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[Note from the author: Néstor Garcia Iturbe, born in Havana, earned his BA in Political
Science from the University of Havana and then his PhD in Science of History. In his long
career, among other responsibilities, Iturbe was a member of the Scientific Council of the
Higher Institute of International Relations Raul Roa Garcia (ISRI), Director of International
Relations at the University of Havana and Advisor to the Cuban Mission at the United
Nations in New York. He received numerous awards and wrote up to 10 books, mainly on
Cuba-US relations. This obituary note was first published in La Jiribilla magazine (Cuba) on
November 14, 2018.]

It is quite customary to say that when writers and intellectuals pass away, such as Néstor
Garcia lturbe, their work remains with us. This is particularly true for lturbe, whose career
underlines this even further, even though it may not be acknowledged by everyone.

| have been reading his work for many years in the form of articles. His writing has always
fascinated me, especially with regards to his specialties of Cuba-US relations and the
political system in the US. We communicated through email and | appreciated him as being
among revolutionary Cubans who do not carry illusions about US imperialism and its long-
term objectives, whether in the form of Bush, Obama (with his “smooth tactics”) and
Trump.

Thus, when my book Cuba and Its Neighbours: Democracy in Motion was being presented at
the Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP) on November 18, 2015, | took a
chance and invited Iturbe, even though | was sure he had more important things to do. To
my surprise and delight, he showed up. What an honour for me! After the formal part, we
exchanged signed books, his, entitled Estados Unidos, de Raiz (“United States, from the
Roots”), and mine.

Not long after my next book on Cuba-US relations was published, in 2017, an important
article titled “Money from Uncle Obama” was published, thanks to Iroel Sanchez and his
unorthodox blog La pupila insomne (translated from the original Spanish by W.T. Whitney
Jr.). It consisted of an excerpt from ISRI university thesis work by Aileén Carmenaty Sanchez,
whose mentors were lturbe and Gerardo Hernandez Nordelo, Hero of the Republic Cuba and
Vice-rector of ISRI. | was so pleased to read this and to contribute to its publication in
English and Spanish. The article hit me for a couple of reasons. The first was admittedly
“selfish,” because it confirmed one of the main theses of my latest book. And second, most
importantly, it was crucial that this reality of Cuba-US relations under Obama get out to the
public in Cuba and the rest of the world. It was published at a time when it was not (and
indeed it is still not) that “politically correct” to say anything negative about Obama. But,
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then again, Iturbe preferred principles to being “politically correct.”

Now, at the very time of his passing, this work - as well as his others - is more relevant than
ever. Why? It is quite clear to me that the next president of the United States will be Barack
Obama, though, of course, not formally. The favourite Democratic candidates looking for
nomination and to almost surely defeat Trump in 2020 are Michelle Obama, Jo Biden,
Elizabeth Warren and many others. Whichever it may be, my investigation has shown that
Barack Obama will be the de facto president, with its relatively good side to Cuba-US
relations, but also the dangerous aspect of subverting Cuba from within: seduction to
replace aggression once again.

Let us use the work of lturbe now to make sure naiveté does not further take root. | am
quite sure he, his family, his colleagues in Cuba and his many admirers outside the Island
would appreciate this.

*
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This article was originally published on CounterPunch. Translated from Spanish.

Arnold August, a Canadian journalist and lecturer, is the author of Democracy in Cuba and
the 1997-98 Elections and, more recently, Cuba and Its Neighbours: Democracy in Motion.
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can be followed on Twitter @Arnold_August.
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