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A new bill, HR 347, the Federal Restricted Buildings and Grounds Improvement Act of 2011,
also known as the “Trespassing Bill,” is soon to be signed into law by President Obama. This
bill effectively criminalizes protest and will hurt protest groups and movements such as
Occupy quite hard.

The bill as states that anyone who knowingly “enters or remains in any restricted building or
grounds without lawful authority to do so” with the “intent to impede or disrupt the orderly
conduct of Government business or official functions, engages in disorderly or disruptive
conduct in or [in] proximity to, any restricted building or grounds” or “impedes or disrupts
the orderly conduct of Government business or official functions” will be punished with a
fine or “or imprisonment for not more than 10 years, or both.” (emphasis added)

There are already many problems with the bill as it does not attempt to define what
“imped[ing] or disrupt[ing] the orderly conduct of government business or official functions”
is, nor does it specify what “government business” is or what an “official function” is. This
vagueness will allow for the US government to effectively stifle protest and free speech,
thus criminalizing such actions like the upcoming Occupy Chicago anti-NATO/G-8 protests. In
addition to this, such a law will make it impossible for Americans to exercise their First
Amendment rights when “government business” is being attended to or “official functions”
are occurring.

Unsurprisingly, only three people voted against the measure: Paul Broun (R-GA-10), Justin
Amash (R-MI-3) and Ron Paul (R-TX-14). This law would allow federal law enforcement “to

bring these charges against Americans engaged in political protests anywhere in the
country, and violators will face criminal penalties that include imprisonment for up to 10
years.” HR 347 will is ripe for abuse, as the NYPD has, as of recent, assumed the notion that
taking photos and videotaping is a form of disorderly conduct.

The fact that only three people in the House, all Republicans oppose the bill and absolutely
no Democrats (see the voting list here), only shows just how both parties are just two sides
of the same coin.

This law comes at the heels of the US government having debated over whether or not to
indefinitely detain US citizens and Attorney General Eric Holder- the Obama administration’s
version of John Yoo, arguing that the President can assassinate US citizens without
providing any evidence whatsoever to anyone.

Free speech may very well soon be nothing but a distant relic of the past.


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/devon-db
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr347ih/pdf/BILLS-112hr347ih.pdf
http://www.suntimes.com/business/11087067-420/protesters-declare-victory-but-say-our-protests-will-go-forward.html
http://open.salon.com/blog/watchingfrogsboil/2012/03/01/outlawing_occupy_hr_347_makes_free_speech_a_felony
http://www.techdirt.com/articles/20110928/12470016125/does-nypd-really-think-that-shooting-photosvideos-protests-is-disorderly-conduct.shtml
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2012/mar2012/prot-m03.shtml
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2012/mar2012/prot-m03.shtml
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/vote.xpd?vote=h2011-149
http://nationalsecuritylawbrief.com/2012/01/14/americans-detained-the-congressional-debate-on-whether-to-prohibit-the-indefinite-military-detention-of-u-s-citizens/
http://nationalsecuritylawbrief.com/2012/01/14/americans-detained-the-congressional-debate-on-whether-to-prohibit-the-indefinite-military-detention-of-u-s-citizens/
http://www.salon.com/2012/03/06/attorney_general_holder_defends_execution_without_charges/singleton/

Devon DB is a 20 year old writer and researcher. He is currently majoring in political
science at Fairleigh Dickinson University.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Devon Douglas-Bowers, Global Research, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Devon Douglas-
Bowers

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/devon-db
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/devon-db
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/devon-db
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

