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There has been no media reporting on H.R.4133 — United States-Israel Enhanced Security
Cooperation Act of 2012 introduced into the House of Representatives of the 112th
Congress on March 5th “To express the sense of Congress regarding the United States-Israel
strategic relationship, to direct the President to submit to Congress reports on United States
actions to enhance this relationship and to assist in the defense of Israel, and for other
purposes.” The sponsors include Eric Cantor, lleana Ros-Lehtinen, and Howard Berman (all
of whom are Jewish) and also Steny Hoyer of Maryland, who is Norwegian but might as well
be Jewish given his frequently expressed love for Israel. The bill provides Israel with a blank
check drawn on the US taxpayer to maintain its “qualitative military superiority” over all of
its neighbors combined. It is scheduled for passage on a “suspension of the rules,” which
means it will not actually be voted on and will be approved by consent of Congress.

It is perhaps no coincidence that on Monday the Republicans in the guise of the redoubtable
Howard “Buck” McKeon released their proposal for increased defense spending (yes,
increased) for 2013. It includes a cool $1 billion for Israel to upgrade its missile defenses.
That’s on top of the $3 billion it already receives plus numerous co-production programs
that are off the books and defense spending that is not considered to be part of the annual
grant. Perhaps “Buck” should consider changing his sobriquet to “Warbucks.” Buck is not
Jewish but he is a Mormon, perhaps a sign of what will be coming if we are so unlucky as to
vote into office the born again Hawk Mitt Romney. Mitt has a foreign policy team consisting
of more than thirty stalwarts, mostly drawn from the Bush Administration, and nearly all of
whom are neocons. It features Robert Kaplan, John Bolton, and Dan Senor.

Israel and its partisan hacks in Congress are utterly shameless. At a time when the country
is screaming for some measure of restraint in government spending, Israel is the one budget
line that only sees increases.

Philip Giraldi is the executive director of the Council for the National Interest and a
recognized authority on international security and counterterrorism issues.
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