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Amid conflicting reports that a huge explosion at Iran’s uranium conversion facility in
Isfahan occurred last week, speculation was rife that Israel and the United States were
stepping-up covert attacks against defense and nuclear installations.

The Isfahan complex transforms mined uranium into uranium fluoride gas which is then
“spun” by centrifuges that enrich it into usable products for medical research and for Iran’s
civilian nuclear energy program.

While Iranian officials sought to distance themselves from initial reporting by the semi-
official Fars news agency that a “loud explosion” was heard across the city, but that “the
sound of the explosion was from [a] military exercise,” has been contradicted by several
sources.

Indeed, some Iranian officials have denied that an explosion even took place.

On Tuesday however, The Times reported that “satellite imagery ... confirmed that a blast
that rocked the city of Isfahan on Monday struck the uranium enrichment facility there,
despite denials by Tehran.”

“The images,” Times reporter Sheera Frenkel averred, “clearly showed billowing smoke and
destruction, negating Iranian claims yesterday that no such explosion had taken place.
Israeli intelligence officials told The Times that there was ‘no doubt’ that the blast struck the
nuclear facilities at Isfahan and that it was ‘no accident’.”

Despite clear evidence that Israel and the United States have stepped-up their shadow war
against the Islamic Republic, Defense Minister Ehud Barak “played down speculation on
Saturday that Israel and U.S.-led allies were waging clandestine war on Iran, saying
sanctions and the threat of military strikes were still the way to curb its nuclear program,”
Reuters reported.

Proverbial “facts on the ground” however, tell a different tale.

The latest attack on Iran’s civilian nuclear program followed a blast two weeks ago at the
sprawling Bid Ganeh missile base 25 miles west of Tehran.

That blast killed upwards of 30 members of the Iran Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
including Major General Hassan Moggadam, a senior leader of Iran’s missile program.

Satellite imagery shows much of the base in ruins. The attack was described by Time
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Magazine as the work “of Israel’s external intelligence service, Mossad.”

In a backhanded confirmation that Monday’s blast was the handiwork of Mossad and their
terrorist proxies, the Mojahedin-e Khalg (MEK), Frenkel wrote that “Dan Meridor, the Israeli
Intelligence Minister, said: ‘There are countries who impose economic sanctions and there
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are countries who act in other ways in dealing with the Iranian nuclear threat’.

Frenkel reported that “Major-General Giora Eiland, Israel’s former director of national
security told Israel’s army radio that the Isfahan blast was no accident. ‘There aren’t many
coincidences, and when there are so many events there is probably some sort of guiding
hand, though perhaps it's the hand of God’,” Eiland said.

The Isfahan blast, as with other recent attacks, were allegedly in response to allegations
made last month in a report filed by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that Iran
may be seeking to develop nuclear weapons.

However, while the “Agency continues to verify the non-diversion of declared nuclear
material at the nuclear facilities,” the ginned-up report relied on information provided by
“Member states,” presumably Israel and United States in the form of forged computer
laptop documents and other “intelligence sources.”

The Agency claims they were “unable to provide credible assurance about the absence of
undeclared nuclear material and activities in Iran, and therefore to conclude that all nuclear
material in Iran is in peaceful activities.”

Black operations targeting the Islamic Republic aren’t solely the province of America’s
“stationary aircraft carrier in the Middle East,” Israel. As Seymour Hersh reported last spring
in The New Yorker: “In the past six years, soldiers from the Joint Special Operations Force,
working with Iranian intelligence assets, put in place cutting-edge surveillance techniques,
according to two former intelligence officers.”

In 2007, ABC News disclosed that “the CIA has received secret presidential approval to
mount a covert ‘black’ operation to destabilize the Iranian government.”

Unnamed sources told ABC News that President Bush signed a presidential finding “that
puts into motion a CIA plan that reportedly includes a coordinated campaign of propaganda,
disinformation and manipulation of Iran’s currency and international financial transactions.”

Congress has appropriated some $300 million for the CIA and the Pentagon’s covert war.

In the intervening years, those programs have turned lethal. Widely applauded by “liberal”
Democrats and “conservative” Republicans alike, these programs have continued, indeed
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expanded under Barack Obama’s “progressive” Democratic administration.

Despite the fact that there “is also constant satellite coverage of major suspect areas in
Iran,” The New Yorker reported “that nothing significantly new had been learned to suggest
that Iran is pursuing a nuclear weapon.”

‘Shadow War’ Heating Up

Iran’s intelligence services haven't been sitting idly by watching American, British, and
Israeli terror operations.
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On Sunday, Al Jazeera reported that the Iranian armed forces “brought down an unmanned
US spy plane.”

“Iran’s military has downed an intruding RQ-170 American drone in eastern Iran,” Iran’s
Arabic-language Al Alam state television network quoted an unnamed source as saying on
Sunday.”

“The semiofficial Fars news agency,” Al Jazeera averred, said “that the plane is now in the
possession of Iran’s armed forces. The Fars news agency is close to the powerful
Revolutionary Guard.”

“Fars reported that the drone had been brought down through a combined effort by Iran’s
armed forces, air defence forces and its electronic warfare unit after the plane briefly
violated the country’s airspace at its eastern border.”

An unnamed source, according to AFP, warned that Iran’s armed response would “not be
limited to our country’s borders” for the “blatant territorial violation.”

AFP also reported that in June, “Brigadier General Amir-Ali Hajizadeh, the commander of the
Guards’ aerospace unit, said Iran had shown Russian experts the US drones in its
possession.

“‘Russian experts requested to see these drones and they looked at both the downed
drones and the models made by the Guards through reverse engineering,” he said.”

In a further sign that the “shadow war” is heating up, last week’s occupation of the British
embassy in Tehran may have been a warning to the U.K. over sanctioned leaks by the
British defense establishment to The Guardian which suggested that “Britain’s armed forces
are stepping up their contingency planning for potential military action against Iran.”

“In anticipation of a potential attack,” The Guardian disclosed that “British military planners
are examining where best to deploy Royal Navy ships and submarines equipped with
Tomahawk cruise missiles over the coming months as part of what would be an air and sea
campaign.

The embassy occupation and subsequent downgrade of diplomatic relations between Britain
and Iran mean these threats are being taken very seriously indeed.

Asia Times Online reported that Iran’s claim “to have arrested 12 spies working for the
United States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is potentially a major blow to American
intelligence-gathering efforts in Iran and to American intelligence generally.”

Following closely on the heels of last month’s arrest in Lebanon of some 30 CIA operatives
by Hezbollah “is suggestive of a major American intelligence defeat, if not a full-blown
disaster,” Asia Times analyst Mahan Abedin wrote.

Far from being a high-quality intelligence operation, Abedin averred that the “CIA is
operating a lower threshold of quality control in terms of agent recruitment and
management” and that this reflects “a scatter-gun approach by the CIA inasmuch as the
agency is targeting virtually any Iranian citizen it believes could potentially provide useful
information on the CIA’s target set.”
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According to Abedin’s Iranian sources, the CIA’'s team of “operatives and analysts” appears
to have been “embedded within numerous official and unofficial American organizations,
including US embassies, multinational corporations, medium-sized commercial
organizations, recruitment consultancies, immigration and wider legal services, academic
and quasi-academic institutions and reputable (i.e. longstanding) as well as newly set up
think tanks.”

In other words, as many researchers have amply documented, efforts by the U.S. secret
state to subvert a target nation’s internal defenses prior to full-on “regime change” either
through direct warfare (Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, now Syria) or via an American-brokered
“color revolution” (Yugoslavia, Venezuela, Ukraine, Georgia) are not about “freedom and
democracy” but to achieve Washington’s geopolitical goals: total economic and political
domination.

“But despite clear improvements in counter-espionage capabilities and protective security
measures,” Abedin writes, “Iran is still some way away from making it prohibitively costly for
Western agencies to operate inside the country. Indeed, all the major West European, North
American and Israeli intelligence services are either active inside Iran or work closely with
some elements of the Iranian diaspora.”

Describing the “psychological warfare” dimensions of a looming confrontation, Abedin wrote
in a subsequent Asia Times Online piece that the covert war operates on two fronts, “one
visible and rhetorical and conducted through official and unofficial media and the other
secret and centered on sabotage.”

“In so far as the former is concerned Iran has risen to the challenge by superseding tough
American and Israeli rhetoric with even tougher rhetoric.”

“However,” Abedin averred, “it is on the sabotage front-where Iran appears to be under
attack from several directions-that the Islamic Republic is raising eyebrows even amongst
its hardcore supporters by displaying remarkable tolerance in the face of intolerable
provocations.”

“More broadly, the Iranians are not paying sufficient attention to the long-term
consequences of military confrontation with the United States and her allies.”

That the “long-term consequences” of a Western-led attack will be an unmitigated disaster
for the Iranian people, indeed for people across the entire region and for world peace and
stability as a whole, doesn’t mean that Washington won’t gamble that a “limited war” could
be “contained.”

As analyst William Blum wrote in his Anti-Empire Report: “The secret to understanding US
foreign policy is that there is no secret. Principally, one must come to the realization that the
United States strives to dominate the world. Once one understands that, much of the
apparent confusion, contradiction, and ambiguity surrounding Washington’s policies fades
away.”

“Examine a map,” Blum observed. “Iran sits directly between two of the United States’ great
obsessions-lrag and Afghanistan ... directly between two of the world’s greatest oil
regions-the Persian Gulf and Caspian Sea areas ... it's part of the encirclement of the two
leading potential threats to American world domination-Russia and China ... Tehran will
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never be a client state or obedient poodle to Washington. How could any good, self-
respecting Washington imperialist resist such a target? Bombs Away!”

Commenting on the Isfahan attack which described Israeli “black ops” as a “route to war,”
left-wing analyst Richard Silverstein wrote on the Tikun Olam web site, that “the tragedy of
this black ops program is that it will not rattle or deter Iran, as Israeli intelligence believes.”

“Contrary to what Israeli generals believe,” Silverstein wrote, “the Iranians are
not pushovers, they can't be intimidated. They're willing to die for their country
even more than Israelis. They’ve fought defensive wars going back decades
and lost millions in conflict. A few explosions, assassinations, and computer
viruses will not spook them.”

The drift towards war, which include moves to strangle Iran’s economy prior to a strike, has
gained traction on multiple fronts.

On Friday, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed legislation as part of the $644. 3 billion 2012
Defense Authorization Act that “would give the president the power starting July 1 to bar
foreign financial institutions that do business with Iran’s central bank from having
correspondent bank accounts in the U.S.,” Bloomberg BusinessWeek reported.

Coupled with reports that Germany and other EU member states will “considerably
strengthen” sanctions against Iran, the leftist publication German Foreign Policy disclosed
that “Berlin is participating in the intensification of western pressure on Teheran.”

Rejecting NATO rhetoric that new punitive economic measures are over “the so-called
nuclear dispute,” GFP’s analyst correctly states that the “conflict is, in fact, over hegemony,
with the West seeking to defend at all costs its predominance in the Middle Eastern
resource-rich regions.”

While “Berlin’s politicians are still divided over Iran ... Transatlantic oriented forces are
preparing the public for possible military strikes.”

Regarding the strengthening of the West’s sanctions regime, the World Socialist Web Site
reported that the EU has “agreed to sanction some 200 Iranian companies, individuals and
organisations. European Council President Herman Van Rompuy met with Obama on
Monday and issued a joint statement expressing ‘deep concern’ over Iran’s nuclear
program, raising the possibility of ‘additional measures’ against the Iranian regime.”

“France,” left-wing critic Oliver Campbell noted, “which is not a major importer of Iranian oil,
issued a statement calling for ‘new sanctions on an unprecedented scale,” including freezing
the assets of the Iranian central bank and putting an embargo on Iranian oil.”

“Russia, which has acquiesced in imposing previous sanctions on Iran, has bluntly opposed
further punitive measures. Russian foreign ministry spokesman Alexander Lukashevich
denounced the latest sanctions as ‘unacceptable’ and ‘contradictory to international law.’
China and Turkey have also opposed additional UN penalties.”
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There are new signs that this sharply escalating crisis is fraught with peril.

Last week, Russia Today reported that “Moscow is deploying warships at its base in the
Syrian port of Tartus. The long-planned mission comes, providentially, at the very moment
when it could help prevent a potential conflict in the strategically important Middle Eastern
country.

"The Russian battle group will consist of three vessels led by the heavy aircraft-carrying
missile cruiser, Admiral Kuznetsov.”

“Of course, the Russian naval forces in the Mediterranean will be incommensurate with
those of the US 6th Fleet, which includes one or two aircraft carriers and several escort
ships,” former Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Viktor Kravchenko told Russia Today.

Pointedly, Kravchenko warned, “today, no one talks about possible military clashes, since an
attack on any Russian ship would be regarded as a declaration of war with all the
consequences.”

Richard Silverstein grimly observed “that Israel knows that black ops will turn Iran more
intransigent. It welcomes such Iranian rigidity because it means the day is closer when it will
be set loose on the Iranians. Israel’s policy toward Iran is scorched earth.”

The clock is ticking...
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