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The FCC Repeals Net Neutrality: Internet Defenders
Prepare for ‘Hell of a Fight’
"Net neutrality is not dead yet, but the clock is ticking for us to save it."

By Jake Johnson
Global Research, February 25, 2018
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) chair Ajit Pai‘s net neutrality repeal plan was
finally published in the Federal Register on Thursday, but that doesn’t mean net neutrality is
officially  dead—in  fact,  as  open  internet  defenders  quickly  observed  in  response  to  the
news,  the  fight  to  save  the  web  from  the  Republican-controlled  FCC  is  just  beginning.

With Pai’s deeply unpopular rule officially published, Congress now has 60 legislative days to
pass a Congressional Review Act (CRA) resolution to restore net neutrality protections—an
effort, led by Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.), that is one Republican vote away from the simple
majority needed to pass the Senate.

“Now it’s officially go time, and the internet is gearing up for a hell of a fight,”
Evan Greer, campaign director of Fight for the Future, said in a statement on
Thursday. “The CRA is the clearest path to restore net neutrality protections
that never should have been taken away in the first place. A vote is imminent,
and every senator needs to decide right now whether they’re going to listen to
their constituents or go down in history as having voted against the free and
open internet.”

#NetNeutrality is NOT dead yet, but the clock is ticking for us to save it. The
FCC repeal  entered the Federal  Register  today which means we have 60-
legislative-days  to  pass  a  Senate  resolution  to  block  it.  We  need
#OneMoreVote

M a s s  o n l i n e  p r o t e s t  T u e s d a y  h t t p s : / / t . c o / p M S K z w E K f e
pic.twitter.com/fXesKDcwuy

— Fight for the Future (@fightfortheftr) February 22, 2018

Opponents of Pai’s net neutrality repeal plan—which was approved in a party-line vote by
the  Republican-controlled  FCC  in  December—will  now  also  have  10  days  to  file  lawsuits
challenging  the  new  rule.

As Common Dreams has reported, state attorneys general and advocacy groups have been
lining up since the FCC’s vote to sue the agency and restore the net neutrality protections
that prevented massive telecom companies from discriminating against or blocking web
content. If Pai’s rule is kept in place, net neutrality protections will begin to unravel April 23.
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“An open internet is absolutely essential to a functioning democracy, and we
will  fight  to  make  sure  that  the  people,  not  the  special  interests  and  their
compliant FCC, have the final word on its future,” said Michael Copps, special
adviser at Common Cause, one of the groups that is preparing to sue the FCC.
“Common  Cause  and  its  allies  are  fighting  all  the  way  to  oppose  the  FCC’s
misguided  actions  and  restore  the  net  neutrality  rules  through  all  fronts,
including litigation.”

In addition to prepping for legal battles, advocacy groups are also gearing up for a massive
internet-wide protest set to take place next Tuesday.

Titled “Operation #OneMoreVote,” the demonstration is aimed at harnessing widespread
public support for net neutrality and translating it into pressure on lawmakers who have yet
to back Markey’s CRA.

“Internet users will be encouraged to sound the alarm on social media and sign
up  to  receive  alerts  with  their  lawmaker’s  position  on  net  neutrality  and
prompts to take action on the big day, while websites, subreddits, and online
communities  will  display prominent  alerts  driving phone calls,  emails,  and
tweets to senators and representatives calling on them to pass the CRA,” Fight
for the Future noted in a Medium post on Wednesday.

“Several senators have indicated that they are considering becoming the 51st
vote we need to win, but they’re under huge pressure from telecom lobbyists,”
the group added. “Only a massive burst of energy from the Internet will get
them to move.”

If the CRA passes the Senate, it will then face an uphill battle in the House, where it will
need 218 votes to make it to President Donald Trump‘s desk.

In a tweet on Thursday, Democratic FCC commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel expressed
confidence that, with sustained public pressure, the open internet will ultimately overcome
Pai’s corporate-friendly assault.

It's  official.  The  Federal  Register  published  the  @FCC  order  rolling  back
#NetNeutrality. But here's what's also official: This misguided decision awoke a
sleeping giant–the American public–and we won't stop making a ruckus until
internet openness is the law of the land.

— Jessica Rosenworcel (@JRosenworcel) February 22, 2018
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