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How can U.S. foreign policy of the past several decades be explained rationally? The
following chart - based on a model developed by political science professors David Sylvan
and Stephen Majeski - reveals the imperial logic behind U.S. diplomatic and military

interventions around the globe.

The Logic of U.S. Foreign Policy
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Examples A: Chile 1973, Panama 1989, Haiti 1994, possibly Turkey 2016; B: Japan, Australia, Switzerland, etc.; C: China 1949, Cuba 1958, Vietnam 1975, Nicaragua 1979; D: Colombia 2000ff, Pakistan
2001ff; E: Liberia 1992, Afghanistan 2003ff, Iraq 2004ff; F: South Korea 1960, Philippines 1986, Indonesia 1998; G: Iran 1979; H: Italy & France 1946-48, Turkey & Brasil 2001; I: Bolivia & Chile 1963-64, El
Salvador 1982-84; J: Eastern Europe & Baltic states 1991ff; K: Iran 2015; L: North Korea 2003ff, Iran 2001ff, Ukraine 2014, Russia 2014ff; M: Iran 1953, Egypt 1956, Indonesia 1965; N: Angola 1975,
Afghanistan 1979-91, Syria 2011ff; O: Cuba 1961ff, China/Tibet 1958ff; P: Germany 1917-18 and 1941-45, Japan 1941-45, Korea 1950-51; Q: Serbia 1999, Yemen 2015ff; R: Bosnia 1992-95, Afghanistan
2001, Libya 2011, Syria 2014ff; S: Grenada 1983, Iraq 2003. Listing not exhaustive. Based on: Sylvan&Majeski, Clients, Enemies and Empire — U.S. Foreign Policy in Perspective. Routledge, 2009.
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