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Global Research Note

We bring to the attention of our readers the following news release about the Israeli attack
on Syria from the United Nations. Ban Ki-moon has called “on all sides to exercise maximum
calm and restraint.” No words of condemnation were uttered against Israel’s attack on Syria
and Israel is never directly referenced.

It is Israel which has attacked Syria several times now. The aggressor and the victim cannot
be equated as equivalents. In essence, Ban Ki-moon is whitewashing the Israeli attacks on
Syria. The United Nations Secretariat expects Syria to do nothing and to accept the
continuous aggression and assaults from Israel, which is capitalizing on the crisis inside
Syria and threatening regional security, without making any condemnation of Israel’s
actions in the United Nations.

May 5, 2012

UN chief calls for maximum calm and restraint after reported Israeli air strikes in Syria
UN News Centre, May 5, 2013.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is gravely concerned about reports of air strikes in Syria by
the Israeli Air Force, according to a statement from his spokesperson, which stressed that
the United Nations does not have details of the reported incidents nor is in a position to
independently verify that they took place.

“The Secretary-General calls on all sides to exercise maximum calm and restraint, and to
act with a sense of responsibility to prevent an escalation of what is already a devastating
and highly dangerous conflict,” Mr. Ban’s spokesperson said in the statement.

“The Secretary-General urges respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
countries in the region, and adherence to all relevant Security Council resolutions,” he
continued.

A series of powerful explosions rocked the outskirts of Damascus early this morning, which
Syrian state television attributed to Israeli missile attacks on a Syrian military installation,
according to media reports.

Mr. Ban’s spokesperson underscored that “at this time, the United Nations does not have
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details of the reported incidents. Nor is the United Nations in a position to independently
verify what has occurred.”

Top UN officials, including Mr. Ban and his political chief, Jeffrey Feltman, have said on
numerous occasions that a political solution is the only answer for long-term in the country
and the region.

Since the uprising against President Bashar al-Assad began in March 2011, more than
70,000 people, mostly civilians, have been killed and some three million displaced.
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