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The armed conflict between the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and Serbian forces started in
1992 with the KLA attacks on Serbian police officers, non-Albanians that lived in Kosovo and
Albanians loyal to Serbia (Johnstone, 2002; Kozyris, 1999).  This low level conflict escalated
in 1996 with the KLA attacking refugee camps as well as other civilians and policemen
resulting in dozens of innocent deaths (Johnstone, 2002; Kozyris, 1999).  At this point of
time and all up to late 1998, the KLA was regarded as a terrorist organisation (Gelbard, cited
in Parenti, 2000:99; Jatras, 2002; Johnstone, 2002; Kepruner, 2003; Rubin, cited in BBC, -). 

Following the collapse of communism in Albania and this country falling into anarchy, many
army storage facilities were ransacked and truckloads of  weapons were smuggled into
neighbouring Kosovo.  Increased criminal activities such as drugs and people trafficking as
well as compulsory taxing of Albanians working abroad also provided funding for the KLA
(Antic, 1999; Jatras, 2002). 

Increased KLA terrorist activities were met with a harsh response by the Serbian police and
army resulting in some civilian deaths and displacement.  Consequent UN resolutions 1160,
1199 and 1203 as  well  as  the  Holbrook-Milosevic  agreement  in  1998 (Littman,  1999)
demanded  Serbian  forces  reduce  in  numbers  and  withdrawal  to  pre-conflict  positions.  
Serbian government complied with most of these demands, but the demands were not met
fully  because of  several  reasons.  The KLA was not disarmed and did not  comply with
resolutions and increased their terrorist activities. The KLA was constantly provoking Serbian
forces, purposely endangering civilians (Thaci, cited in BBC, -) as they knew that “the more
civilians were killed, the chances of international interventions were bigger…” (Gorani, cited
in BBC, -). 
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Albright and KLA leader Hashim Thaci

They also re-occupied positions Serbian forces were previously holding and at some points
of time controlled up to 40 % of Kosovo territory.  The KLA was re-enforced by hundreds of
mercenaries and mujahideens, and started receiving support from the CIA, DIA, MI6 and
German Intelligence BND (Bowman, 1999: 8; Marsden, 1999; Chossudovsky, 2001; GN TV,
2005: 1; WSWS 1999). 

Hashim Thaci and Madeleine Albright, 1998

The KLA was also supported by Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda (Chossudovsky, 2001;
Deliso, 2001; GN TV, 2005: 1; Johnstone, 2002:11).  Even though the KLA did not comply
with UN resolutions and the Holbrook-Milosevic agreement, and it was responsible for most
breaches  of  ceasefire  (Robertson,  cited  in  Chomsky,  2004:  56)  there  was  a  significant
reduction in hostilities and almost all refugees returned to their places of living (Bowman,
1999; Littman, 1999).   

The most significant event occurred on January 15, 1999 with the alleged Racak massacre
which was wrongly but consciously attributed to Serbian forces by William Walker, the head
of the Kosovo Verification Mission who was previously involved in the cover up of atrocities
in El Salvador (Bowman, 1999; Berliner Zeitung, cited in Free Republic, 2000; Chomsky,
2004:  56;  Fleming,  1999;  Gowans,  2001;  Johnstone,  2002:239;  Parenti,  2000:104;
Wilcoxson,  2006).  

Allegations that Serbian forces massacred 45 innocent men, women and children were
dismissed by Serbian, Belarus and Finnish forensic experts who found that these people
have not been massacred or killed from close range as well as that most of them had traces
of gunpowder residue on their hands, confirming that they actually were KLA fighters. 

The reports also state there was only one woman and one adolescent boy among the dead
as well as that only one person was possibly but not explicitly shot from a close range
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(Berliner Zeitung, cited in Free Republic, 2000; Fleming, 1999; Johnstone, 2002).  Even
though this was a crucial document, the report was not made public immediately (Berliner
Zeitung, cited in Free Republic, 2000; Johnson, 2002). 

This was followed by Rambouillet negotiations, which was actually an ultimatum, that the
Yugoslav government, or any other government, could not accept (Bennis, 2004: 240-241;
Fraser, cited in SBS, 2000; Johnson, 2002: 245-247; Littman, 1999; Miller, 2003: 243; Muller,
1999;  Parenti,  2000:  108-114;  Pugh,  2001;  Trifkovic,  1999).   After  this  the  Kosovo
Verification  Mission  was  withdrawn  and  NATO  humanitarian  intervention  or  rather
aggression  began  and  lasted  78  days.

Numerous scholars (Mertus, 1999; Muenzel, 1999; Power, 2003; Stephen 2004; Urquhart,
2002; Williams, 2003; Young, 2003 and others), International Commission on Kosovo (cited
in Neier, 2001:34) and politicians, especially those coming from the NATO countries, who
advocate that NATO intervention is justified on the grounds of preventing ethnic cleansing,
genocide and even new holocaust as well as securing peace and stability in the region. 
They base their arguments on the United Nations Chapter VII, the humanitarian international
law and the Universal Declaration of Human rights.  Falk (cited in Chossudovsky, 2003:1)
states that:

 The Kosovo War was a just war because it was undertaken to avoid likely
instance of “ethnic cleansing” undertaken by the Serb leadership of former
Yugoslavia… It  was  a  just  war  despite  being  illegally  undertaken  without
authorization by the United Nations, and despite being waged in a manner that
unduly caused Kosovar and Serbian civilian casualties while minimizing the risk
of death or injury on the NATO side.

However, many other scholars advocate and demonstrate NATO intervention was illegal and
unnecessary.   According  to  William  Rockler  (cited  in  Chossudovsky,  2003:1),  former
prosecutor of the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal: 

The [1999] bombing war violates and shreds the basic provisions of the United
Nations Charter and other conventions and treaties; the attack on Yugoslavia
constitutes the most brazen international aggression since the Nazis attacked
Poland to prevent “Polish atrocities” against Germans. The United States has
discarded pretensions to international legality and decency, and embarked on
a course of raw imperialism run amok.

The NATO intervention was illegal as NATO action was unilateral, avoided Security Council
and therefore it was in violation of several provisions of the UN Charter, specifically Article 2
(3), Article 2 (4) and Article 53 as well as it breached NATO Charter First Article (Bisset,
2002).   The Rambouillet  negotiations also breached Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties (1969) Section 2: Invalidity of Treaties Article 51 and Article 51 (Hatchett, 1999).

NATO  officials  insisted  that  this  is  a  humanitarian  intervention,  but  Lt.  Gen.  Mike  Short,
Commander of Allied Forces, admitted that NATO intervention was actually a war against
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (BBC, -):

 I  certainly acknowledge that there were people within Allied that felt  we
weren’t at war, but as commander … in my mind I was at war and people
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under my control were, and that’s how we had to do our business…

As this was an undeclared war, it also breached Constitutions of NATO countries involved
and Geneva Convention Article 52.2.   NATO breached this Article numerous times and
committed war crimes by bombing schools, hospitals, TV and radio installations, bridges,
factories,  civilian suburbs of  many cities,  water treatment and electricity facilities,  and
deliberately targeting civilians such as in the case of Grdelica train and convoy of Albanian
refugees near Djakovica when 75-100 refugees were killed (Bennis, 2004; Savich, 2007;
Shen, 1999). Additionally, Captain Adolfo Luis Martin de la Hoz (cited in Morales, 1999),
Spanish pilot engaged in NATO aggression, admitted that NATO was deliberately targeting
the civilian population. According to the BBC (-) this was decided by Havier Solana and Gen.
Klaus Nauman without consulting other NATO countries.  Hayden (1999) states that this was
a deliberate act:

The Wall Street Journal reported on April 27 that NATO had decided to attack
“political,  rather  than  just  military,  targets  in  Serbia.”  On  April  25,  the
Washington Times reported that NATO planned to hit “power generation plants
and water systems, taking the war directly to civilians.”

NATO also breached the Geneva Convention trying to assassinate President Milosevic by
bombing his private residence (Guardian, 1999; Malic, 2003) as well as bombing the Chinese
embassy.

Moreover, Littman (1999: 8) states

“It cannot be said that the use of force is necessary unless it can be clearly
demonstrated that all measures short of force (and in particular measures of
diplomacy) have been exhausted.” 

The  Rambouillet  negotiations  fall  very  short  of  Littman’s  statement.   The  Yugoslav
government accepted all political provisions of the agreement and was ready to negotiate
on the military part of the agreement.  However, NATO’s ‘Appendix B’ of the agreement was
presented  to  the  Yugoslav  delegation  one  day  before  the  final  date  as  a  non-negotiable
agreement.  This meant NATO de-facto occupation of Yugoslavia and therefore could not be
accepted,  however  the  Yugoslav  government  was  ready  to  further  negotiate  military
proposals.   To  prove  this,  Yugoslav  officials  (23  February  1999)  as  well  as  the  Serbian
Assembly resolution (23 March 1999) declared that Yugoslavia would accept international
force under the UN command (Littman, 1999).  However, NATO demanded full compliance
with the military part  of  the Rambouillet  agreement and according to senior  US State
Department official (Kenney, cited in Hatchett, 1999:1) “the United States ‘deliberately set
the bar higher than the Serbs could accept.’ The Serbs needed, according to the official, a
little bombing to see reason.”  Dr Kissinger (cited in Littman, 2004:5) clearly states that:

 The Rambouillet text, which called on Serbia to admit NATO troops throughout
Yugoslavia, was a provocation, an excuse to start bombing.  Rambouillet is not
a document that  an angelic  Serb could have accepted.   It  was a terrible
diplomatic document that should never have been presented in that form.

http://www.barder.com/politics/international/kosovo/rambouillet.php
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Furthermore,  many scholars and politicians regarded Serbs as perpetrators engaged in
ethnic cleansing and genocide.  Certainly, there were atrocities including murder, looting
and  taking  revenge  on  innocent  civilians  committed  by  Serbian  paratroops  and  petty
criminals. However, these atrocities were not supported by the Yugoslav government and
were nothing even close to what NATO and media were reporting (Johnstone, 2002; Mitchell,
1999; Parenti, 2000).  The UN Secretary General reported to the UN on 17 March 1999 that
situation  in  Kosovo  is  characterised  by  constant  and  persistent  KLA  attacks  and
disproportionate  use of  force  by  Yugoslav  authorities  (Littman,  2004).   Kosovo Verification
Mission report also states that during the period (Littman, 2004:5) …

22 January and 22 March 1999, passed on by NATO to the UN, show that in this
period  the  total  fatalities  were  27  for  the  Serbs  and  30  for  the  Kosovo
Albanians. Another estimate puts the total Albanian fatalities over five months
from 16 October 1998 to 20 March 1999) at 46; an average of 2 a week. By
contrast, in 11 weeks of the NATO war from 25 March 1999 to 10 June 1999
NATO killed 1500 civilians and wounded 8000.  This is an average of 136
deaths a week and 30 times as many deaths as the total prior to the war.

Prior to the NATO intervention there were approximately 100,000 refugees on all sides,
however  after  the  bombing  started  this  number  very  quickly  escalated  to  more  than
800,000 with  100,000 Serbians,  Albanians and others  moving into  Central  Serbia.  The
question here is did Serbs ethnically ‘cleanse’ their own people from Kosovo?  The simple
truth  is  most  of  the  refugees  left  because  of  the  NATO  bombing  and  increased  fighting
between the KLA and Serb forces.  Lt. Gen. Satish Nambier (1999:2), the Force Commander
and  Head  of  Mission  of  the  United  Nations  Forces  in  the  former  Yugoslavia,  also
acknowledges that there was no intention by Yugoslavs to ethnically cleanse Kosovo.  
Similarly, Lord Carrington (cited in Littman, 2004:8) declared that:

I think what NATO did by bombing Serbia actually precipitated the exodus of
the Kosovo Albanians into Macedonia and Montenegro.  I think the bombing did
cause the ethnic cleansing… NATO’s action in Kosovo was mistaken… what we
did made things much worse.

The testimony of Jacques Prod’homme (cited in Rouleau, 1999), a French member of the
OSCE observer mission about period before NATO intervention “during which he moved
freely throughout the Pec region, neither he nor his colleagues observed anything that could
be described as systematic persecution, either collective or individual murders, burning of
houses or deportations.”

Also, there were reports that Serbian forces had plans to clear entire Kosovo of Albanian
population  by  engaging  in  ‘Operation  Horseshoe’  which  later  proved  to  be  German
Intelligence propaganda (Littman, 2004; WSWS, 1999).  Other allegations of mass murder of
Kosovo Albanians include the US State Department Ambassador Scheffer’s claims (cited in
Parenti, 2000) that up to 225,000 Kosovo Albanians aged 14 to 59 were not unaccounted as
well  as  British  Foreign  Office  Minister  Hoon  claim  that  in  more  than  100  massacres  more
than 10,000 people were killed by Serbian forces.  Also, there were allegations that Serbian
forces used Trepca mineshafts to dispose bodies of killed Albanians as well burning Albanian
bodies in furnaces. 

All these allegations were later dismissed as nonsense and NATO propaganda by FBI, French
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and Spanish forensic experts (Parenti, 2000).  The Wall Street journal (cited in Parenti, 2000)
reported that by November 1999 about 2,100 bodies were found and these include those
killed by Serbian forces, the KLA, NATO bombs and those who died of natural causes.  In fact
one of the largest mass graves, found near town of Malisevo, contained 24 Serb and non-
Albanian bodies mutilated by the KLA (BBC, CNN, Reuters, cited in ERP KIM, 2005)

Finally, the human, economic and environmental costs of NATO aggression were enormous. 
The total estimate of human losses in FR Yugoslavia, excluding Kosovo, is 2500 with 557
civilians killed and 12,500 wounded (Dedeic,  2007).   The total  economic costs include
£2.5bn direct NATO costs (BBC, 1999) and somewhere between $30 billion and $100 billion
costs to Yugoslav devastated economy and infrastructure (Dedeic, 2007). 

Environmental costs are not possible to estimate.  For instance, NATO planes deliberately
targeted chemical complexes in Pancevo causing approximately 100,000 tonnes of highly
toxic and cancerogenic chemicals and 8 tonnes of mercury contaminating the air,  soil,
underground waters as well as the largest river Danube (Djuric, 2005).  In Novi Sad, NATO
destroyed 150 oil tanks causing more than 120,000 tonnes of oil derivates burning for days
and spilling into underground waters and Danube.  In Kragujevac and Bor NATO destroyed
electricity sub-stations causing more than 50 tonnes of highly toxic dioxin contaminate large
areas  (Djuric,  2005).   In  Kosovo  and  Southern  Serbia  several  areas  were  repeatedly
bombarded with ammunitions containing depleted uranium.  Some estimates suggest that
more than 10 tonnes of depleted uranium was dumped onto Yugoslavia.  Srbljak reported in
early 2005 (cited in Djuric,  2005:4)  that the rate of  people suffering from cancers of  lung,
bones, liver and other organs were in some parts of Kosovo up 120 times higher than in the
same period in 2004.

Overall, NATO ‘humanitarian’ intervention was not at all about humanitarian issues.  This
was an illegal aggression and an undeclared war against sovereign state of Yugoslavia and
violation of  the UN Charter  and Geneva Convention.   NATO intervention caused much
greater  suffering  of  all  civilians,  it  devastated  environment  of  Yugoslavia  and  surrounding
countries as well as Yugoslav economy and infrastructure.  It also increased antagonism
between  Kosovo  Albanians  and  Serbs  and  other  non-Albanians  minimising  chances  of
coexistence.  This was proved by the exodus of 250,000 refugees after NATO occupied
Kosovo and Albanian refugees and the KLA returned to Kosovo.  It  also caused radical
Muslim ideas spreading into  other  parts  of  former Yugoslavia  and further  destabilising
Sandzak, Southern Serbia and Macedonia.  Russia also became concerned with NATO’s
action and it increased their military spending thus re-starting arm race.

The actual reasons for NATO aggression are hard to establish.  Many authors believe that
this intervention was about establishing a new role and the credibility of NATO in the post-
Cold War era.  Others see this as the result of US imperialism and hegemony as well as
economic expansion as Fleming (1999) states “one way to open the market is to concur it”. 
Some authors also believe that this is a part of the US strategic expansionism towards the
East,  which  involved  decade’s  long  fight  against  communism  and  attempts  to  minimise
Russian influence in the world.  Yugoslavia was the only country in Europe that was at the
time still under communist rule and therefore under Russian influence. 

There are certainly those who genuinely believe that NATO intervention was done because
of a just cause, thus attempting to prevent humanitarian catastrophe in the middle of
Europe.  However, their understanding of the whole situation was distorted by the KLA/NATO
sophisticated propaganda, media frenzy and the lack of full understanding of the situation
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on the ground.     

*
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