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Scientists of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) indicate that global
temperature rise of 1.5°C above pre-industrial temperatures would constitute a threshold
the planet cannot cross without suffering the worst effects of climate change. Yet according
to the U.N. report, mean global land-sea temperatures have already risen above 1°C and the
planet could pass the 1.5°C threshold as early as 2030 if greenhouse gas emissions
continue at the current level and no effective CO,down-draw measures takes place.

These projections underestimate what is happening in the atmosphere-ocean-land system
since, due to amplifying feedbacks from desiccating land, warming oceans, melting ice,
methane release and fires, no temperature limit can be specified for global warming. The
Paris agreement, which focuses on limits to emissions, hardly acknowledges the essential
need to down-draw atmospheric carbon which has already reached >450 ppm CO, +

Methane equivalent.

Climate science is a complex discipline, yet politicians, economists and journalists appear to
believe they understand it, rushing to conclusions based on partial knowledge or ignorance.
Lately government members have been referring to climate science as an “ideology”.
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Looking at the plethora of misconceptions regarding the accelerating climate crisis in the
atmosphere-ocean-land system, it is not clear where to start:

1. Linear temperature rise projections issued by the IPCC summaries for policy
makers take little account of the non-linear to abrupt behaviour of atmospheric
conditions, as indicated by sharp climate instabilities during the last glacial-
interglacial ages, consequent of amplifying feedbacks from land and ocean. IPCC
reports, based on credible scientific peer review papers, have been prefaced by
summaries for policymakers, in part edited by government representatives.
Consequently the urgency of the climate crisis has been underestimated.

Temperature goals such as 1.5°C or 2.0°C constitute political goals, not science-
based values. The concentration of atmospheric CO,+Methane of >450 ppm is

driving amplifying feedbacks to global warming, namely from warming oceans,
melting ice, methane release, fires, desiccated vegetation, push temperatures
upwards - unless and until a method is found to draw-down atmospheric CO,.

2. By analogy a measurements of a patient’s body temperature after they have
taken a dose of aspirin, measurements of terrestrial temperatures under the
masking effect of a high concentration of sulphur aerosols does not give a true
measure of atmospheric temperature. For example, following the post 9/11
cessation of air traffic and of contrails over the US, measured temperatures rose
significantly. When taking account of this discrepancy, mean global
temperatures are tracking closer 2 degrees Celsius (Hansen et al. 2008. Target
atmospheric CO,: Where should humanity aim? https://arxiv.org/abs/0804.1126)

3. For the above reasons, talk of restricting mean global temperatures to any

particular figure, such as 1.5°C or 2°C above preindustrial levels, ignores the
scientific evidence as to how the atmosphere behaves. The “Paris target” of

1.5°C is meaningless since: (1) no mechanism is known to arrest amplifying
feedbacks rom rising above this limit, and (2) no plans for draw-down of
atmospheric CO, appear to be at hand, the $trillions required for such endeavor

being spent on the military and wars.

Rarely has the full extent of the climate catastrophe been conveyed by the mainstream
media, including the ABC, as contrasted with the proliferation of pseudo-science
infotainment programs, where attractive celebrities promote space travel. Rarely do the
major panels include scientists.

Given a 2 to 3-fold rise in extreme weather events, signs of the impending global climate
tipping points are everywhere, from hurricane-hit Caribbean islands and southeast US, to
cyclone-ravaged and sea level rise-affected southwest Pacific islands, to flooded south Asian
regions such as Kerala and Pakistan, to fire-devastated regions in southern Europe and
California, to the Australian and east African droughts. The list goes on. To date it is
estimated some 400,000 deaths are linked to climate change each year (see this)

Yet the warnings are shunned, in particular in rich western countries. Whenever the term
“future” is expressed in the mainstream media and in Parliaments, it is rare that a caveat is
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made regarding the effects of global warming, Should there be a future investigation of
those who have been, continue to, promote and preside over the rise in carbon emissions,
with the consequent climate calamity, this would be recorded by survivors as the greatest
crime ever perpetrated by the Homo “sapiens”.

“To ignore evil is to become an accomplice” (Martin Luther King)

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
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