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“The Dirty War on Syria: Washington, Regime Change and Resistance” by Tim
Anderson

EXCERPT FROM PREFACE:

Dirty wars are not new. Cuban national hero Jose Marti predicted to a friend that Washington
would try to intervene in Cuba’s independence struggle against the Spanish. ‘They want to
provoke a war’, he wrote in 1889 ‘to have a pretext to intervene and, with the authority of
being mediator and guarantor, to seize the country ... There is no more cowardly thing in
the annals of free people; nor such cold blooded evil’ (Marti 1975: 53). Nine years later,
during the third independence war, an explosion in Havana Harbour destroyed the USS
Maine, killing 258 US sailors and serving as a pretext for a US invasion.

The US launched dozens of interventions in Latin America over the subsequent century. A
notable dirty war was led by ClIA-backed, ‘freedom fighter’ mercenaries based in Honduras,
who attacked the Sandinista Government and the people of Nicaragua in the 1980s. That
conflict, in its modus operandi, was not so different to the war on Syria. In Nicaragua more
than 30,000 people were killed. The International Court of Justice found the US guilty of a
range of terrorist-style attacks on the little Central American country, and found that the US
owed Nicaragua compensation (IC) 1986). Washington ignored these rulings.
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With the ‘Arab Spring’ of 2011 the big powers took advantage of a political foment by
seizing the initiative to impose an ‘Islamist winter’, attacking the few remaining independent
states of the region. Very quickly we saw the destruction of Libya, a small country with the
highest standard of living in Africa. NATO bombing and a Special Forces campaign helped
the al Qaeda groups on the ground. The basis for NATO’s intervention was lies told about
actual and impending massacres, supposedly carried out or planned by the government of
President Muammar Gaddafi. These claims led rapidly to a UN Security Council resolution
said to protect civilians through a ‘no fly zone’. We know now that trust was betrayed, and
that the NATO powers abused the limited UN authorisation to overthrow the Libyan
Government (McKinney 2012).

Subsequently, no evidence emerged to prove that Gaddafi intended, carried out or
threatened wholesale massacres, as was widely suggested (Forte 2012). Genevieve
Garrigos of Amnesty International (France) admitted there was ‘no evidence’ to back her
group’s earlier claims that Gaddafi had used ‘black mercenaries’ to commit massacres
(Forte 2012; Edwards 2013).

... Two days before NATO bombed Libya another armed Islamist insurrection broke out in
Daraa, Syria’s southernmost city. Yet because this insurrection was linked to the
demonstrations of a political reform movement, its nature was disguised. Many did not see
that those who were providing the guns - Qatar and Saudi Arabia - were also running fake
news stories in their respective media channels, Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya. There were other
reasons for the durable myths of this war. Many western audiences, liberals and leftists as
well as the more conservative, seemed to like the idea of their own role as the saviours of a
foreign people, speaking out strongly about a country of which they knew little, but joining
what seemed to be a ‘good fight’ against this new ‘dictator’. With a mission and their proud
self-image western audiences apparently forgot the lies of previous wars, and of their own
colonial legacies.

| would go so far as to say that, in the Dirty War on Syria, western culture in general
abandoned its better traditions: of reason, the maintenance of ethical principle and the
search for independent evidence at times of conflict; in favour of its worst traditions: the
‘imperial prerogative’ for intervention, backed by deep racial prejudice and poor reflection
on the histories of their own cultures. That weakness was reinforced by a ferocious
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campaign of war propaganda. After the demonisation of Syrian leader Bashar al Assad
began, a virtual information blockade was constructed against anything which might
undermine the wartime storyline. Very few sensible western perspectives on Syria emerged
after 2011, as critical voices were effectively blacklisted.

In that context | came to write this book. It is a defence of Syria, not primarily addressed to
those who are immersed the western myths but to others who engage with them. This is
therefore a resource book and a contribution to the history of the Syrian conflict. The
western stories have become self-indulgent and | believe it is wasteful to indulge them too
much. Best, | think, to speak of current events as they are, then address the smokescreens
later. | do not ignore the western myths, in fact this book documents many of them. But |
lead with the reality of the war.
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“The Globalization of War: America’s “Long War” against Humanity” by Michel
Chossudovsky

EXCERPT FROM PREFACE:

The “globalization of war” is a hegemonic project. Major military and covert intelligence
operations are being undertaken simultaneously in the Middle East, Eastern Europe, sub-
Saharan Africa, Central Asia and the Far East. The U.S. military agenda combines both major
theater operations as well as covert actions geared towards destabilizing sovereign states.

Under a global military agenda, the actions undertaken by the Western military alliance
(U.S.-NATO-Israel) in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Palestine, Ukraine, Syria and lIraq are
coordinated at the highest levels of the military hierarchy. We are not dealing with
piecemeal military and intelligence operations. The July-August 2014 attack on Gaza by
Israeli forces was undertaken in close consultation with the United States and NATO. The
actions in Ukraine and their timing coincided with the onslaught of the attack on Gaza.
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against Humanity

In turn, military undertakings are closely coordinated with a process of economic warfare
which consists not only in imposing sanctions on sovereign countries but also in deliberate
acts of destabilization of financial and currencies markets, with a view to undermining the
enemies’ national economies.

The United States and its allies have launched a military adventure which threatens the
future of humanity. As we go to press, U.S.and NATO forces have been deployed in Eastern
Europe including Ukraine. U.S. military intervention under a humanitarian mandate is
proceeding in sub-Saharan Africa. The U.S. and its allies are threatening China under
President Obama’s “Pivot to Asia”.

In turn, military maneuvers are being conducted at Russia’s doorstep which could
potentially lead to escalation.

The U.S. airstrikes initiated in September 2014 directed against Iraq and Syria under the
pretext of going after the Islamic State are part of a scenario of military escalation
extending from North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean to Central and South Asia.

The Western military alliance is in an advanced state of readiness. And so is Russia.

Russia is heralded as the “Aggressor”. U.S.-NATO military confrontation with Russia is
contemplated.

Enabling legislation in the U.S. Senate under “The Russian Aggression Prevention Act”
(RAPA) has “set the U.S. on a path towards direct military conflict with Russia in Ukraine.”

“Any U.S.-Russian war is likely to quickly escalate into a nuclear war, since
neither the U.S. nor Russia would be willing to admit defeat, both have many
thousands of nuclear weapons ready for instant use, and both rely upon
Counterforce military doctrine that tasks their military, in the event of war, to
pre-emptively destroy the nuclear forces of the enemy.”

The Russian Aggression Prevention Act (RAPA) is the culmination of more than twenty years
of U.S.-NATO war preparations,which consist in the military encirclement of both Russia and
China:
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“From the moment the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, the United States has
relentlessly pursued a strategy of encircling Russia, just as it has with other
perceived enemies like China and Iran. It has brought 12 countries in central
Europe, all of them formerly allied with Moscow, into the NATO alliance. U.S.
military power is now directly on Russia’s borders.”

THE DIRTY WAR
ON SYRIA

The Globalization
of War

*SPECIAL OFFER: The Dirty War on Syria + The Globalization of War

List Price: $46.90
Special Price: $24.00

CLICK HERE TO ORDER

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Prof. Tim Anderson and Prof Michel Chossudovsky, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Prof, Tim
Anderson and Prof
Michel Chossudovsky

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/special-offer-dirty-war-on-syria-plus-globalization-of-war/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/special-offer-dirty-war-on-syria-plus-globalization-of-war/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/special-offer-dirty-war-on-syria-plus-globalization-of-war/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tim-anderson
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tim-anderson
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tim-anderson
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

