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All of the original members of the military junta that overthrew Allende and his government
with the knowledge and the direct support of the US government, are now gone.

Nixon is gone and Kissinger is left alone on this earth.

Now we will never know the number of secrets or the details that they took to their graves
with them. Nor will we ever know the whereabouts of the missing ones— every single one of
them. I also wonder if justice will prevail and will catch up with Kissinger, the last man of the
Junta? F.T.

“I  don’t see why we need to stand by and watch a country go communist due to the
irresponsibility of its own people. The issues are much too important for the Chilean voters
to be left to decide for themselves.”/ – Henry Kissinger

An open letter to Henry Kissinger

I was not an “irresponsible” Chilean sir, but I did pay the heavy price of your
words.

Mr. Henry Kissinger Kissinger Associates. New York

I do remember your reprimand to Chileans when they elected socialist Salvador Allende in
1970: “We cannot allow a country to go Marxist just because its people are irresponsible”

Although we were used to this kind of rhetoric coming out from the White House those
years, we couldn’t imagine that those opprobrious words of yours would eventually seal the
future of Chile in one of the most horrendous episodes in Latin America’s history. Yes, I can
say we underestimated you sir.

Bombs  falling  from  the  skies,  towers  and  buildings  destroyed,  hundreds  of  people
butchered. Thousands missing and soccer stadiums converted into concentrations camps.
Do you remember this, your own 9/11?

Since  day  one;  since  before  Allende  was  ratified  by  Chilean  parliament  as  its  legitimate
President, you, Secretary of Sate and National Security Advisor, Mr. Kissinger, were plotting
the overthrow of Allende. You conjured up the assassination of General Rene Schneider —
who supported the Chilean Constitution — to provoke an early military coup.

You plotted a “two track” policy toward this small country aimed, on the one hand, to isolate
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Allende internationally and, on the other (more dirty) hand, to provoked a military coup
through assassinations, political subversion and economic sabotage.

Your goal, Mr. Kissinger, in uniting military leaders in neighboring countries to pressure
Chile, later became “Operation Condor”, which was the coordination of the secret political
police forces to carry out exchange of information and prisoners, kidnappings, torture, and
political  assassination  such  as  the  one  against  Orlando  Letelier  and  his  aide  Ronni  Moffit
carried out in Washington DC by Chilean and Cuban terrorists lead by CIA agents Michael
Townley and Novo Sampol [who later was convicted in Panama for various terrorists attack
and an attempt to assassinate Fidel Castro, but was eventually freed at the behest of the
United States, which pulled the strings on the outgoing puppet president, Mireya Moscoso].

You, Mr. Kissinger, and Nixon lied to Congress, given misleading information and assuring
the US played no role in Chile’s democracy deceased. You may know that at the time there
was no danger of the elusive “weapons of mass destruction” but the “danger” of the spread
of  communism in  the southern cone.  You believed Chile’s  “irresponsible”  people  were
prescribing a wrong example;  Chile  was a dangerous “dagger pointed at  the heart  of
Antarctica,” as you put it. A dagger that needs to be removed at any cost. Allende must be
stopped even at the expense of democracy itself.

Because 9/11/1973 is of your absolute responsibility Mr. Kissinger, we the “irresponsible”
people of Chile are naming you the Chilean version of Osama Bin laden, to say the least.

Mr. Kissinger, I was not an “irresponsible” Chilean because I was a 14 year old kid that
couldn’t vote, but I did have to fully pay the heavy and bloody price of your words, sir.
However thinking about your role not only in Chile but in Indochina, East Timor, Cyprus, your
betrayal of the Kurds in Iraq, your unconditional support of South Africa’s Apartheid, etc.
etc., I can say something you cannot: my hands are clean.

Sincerely

Fernando A. Torres

Fernando A. Torres   was a political prisoner in Chile when he was sent to exile in 1977. He is
now a freelance journalist
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