in a closed discussion, Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said that in her opinion
“Iranian nuclear weapons do not pose an existential threat to Israel.” She “also criticized the
exaggerated use that [Israeli] Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is making of the issue of the
Iranian bomb, claiming that he is attempting to rally the public around him by playing on its
most basic fears.” 4

2009:  “A  senior  Israeli  official  in  Washington”,  reported  the  Washington  Post  (March  5),
asserted that “Iran would be unlikely to use its missiles in an attack [against Israel] because
of the certainty of retaliation.”

In 2010 the Sunday Times of London (January 10) reported that Brigadier-General Uzi Eilam,
war hero, pillar of the Israeli defense establishment, and former director-general of Israel’s
Atomic Energy Commission, “believes it will probably take Iran seven years to make nuclear
weapons.”
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January 2012: US Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta told a television audience: “Are they
[Iran] trying to develop a nuclear weapon? No, but we know that they’re trying to develop a
nuclear capability.” 5

Later that month we could read in the New York Times (January 15) that “three leading
Israeli  security experts – the Mossad chief, Tamir Pardo, a former Mossad chief, Efraim
Halevy, and a former military chief of staff, Dan Halutz – all recently declared that a nuclear
Iran would not pose an existential threat to Israel.”

Then, a few days afterward, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak, in an interview with Israeli
Army Radio (January 18), had this exchange:

Question:  Is it  Israel’s judgment that Iran has not yet decided to turn its
nuclear potential into weapons of mass destruction?

Barak: People ask whether Iran is determined to break out from the control
[inspection] regime right now … in an attempt to obtain nuclear weapons or an
operable installation as quickly as possible. Apparently that is not the case.

In an April 20, 2012 CNN interview Barak repeated this sentiment: “It’s true that probably
[Iranian leader] Khamenei has not given orders to start building a [nuclear] weapon.” 6

And on several other occasions, Barak has stated: “Iran does not constitute an existential
threat against Israel.” 7

Lastly, we have the US Director of National Intelligence, James Clapper, in a January 2012
report to Congress: “We do not know, however, if Iran will eventually decide to build nuclear
weapons.”  … There  are  “certain  things  [the  Iranians]  have  not  done”  that  would  be
necessary to build a warhead. 8

So why, then, do Israeli and American leaders, at most other times, maintain the Doomsday
rhetoric? Partly for AIPAC to continue getting large donations. For Israel to get massive
amounts of US aid. For Israeli leaders to win elections. To protect Israel’s treasured status as
the Middle East’s sole nuclear power.

Listen to Danielle Pletka, vice president for foreign and defense policy studies at America’s
most prominent neo-con think tank, American Enterprise Institute:

The biggest problem for the United States is not Iran getting a nuclear weapon
and testing it, it’s Iran getting a nuclear weapon and not using it. Because the
second that they have one and they don’t do anything bad, all of the naysayers
are going to come back and say, “See, we told you Iran is a responsible power.
We  told  you  Iran  wasn’t  getting  nuclear  weapons  in  order  to  use  them
immediately.” … And they will eventually define Iran with nuclear weapons as
not a problem. 9
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