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War Agenda

The  European  region  bears  a  great  significance  for  the  US  and  its  ambitions  to  act  as  a
global power. Relations between the United States and some European countries date back

even to 17th and 18th century, when the European settlers began their voyage to the New
World, the ties which bond these two global entities are not only political, military and
economic in nature but they are also historical and social. Western Europe countries share
more or less the same values with the US regarding the human rights and freedoms,
democracy, civil society and more; but the interests for Europe in the US rapidly grew only
after the Second World War and the bipolarization of the world. The rise of communism and
the USSR made an imminent threat to Europe and of course to the new emerging global
power, the United States.

Geopolitics

The region of  Europe has three main aspects which makes it  important for  the US in
geopolitical  terms.  The  first  aspect  is  the  Arctic  or  the  High  North.  Arctic  encompasses
territory (land and sea) of eight countries, six of them are in Europe including Russia. The
Arctic region is becoming more popular every year in global politics, and not only because it
has vast deposits of resources like natural gas and oil. Scarcely populated and with the
melting of ice the Arctic will become a major shipping route, its estimated that using the
Arctic route ships can shorten their way from Hamburg to Shanghai for almost 4,000 miles.
This will be a huge boost to all shipping companies across the globe, and since its in the
Arctic chances for pirates are rather low. The US has the best path for contesting this region
exactly from Europe. The northern countries have good infrastructure and experience in the
Arctic  region,  and  their  proximity  to  Russia  can  be  helpful  if  the  conflict  occurs.  The  next
aspect is the Europe’s access to the Middle East through the Balkans. Although the Balkan is
relatively stable with semi-frozen conflicts, most of the countries are in NATO, and of course
Turkey as the most important ally in this part of Europe can provide all the needed support
and accessibility to the Middle East. Caucasus region and the two straits, Bosporus and
Dardanelle, can also be added here as geopolitical points in which US has a lot of interest.
The third aspect is the Mediterranean and North Africa. Countries in the South of Europe
provide  substantial  naval  infrastructure  and  power  projection  capabilities  across  the
Mediterranean Sea. Also these countries provide a base access point to the North Africa, this
could be observed during the earliest years of the Arab Spring and the civil war in Libya. All
these aspects combined make the European region crucial  for the US especially if  the
objective is to restrain Russia.

European Allies
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Beside geopolitical interests the US has some of the closest allies in Europe like the United
Kingdom,  France  and  Germany.  These  three  countries  have  significant  military  and
economic power and they are also leading the European Union. One of the most important
bilateral  relationship  is  definitely  with  the  UK.  The  two  countries  share  a  lot  of  common
values and interests,  and the UK government is  usually  the first  who supports  US actions,
both  military  and  political.  Also  the  UK  and  the  US  have  a  high  degree  of  military
cooperation, intelligence sharing and even transfer of some nuclear technology. France still
stands for one of the most military capable NATO members with military spending of 1.9%
of GPD. Good infrastructure, vast military industry and nuclear capabilities allow France to
have a solid deterrent force thus strengthening the whole NATO structure. However, plans
like job cuts in defense department and lower military budget which the government wants
to  achieve,  can  leave  some bad  marks  on  the  relations  between  NATO and  the  US,
especially  since  the  US  expects  a  more  active  approach  from  their  allies  in  the  conflicts
across the Middle East and Ukraine. As a powerhouse in Europe, Germany doesn’t fully
commit to the NATO or the US actions in terms of military power. The budget which is 1.3%
of GDP is usually spent on personnel costs and building rents which leads to a decline in
money for other military equipment. Furthermore, the government is lowering the total
number of servicemen in the military from 205,000 to 185,000 personnel. Also Germany
lacks  the  capability  of  tactical  and  strategic  airlift,  and  the  government  plans  to  cut
procurement  and  decommission  certain  specific  capabilities  which  will  mostly  effect  the
Army and the Air Force. All these remarks are not welcomed by the US or some other NATO
members, despite the public call for broadening Germanys participation in peacekeeping
missions made by Germanys Defense Minister Ursula von der Layen.

Military Presence

US military presence in Europe reached its peak in the fifties with more than 450,000 troops
operating on more than 1,200 sites. After the end of the Cold War the US military presence
in Europe rapidly decreased to 213,000 servicemen, and later in 1993 it decreased even
further  to  112,000  servicemen.  Today  there  are  67,000  American  troops  permanently
stationed across Europe. Military infrastructure and the US military in Europe (EUCOM) can
be classified in sections.

Military Infrastructure:

Main operating bases are large installations able to accommodate relatively
large  number  of  permanently  stationed  troops  with  well-established
infrastructure.
Forward-operating  sites  are  primarily  used  by  rotating  forces.  These
installations are capable for adaptation depending on the circumstances.
Cooperative security locations usually have no permanently stationed troops
and are maintained by contractor or host-nation support.

EUCOM is responsible for military operations, partnering, general security enhancement as
part  of  United  States  forward  defensive  posture.  EUCOM  has  five  components:  US  Naval
Forces Europe (NAVEUR), US Army Europe (USAREUR), US Air Force in Europe (USAFE), US
Marine Force Europe (MARFOREUR), US Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR).

US Naval Forces Europe (NAVEUR) provides overall command, control and
coordination for all US maritime assets currently deployed in Europe. Currently in
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command of NAVEUR is the US sixth fleet based in Naples. It is possible that in
the future US Naval presence in Europe might become larger.  As stated by
Admiral Stavridis “Increasing the capabilities of the Navy is important as the
Russian Federation Navy increases the pace,  scope and sophistication of  its
fleet”. This could be expected especially if the Russian Navy settles on the coast
of Syria.
US Army Europe (USAREUR)  forms the bulk of  US forces in  Europe.  The
command was in Heidelberg but now it has been moved to Wiesbaden. At the
peak of  the Cold War the US Army had almost 300,000 troops deployed in
Europe, today the core of USAREUR is formed by two brigade combat teams and
an aviation brigade located in Germany and Italy.
US Air Force in Europe (USAFE) provides forward-based air capability that
can support wide range of operations, ranging from combat to humanitarian aid
operations. Today USAFE has eight main bases in Europe with approximately
39,000 active, reserve and civilian personnel. USAFE supports ongoing missions
in Europe as well as around the world, USAFE was particularly active during the
crisis in Libya.
US Marine Force Europe (MARFOREUR) was planned as a support unit which
could bolster the forces in case of a conflict. This unit was formed in the eighties
with less than 200 marines, today the command is set in Böblingen, Germany
with  approximately  1,500  marines  assigned  to  support  EUCOM  and  NATO
missions. MARFOREUR was active in the Balkans, and has regular drills especially
with the Norwegian forces. It is presumed that this unit will make a particular
geostrategic difference in the Arctic region.
US Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR)  provides peace time
planning and operation control of special operation forces during unconventional
warfare in EUCOMs area of responsibility. Although public information is scarce
SOCEUR  participated  in  various  capacity-building  missions  and  evacuation
missions especially in Africa, it had an active role in the Balkans during the
nineties and supported combat operations during the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

Beside  French  and  British  nuclear  capabilities  the  US  has  also  maintained  a  significant
number of nuclear warheads across Europe. During the Cold War era US had more than
2,500 nuclear warheads in Europe, however after the end of the Cold War and the fall of the
Soviet Union that number rapidly decreased. Today according to some unofficial estimates
the US has around 150 to 250 warheads deployed in Italy, Turkey, Germany, Netherlands
and Belgium. It should be noted that most of these weapons are free fall gravity bombs
delivered by aircrafts. There is still an ongoing debate in NATO whether there should be a
further decrease in nuclear armament, as proposed by President Obama’s administration, or
the nuclear armament should be deployed in Eastern Europe countries as a response for
Russian actions in Crimea. Though most of the nuclear weapons are in Western Europe total
disarmament and removal of these warheads is highly unlikely, considering the situation in
Ukraine and in the Middle East. There are two types of bases currently used to hold nuclear
weapons in Europe: Nuclear Air Bases and Air Bases with Nuclear vaults in caretaker status.
In the first group we have bases like Lakenheath (UK), Volkel (Netherlands), Kleine Broggle
(Belgium), Buchel (Germany), Ramstein (Germany), Ghadei Torre (Italy), Aviano (Italy) and
Incirlik  which is  in  Turkey.  In  the other group bases are Norvenich (Germany),  Araxos
(Greece), Balikesir (Turkey), Akinci (Turkey). Of all other countries Germany is the most
nuclearized with the potential storage of more than 150 bombs, also all these weapons can
be moved and shifted to other bases or other countries if need be.
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Although the US Government is trying to cut spending on foreign military presence, the
Pentagon  won’t  allow  strategic  points  like  EUCOM to  suffer,  especially  now when  the  new
global adversaries are on the rise. Still undisputed in their military spending the US is trying
to become more effective with their  troop deployment and the maintenance of  such large
military force. President Obama’s administration program of removing US troops from Iraq
and Afghanistan has already shown bad results.  Although Europe is  nothing like those
regions, further removal of US forces could result in major power shifts. Probably one of the
future objectives of EUCOM and NATO will be deeper military involvement in Eastern Europe,
more precisely in Baltic states. Of course, these developments will be governed by finance
and the amount of threat for the US global interests in other regions like the South China
Sea, the Middle East and the North Africa.

List of U.S Military Bases in Europe

Bases located in the United Kingdom
Menwith Hill Air Base
Mildenhall Air Base
Alcon Bury Air Base
Croughton Air Base
Fairford Air Base

Bases located in Germany
USAG Hohenfels
USAG Weisbaden
USAG Hessen
USAG Schweinfurt
USAG Bamberg
USAG Grafenwoehr
USAG Ansbach
USAG Darmstadt
USAG Heidelberg
USAG Stuttgart
USAG Kaiserslautern
USAG Baumholder
Spangdahlem Air Base
Ramstein Air Base
Panzer Kaserne (marine base)

Bases located in Belgium
USAG Benelux
USAG Brussels

Bases located in Netherlands
USAG Schinnen
Joint Force Command

Bases located in Italy
Aviano Air Base
Caserma Ederle
Camp Darby
NSA La Maddalena
NSA Gaeta
NSA Naples
NSA Sigonella



| 5

Bases located in Serbia/Kosovo
Camp Bondsteel

Bases located in Bulgaria
Graf Ignatievo Air Base
Bezmer Air Base
Aitos Logistics Center
Novo Selo Range

Bases located in Greece
NSA Souda Bay

Bases located in Turkey
Izmir Air Base
Incirlik Air Base

Igor Pejic  is currently doing his MA in Terrorism, Security and Organized Crime at the
University of Belgrade, Serbia.
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