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The  debate  over  who  benefits  from  our  invasion  of  Iraq  entered  a  new  phase  with  the
publication of a research paper by Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government,
written by two prominent foreign policy scholars from the “realist” camp, John Mearsheimer
a n d  S t e p h e n  W a l t ,  “ I s r a e l  a n d  U . S .  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y ”
(http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n06/mear01_.html).

The paper not only examined the pervasive power of  the Israel  lobby in the U.S.,  but
identified “the Lobby” — as they call it — as the decisive (if not the only) factor that set us
on the road to war: “Pressure from Israel and the Lobby was not the only factor behind the
decision to attack Iraq in March 2003, but it was critical. Some Americans believe that this
was a war for oil, but there is hardly any direct evidence to support this claim. Instead, the
war was motivated in good part by a desire to make Israel more secure”.

T h e  L o b b y  s t r u c k  b a c k  a t  M e a r s h e i m e r  a n d  W a l t ,  s m e a r i n g
(http://antiwar.com/justin/?articleid=9045)  these  two  distinguished  scholars  as  “anti-
Semites”, but now we see, as the chorus crying for war with Iran hikes up the volume, that
the same forces are gathering to support a U.S. strike against Tehran. Furthermore, one
cannot  help  but  note  that,  although the  U.S.  is  clearly  not  benefitting  from an  occupation
that is draining American resources and destroying our credibility worldwide, Israel clearly is
gaining — by establishing a military outpost in Kurdistan, a semi-autonomous region in
northern Iraq.

S e y m o u r  H e r s h  d i d  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t i n g
(http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/040628fa_fact)  on this  development,  and
n o w  t h e  B B C  h a s  t h e  p i c t u r e s  —  a  s t u n n i n g  v i d e o
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/5363116.stm)  showing  Israeli  “ex”-
military  personnel  training  Kurdish  pershmerga  and  setting  up  a  base  in  Kurdistan.

The idea is to establish an outpost from which Israeli planes can strike at Iran’s alleged
nuclear facilities, and also create a presence on the ground that can strike, at will, across
the Kurdish-Iranian border. The war in Iraq, in this context, has to be seen as a necessary
preparatory step before the real target — Iran — could be attacked. And now that they are
getting ready to do it, we can see more clearly that Israel, and not the U.S., was and is the
main  beneficiary  of  American  military  operations  in  the  region.
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