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The Coming War on Lebanon: Israel, Saudi Arabia,
U.S. Prepare “Long-Planned Middle East War”
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THE WAR ON LEBANON

This previously published article (December 2017) on Global Research reveals the well-
calculated plan of the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia on inciting a “civil war” in Lebanon to
defeat Hezbollah. 

Israel  –  seemingly  leading  the  squad  with  the  green  signal  from  Washington  –  has
just fabricated yet another grounds for war. 

***

Washington’s plan to oust Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has ultimately failed. Now
Lebanon seems to be in the cross-hairs with tensions between Israel and Hezbollah on the
same level that led to the 2006 Lebanon war. There is also the possibility that a new
offensive against Syria that might take place as Washington maintains its troop levels in the
devastated country caused by ISIS and other terrorists groups they supported. Various
reports suggests that the Pentagon may reveal that there are close to 2,000 U.S. troops
stationed in Syria even though ISIS has been defeated. So why is Washington staying in
Syria? Will there be another attempt to overthrow Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in the
near  future?  Most  likely,  yes.  Adding  the  Trump  administration’s  continued  hostilities
towards Iran, the drumbeats of a new war in the Middle East is loud and clear.

Israel, Saudi Arabia and the U.S. have one main objective at the moment and that is to
destabilize  Lebanon and attempt  to  defeat  Hezbollah  before  they  prepare  for  another
offensive in Syria to remove Assad from power. Before they declare an all-out war on Iran,
they must neutralize their allies,  Hezbollah and Syria which is by far an extremely difficult
task to accomplish.

The  Israeli  government  knows  that  it  cannot  defeat  Hezbollah  without  sacrificing  both  its
military and civilian populations. Israel needs the U.S. military for added support if their
objective is to somewhat succeed. Israel and the U.S. can continue its support of ISIS and
other  terrorist  groups  to  create  a  new  civil  war  in  Lebanon  through  false-flag  terror
operations which in a strategic sense, can lead to an internal civil war. Can Hezbollah and
the Lebanese military prevent terrorist groups from entering its territory? So far they have
been successful  in defeating ISIS on the Lebanon-Syria border,  and will  most likely be
successful in preventing a new U.S.-supported terrorist haven in Lebanon. Lebanon’s Prime
Minister  Saad Hariri  who  originally  resigned  from his  post  while  visiting  the  Saudi
Kingdom, then suspending his resignation is a sign that a political crisis has been set in
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motion. So what happens next?

The Curse: Lebanon’s Natural Resources and the Greater Israel Project

In the case of a devastating war on Lebanon, with a civil war intact, Israel would surely
attempt to take control over Lebanon’s natural resources. Since Trump got in the White
House,  Israel  has  expanded  its  Jewish  settlements  through  land  seizures  throughout
Palestine at unprecedented levels and with the occupation of the Golan Heights (a Syrian
territory), they already control a portion of oil, gas and vital water supplies. Lebanon would
be a huge bonus. In 2013, Lebanese  Energy Minister Gebran Bassil  estimated that
Lebanon has around 96 trillion cubic feet of natural gas reserves and 865 million barrels of
oil  offshore.  With  Lebanon’s  political  chaos  and  Israel  preparing  for  a  long-term  war  with
Hezbollah, all leads to Israel Shahak’s ‘The Zionist Plan for the Middle East’ which states the
intended goal for the fragmentation of Lebanon and other adversaries in the Middle East:

3)  This  is  not  a  new  idea,  nor  does  it  surface  for  the  first  time  in  Zionist
strategic thinking. Indeed, fragmenting all Arab states into smaller units has
been a recurrent theme. This theme has been documented on a very modest
scale  in  the  AAUG  publication,  Israel’s  Sacred  Terrorism  (1980),  by  Livia
Rokach. Based on the memoirs of Moshe Sharett, former Prime Minister of
Israel, Rokach’s study documents, in convincing detail, the Zionist plan as it
applies to Lebanon and as it was prepared in the mid-fifties.

4) The first massive Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1978 bore this plan
out  to  the  minutest  detail.  The  second  and  more  barbaric  and
encompassing Israeli invasion of Lebanon on June 6, 1982, aims to
effect certain parts of this plan which hopes to see not only Lebanon,
but Syria and Jordan as well, in fragments. This ought to make mockery
of Israeli public claims regarding their desire for a strong and independent
Lebanese central government. More accurately, they want a Lebanese central
government  that  sanctions  their  regional  imperialist  designs  by  signing  a
peace treaty with them. They also seek acquiescence in their designs by the
Syrian,  Iraqi,  Jordanian  and  other  Arab  governments  as  well  as  by  the
Palestinian people. What they want and what they are planning for is not an
Arab world, but a world of Arab fragments that is ready to succumb to Israeli
hegemony.  Hence,  Oded Yinon in  his  essay,  “A Strategy for  Israel  in  the
1980’s,”  talks about “far-reaching opportunities for  the first  time since 1967”
that are created by the “very stormy situation [that] surrounds Israel” 

Israel is gearing up for a long and devastating war against Hezbollah, an Iranian-ally who is .
based in Lebanon’s southern region to deter Israel’s expansionist ideas. As Saudi Arabia
(Israel’s closest ally in the region) continues its immoral and devastating war on Yemen, it is
raising tensions with Iran. According to Thomas L. Freidman’s article ‘Saudi Arabia’s Arab
Spring, At Last’ praising who he calls “M.B.S.” or Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince, Mohammed
bin Salman for his reformist policies. According to Friedman 

“Iran’s “supreme leader is the new Hitler of the Middle East,” said M.B.S. “But
we learned from Europe that appeasement doesn’t work. We don’t want the
new Hitler in Iran to repeat what happened in Europe in the Middle East.”

The Trump administration’s continued support of the Saudi Monarchy which negotiated an
arms deal worth billions to take place has only emboldened the Saudi government to take
an aggressive stand towards its adversaries in the Middle East namely, Iran.
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Lebanon Prepares for Another War

On November 21st, Reuters’ published an article titled ‘Lebanon army chief warns of Israel
threat amid political crisis’based on Lebanon’s Army Chief warning his troops to be on high
alert concerning Israel’s aggressive behavior along the Southern border. It was reported
that 

“Lebanon’s army chief told his soldiers on Tuesday to be extra vigilant to
prevent  unrest  during  political  turmoil  after  the  prime  minister  quit,  and
accused Israel of “aggressive” intentions across the southern frontier” despite
Lebanon’s Prime Minister Saad Hariri’s return to Lebanon and decided to put
his resignation on hold.

Commander-General-Joseph-Aoun  (Source:
The  National)

The army’s Twitter account quoted the Lebanese Army’s Commander General Joseph
Aoun who said that

“Troops  should  be  ready  to  “thwart  any  attempt  to  exploit  the  current
circumstances for stirring strife” and that “the exceptional political situation
that Lebanon is going through requires you to exercise the highest levels of
awareness.”

Israel  understands  that  a  defeat  against  Hezbollah  and  the  Lebanese  military  will  be
absolutely difficult to accomplish, therefore preparations to engage the Hezbollah this time
will be an effort to create as much damage as possible and reduce their military capabilities,
maybe in time for U.S. troops to enter the war through Syria and coordinate targets with
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). As I mentioned earlier, and may I add, with an interesting
choice  of  words,  a  report  published by  Reuters  on  November  24th  suggests  that  the
Pentagon might announce how many troops they have in Syria:

Two U.S.  officials,  speaking on the condition of  anonymity,  said the Pentagon
could, as early as Monday, publicly announce that there are slightly more than
2,000 U.S. troops in Syria. They said there was always a possibility that last
minute changes in schedules could delay an announcement. That is not an
increase in troop numbers, just a more accurate count, as the numbers often
fluctuate

A War That No One Will Win 
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The Council of Foreign Relations (CFR), an establishment think-tank based in New York City
published an article on July 30th of this year by Neocon warmonger Eliot Abrams who was
a deputy assistant and deputy national security adviser for President George W. Bush
titled ‘The Next Israel-Hezbollah Conflict’ admits that “the next war is a war that will not be
“won” by Israel or Hezbollah.” Abrams said that “Israel’s realistic war aims will not match
the  damage  it  will  suffer—and  the  damage  it  will  necessarily  inflict”  in  reference  to  a
strategic assessment ‘by Israel’s Institute for National Security Studies titled ‘Political and
Military Contours of the Next Conflict with Hezbollah’ by Gideon Sa’ar, an Israeli politician
and a former Likud member of the Knesset and Ron Tira, a strategist, Israeli Air Force officer
and a pilot highlights what Israel’s realistic goals should be:

Israel’s  objectives  in  a  future  conflict  will  be  derived  first  and  foremost  from
what  it  wants  to  achieve  in  the  distinct  context  (such  as,  for  example,
preventing  Hezbollah’s  buildup  of  certain  qualitative  edge  capabilities  or
preventing deployment of high quality Iranian weapon systems in Syria), but a
review of the fundamental data reveals a few “generic” objectives that could
be applicable in many contexts: postponing the following conflict, shaping the
rules  for  the  routine  times  that  will  follow  the  conflict,  increasing  deterrence
with respect to Hezbollah and third parties, undermining the attractiveness of
Hezbollah’s  war  paradigm (use of  rockets  and missiles  hidden among the
civilian population), preserving Israel’s relations with its allies, and creating the
conditions to reduce Iranian involvement in the post-war reconstruction of
Lebanon, as well as imposing new and enforceable restrictions on the freedom
of access of the Iran-Alawite-Hezbollah axis

The strategic  assessment  mentioned what  realistic  goals  Israel  can  achieve  when the
conflict takes place according to the assessment:

There is only a limited range of “positive” and achievable objectives that Israel
can hope to attain from Hezbollah and from Lebanon. While the purpose of an
armed conflict is always political, in many contexts it is hard to find a political
objective that is both meaningful and achievable at a reasonable cost, and that
is  the reason for  the basic  lack  of  value that  can be found in  an Israel-
Hezbollah military conflict 

The reason according to Mr. Abrams’s conclusion that an Israeli defeat over Hezbollah is
impossible is because of Russia’s presence in the region:

That’s because Russia cannot be expelled, Lebanon will remain roughly half-
Shia, and Hezbollah will survive—as will its relationship with Iran. After the war,
the best assumption would be that Hezbollah will rebuild, as it did after 2006.
But  Hezbollah  would  achieve  nothing  positive  in  such  a  conflict,  suffering
immense damage and bringing immense destruction upon Lebanon. Its only
possible “gain” is the damage it would inflict on Israel. In a way this is the only
“good news”

Israel’s Economy During Wartime

David Rosenberg’s opinion piece ‘Israel’s Next War: We Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet’ on the
2014  Israel-Gaza  Conflict  in  the  Israel-based  news  source  Haaretz  explains  the
consequences  of  war  and  how  it  effects  Israel’s  economy.  Rosenberg  said  that
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 “In 2014, the missile war wasn’t a threat so much as a spectacle, as Israelis
watched Iron Dome missiles bring down Qassam rockets, to applause. Score
one for the home team.”

However, Rosenberg claims that the next war with Hezbollah will be different, in fact it will
effect Israel’s economy in several ways:

The next war isn’t going to look like that. The round figure everyone uses for
Hezbollah’s missile arsenal is 100,000. That is a suspiciously round figure and
is probably wrong, but no one disputes that the Shiite militia is well-armed, and
more importantly, many of its missiles carry much more powerful warheads
and are much more accurate than they were in 2006. Hezbollah’s arsenal
includes attack drones and coast-to-sea missiles, too. For its part, Israel is also
better  prepared.  Iron Dome,  which is  designed to  bring down short-range
rockets, has been complemented by the introduction of the David’s Sling and
Arrow systems, designed to intercept long-range rockets and ballistic missiles,
respectively. 

But against an onslaught of thousands of missiles, no Domes, Slings or Arrows
will be able to provide the kind of defense Israelis have grown used to. Israel’s
infrastructure and economic activity are vulnerable to even a limited missile
attack  from  Hezbollah.  Geographically,  Israel  is  a  small  country  with  no
hinterland,  which  means  facilities  for  electric  power  and  water  are
concentrated in small areas. More than a quarter of electric power is generated
at  just  two  sites.  Natural  gas  is  produced  at  a  single  offshore  field  and
delivered via a single pipeline. A large portion of our exports derive from a
single  industrial  plant.  A  prolonged missile  war  will  almost  certainly  bring
business to a halt

Israel’s economy will shrink within a short-time period according to Rosenberg:

In the worst-case scenario, a post-war Israel would no longer be seen by global
investors and businesses as a safe place to put their money and do deals.
Imagine  Startup  Nation  without  the  constant  flow  of  cross-border  capital  and
mergers and acquisitions. The fantasyland of the last 11 years would disappear
in a matter of days or weeks

Rosenberg  is  correct.  For  example,  during  the  2014  Israel-Gaza  Conflict,  Israel  was  faced
with economic uncertainties. The Times of Israel published an article during the conflict with
an appropriate title ‘War depresses people, economy; strong shekel harmful’ clarified what
experts said on how the economy would be effected during a “drawn-out” conflict:

Experts temper the pessimism by noting that in the past, the Israeli economy
has been resilient. If the current conflict is resolved quickly, there may be little
cause for concern. On the other hand, a drawn out conflict in Gaza may cause
investors to worry about the country’s stability and could cause long term
damage to  Israel’s  reputation  and  position  as  a  key  player  in  the  global
economy. 

“Our key concerns are the openness of the Israeli economy and our ability to
be a key player in the global markets,” Zvi Eckstein, former deputy governor of
the Bank of Israel and dean of the School of Economics at the Interdisciplinary
Center (IDC) Herzliya, noted in an interview with The Times of Israel. “It’s really
still a key uncertainty how the conflict will end up,” said Eckstein. “Most people
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predict we will get back to the same relatively stable geopolitical situation as
we were in early July, and if so, I would say the economy would rebound back
later  next year.  But if  not,  the threat to Israel’s  economy would be quite
devastating”

That  conflict  was  against  a  weaker  adversary,  Hamas.  For  starters,  a  war  with  Hezbollah,
Lebanon and Syria however would have a negative impact on Israel’s tourism industry
where it receives more than 3 million tourists (mainly from the U.S. and Europe) per year.
Israel’s  level  of  production  will  also  take  a  hit.  The  Street  published  an  interesting
article ‘How Is  Israel’s  Economy Affected by the Current War?’  explains what happened to
Israel’s economy during the 2014 Israel-Gaza Conflict:

The Israeli economy suffers directly from reductions in productivity every time
missile  alert  sirens  send  the  country’s  residents  into  bomb shelters.  The
economic costs of the war are estimated upwards of $2.9 billion, and already
the war has soaked up 1.2% of the GDP. In the event that quiet prevails after a
ceasefire is  reached,  the Israeli  economy is  resilient  enough to withstand the
costs of this operation.

History  reflects  that  the  Israeli  economy  surged  at  a  rate  of  6%  prior  to  the
2006 Lebanon war and then slowed down to 2.9% prior to this current conflict.
The tourism sector is going to be particularly hard hit, and if a third intifada
ensues the economic costs for Israel could be crippling. Since a big chunk of
Israel’s workforce is enlisted in the IDF, productivity declines are widespread
and  costs  are  mounting.  The  IMA  (Israel  Manufacturers  Association)  has
already listed a figure of $240 million in losses as a result of the war effort

Another War, Another Tragedy

Israel, Saudi Arabia and the U.S. want to permanently eliminate the Iran-Syria-Hezbollah
alliance and to achieve that goal, Lebanon will have to become another Libya causing more
chaos in an already volatile situation. The only beneficiaries in this coming war is Israel and
the U.S.  if  of  course,  they  are  victorious.  The U.S.  and their  allies  would  re-establish
themselves as the hegemonic power in the Middle East with absolute control  over the
natural resources including oil, gas and water. Israel would also expand and conquer more
territory for Greater Israel. Saudi Arabia would remain a vassal state with more political
leverage over its neighbors.

And if Saudi Arabia foolishly decided to go to war with Iran, the House of Saud will inevitably
collapse since Iran is much more stronger, militarily speaking. Washington plans to keep its
military presence in Syria is a signal that removing Assad from power is still on the agenda.
Saudi Arabia, Israel and the Trump administration (decertifying the Iran Nuclear Deal with
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the intention to eventually kill the deal) is a recipe for a planned long-term conflict. Israel’s
economy would suffer a major setback if  they were to launch an attack against Hezbollah.
Besides the fact that a war against Hezbollah would mean that missiles would constantly
strike within Israel, creating a massive amount of stress on Israeli citizens and a downturn of
the economy would only add another dimension to the wide-reaching full-scale war. Israel
hopes that Hezbollah will be temporally neutralized until the U.S. congress and the Trump
Administration jointly approve another military and economic aid package worth billions in
time to continue its wars. Then there is the possibility of a joint U.S., Saudi Arabia and Israeli
orchestrated attack on Syria to remove Assad from power to ultimately isolate Iran, but with
Russia and China backing Iran, it would be a no-win situation.  The biggest loser in all of its
foreign policy blunders is the U.S. Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Israel’s plan to launch more aggressive wars against its neighbors to further an expansionist
objective would come at a great cost to Israeli citizens as their economy sinks into the rabbit
hole and with the threat of incoming missiles from southern Lebanon makes it that much
more worst. Lebanon and to an extent Israel will be once again devastated by a new war.
For both sides of the border, it is a formula for disastrous consequences.

This article was originally published by Silent Crow News.
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