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“Why do people continue to believe that NGOs such as 350.org/1Sky that are initiated and
funded by Rockefeller Foundation, Clinton Foundation, Ford, Gates, etc. would exist to serve
the people  rather  than the entities  that  create and fund them? Since when do these
powerful entities invest in ventures that will  negatively impact their ability to maintain
power, privilege and wealth? Indeed, the oligarchs play the “environmental movement” and
its mostly well-meaning citizens like a game of cards.” -Cory Morningstar, Keystone XL: The
Art of NGO Discourse

“If activists fail to address the crucial issue of liberal philanthropy now this will no doubt
have dire  consequences for  the future of  progressive activism –  and democracy more
generally – and it is important to recognize that liberal foundations are not all powerful and
that the future, as always, lies in our hands and not theirs.” — Michael Barker Do Capitalists
Fund Revolutions?
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April 22nd , when this episode first went to air, was Earth Day, an occasion when ecologically
conscious community members around the globe attempt to channel their energies toward
protection of our natural world. [1]

Human generated climate change, of course, is very much top of mind at this time in human
history. Indeed, the twenty-first century climate movement has been compared to the anti-
war, civil rights, gay rights, and women’s liberation movement in terms of its dynamism and
its presentation as a political force to be reckoned with. [2]

Spearheading  this  movement  have  been  the  big  environmental  Non-Governmental
Organizations, including Greenpeace, The Sierra Club and most notably the group 350.org.
Tactics employed by these NGOs have involved the mobilization of people in New York City
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and around the world for the Peoples Climate March in September of 2014, direct actions
frustrating attempts to build TransCanada’s Keystone XL pipeline,  petitions,  divestment
campaigns and a 40,000 person protest outside the White House in February of 2013.
[3][4][5][6]

It  is widely believed that the movement is enjoying success in terms of fundamentally
shifting the priorities of political leaders like US President Barrack Obama. We are presented
then with a classic ‘David vs. Goliath’ narrative where grassroots activists are pushing the
Powers That Be into compliance with the demands of the world’s peoples for a secure future
for our children and grandchildren.

But to borrow a term from Al Gore, there is at least one “inconvenient truth” complicating
this  heroic  story-line.  Elite  funders like the Rockefeller  Foundation,  Bill  Gates,  and the
Clintons finance and foster these NGOs; or so argues Cory Morningstar.

Cory Morningstar has written extensively on the role of these NGOs in playing into the hands
of their Wall Street benefactors.

Morningstar attended the COP15 UN Climate Conference and was on hand to video-record
the following press conference by Lamimba Di-Aping, the chief negotiator for the G77 bloc of
developing countries. In this conference, Di-Aping blasts the international NGO community
for not embracing the ambitious (science-based) reduction targets favoured by the G77 and
the Alliance of Small Island States, in favour of the compromise targets restricting global
temperature rise above pre-industrial levels to (as much as) 2 degrees Celsius. This goal
would mean, in Di-Aping’s words, “certain death for Africa” and “certain devastation of small
island states.”

 “…and I will say this to our colleagues from Western civil society — you have
definitely  sided  with  a  small  group  of  industrialists  and  their  representatives
and your representative branches. Nothing more than that. You have become
an instrument of your governments.”   -Lamumba Di-Aping

Cory Morningstar  is  an independent investigative journalist,  writer and environmental
activist, focusing on global ecological collapse and political analysis of what she calls the
non-profit  industrial  complex.  She resides  in  Canada.  Her  writings  can be found on Wrong
Kind of Green, The Art of Annihilation, Political Context, Canadians for Action on Climate
Change and Countercurrents. She is also a frequent guest on the Nature Bats Last podcast
on the Progressive Radio Network.

On the Earth Day edition of the Global Research News Hour, Morningstar talks about fossil
fuel  divestment  as  a  flawed  climate  strategy,  the  failure  of  climate  activists  to  address
imperialism, a critical UN Advisory Group report which environmental groups conspired to
keep  buried  from  public  view,  and  other  inconvenient  truths  plaguing  the  non-profit
industrial  complex.

This episode also includes a brief clip from a 2016 Winnipeg talk by celebrated author,
journalist, and 350.org Board member Naomi Klein.
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio Network at prn.fm. Listen in every Monday at 3pm
ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot
-Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver,
from Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It  is  also available on 93.9 FM cable in  the communities  of  SFU,  Burnaby,  New Westminister,
Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia Canada. – Tune in
every Saturday at 6am.

Notes:
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http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/26591-a-change-in-the-climate-the-climate-moveme2.
nt-steps-up
http://2014.peoplesclimate.org/3.
Juliet  Eilperin  and Steven Mufson (February  13,  2013),  Washington Post,  “Activists4.
a r r e s t e d  a t  W h i t e  H o u s e  p r o t e s t i n g  K e y s t o n e  p i p e l i n e ” ;
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/activists-arrested-at-white-hou
se-protest ing-keystone-p ipe l ine /2013/02/13/8 f0 f1066-75fa -11e2-aa12-
e6cf1d31106b_story.html
Naomi  Klein  (2014),  “This  Changes  Everything:  Capitalism  vs.  the  Climate”,5.
(pg.302-303) Alfres & Knopf Canada
http://350.org/campaigns/6.
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