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Unapproved GE Wheat Found on Oregon Farm Raises Contamination Concerns

May 30, 2013

(Saskatoon) - Genetically engineered (GE) winter wheat was found in the USA this spring
when an Oregon farmer noticed volunteer wheat that survived after he sprayed with
glyphosate (Roundup) in preparation for spring seeding. Yesterday, the USDA confirmed that
it is Monsanto’s Roundup Ready Wheat, which has not been approved in the USA or
anywhere else in the world. The GE wheat was tested in experimental field plots in 16 states
between 1998 and 2005. The last test in Oregon was in 2001.

“Of course the first thing that comes to mind on hearing this news is the GE Triffid flax
contamination disaster, which cost Canadian farmers multi millions of dollars in lost
sales, reduced prices, testing and massive efforts to eradicate the rogue seed from our
system ten years after we thought we had gotten rid of it by getting it de-registered
and destroying seed stocks before it went to market,” said Terry Boehm, National
Farmers Union President. “Now, unfortunately, American farmers may well be facing the
same type of situation with their winter wheat.”

“It is highly unlikely that this particular US contamination problem has spread to
Canada because of our strict rules around importation of seed, however, it is both a
warning and a lesson for Canada’s regulatory system,” Boehm continued. “Monsanto
was allowed to do field testing of Roundup Ready wheat in Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba from 1998 until 2004. It was only after intense pressure from farmers that the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency tightened up the GE wheat testing protocol to
somewhat reduce the risk of contamination.”

American wheat farmers are now very worried about losing export markets and suffering
price discounts as a result of this confirmed contamination incident. If this happens, their
losses could be enormous.

“Consider the liability issues. Why is a biotech company such as Monsanto allowed get away
with setting loose their unapproved genetic material via experimental field tests and yet pay
none of the consequences when it escapes?” asked Glenn Tait, NFU Board member. “The


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/canada
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/biotechnology-and-gmo

market impacts of contamination are always borne by farmers who had no say in whether,
how, or where these field tests took place. This is an injustice and it is not acceptable.”

Canada’s legal system does not address GE contamination liability matters, nor does the
regulatory system consider the market impacts of genetically engineered crops or the
effects of contamination on farmers who choose not to grow them. “Canada should not allow
any new GE crops - such as Roundup Ready Alfalfa — to be field tested, approved or sold
until the regulatory system is revamped to take both market issues and contamination risks
seriously.”

For more information:
Terry Boehm, President: (306) 255-2880, (306) 257-3689 or (306) 255-7638 (cell)

Glenn Tait, NFU Board Member: (306) 481-4449

The original source of this article is National Farmers Union (Canada)
Copyright © Global Research News, National Farmers Union (Canada), 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research
News

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/global-research-news
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

