
| 1

The Attacks on Charlie Hebdo and the “Kosher
Grocery Store”: Israel’s Mossad “to the Rescue”?

By Prof Michel Chossudovsky
Global Research, November 14, 2015

Region: Europe
Theme: Intelligence, Media Disinformation

Paris is once more the victim of a criminal terrorist attack resulting in more than 140 deaths.
Our thoughts are with families of the victims.

To fully comprehend these tragic events,  we bring to the attention of our readers our
coverage of the January 2015 Charlie Hebdo Attacks.

This article was first published on January 9, 2015

Amply  documented,  the French Republic  under  the helm of  president  Francois
Hollande is supporting as well as funding Al Qaeda affiliated terrorists.  

“The forbidden truth” which the French public should address is that their government
together with the US, NATO and Israel –while waging a self-proclaimed “Global War on
Terrorism”– routinely provide covert support to the same terrorist entities which are the
object of their “humanitarian wars” and “counter-terrorism operations”.  

While the French media in chorus point to the jihadist threat to “Freedom of Expression”,
not a single French media has had the courage of  raising the broader issue of  State
sponsorship  of  terrorism  and  the  insidious  role  of  the  French  government  and  its
intelligence apparatus in supporting Al Qaeda affiliated entities not only in the Middle East
and Africa but also in France. 

In a bitter irony, the campaign following the terrorist attack on Charlie Hebdo has not
contributed to  sustaining “Freedom of  Expression”.   In  fact  quite  the  opposite.  It  has
contributed to a new wave of media censorship.

There is a gruesome political agenda behind these attacks which must be the object of
public debate. Who are the terrorists? Those who commit terrorist acts or those
who control and finance the terrorists?  

Israel to the Rescue of the Kosher Grocery Store in Paris Vincennes

According to reports, French police have launched raids “on two separate sieges”  at a
kosher grocery in a Jewish neighbourhood in Paris and at Dammartin en Goële, a small
town 30 km. northeast of Paris “where the Charlie Hebdo suspects have reportedly been
killed” (Daily Telegraph, January 9, 2015).

Unconfirmed reports suggest that there were up to 10 hostages inside the kosher grocery.

Hours before the Jewish Sabbath, the street is usually especially crowded with

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation


| 2

shoppers – French Jews and tourists alike.

The Vincennes region of eastern Paris in which the second, grocery hostage
situation is taking place has a large Jewish population. (Daily Telegraph,
January 9, 2015)

Because the Jewish community is allegedly threatened, Israel was to come to the rescue of
the  kosher  grocery  store.  This  was  confirmed  in  an  official  statement  by  the  Israeli
government.

In  this  regard,  Prime  minister  Netanyahu  confirmed  on  January  9,  the  dispatch  of   an
Israeli  Police  SWAT team unit  which  would  be  working  in  liaison  with  its  French
counterparts.  The Israeli  SWAT unit “specialising in siege situations and rescues is on
standby ready to travel to Paris to assist the French authorities resolve the siege of the
kosher grocery store.” according to Haaretz (emphasis added).

It should be noted that the entire French police apparatus is mobilized.  What would be the
role of the Israeli  police forces? Political  propaganda? Bear in mind: president Francois
Hollande is  scheduled  to  make a  major  political  statement  in  the  wake of  the  police
operation.

Foreknowledge of  the Charlie Hebdo Attack?

The suspects were known to French intelligence.

Media and intelligence sources confirm that “the French authorities had been warned
about Said and Cherif Kouachi ahead of this Wednesday’s initial attack on Charlie
Hebdo”  (Daily  Telegraph,  January  9,  2015,  emphasis  added),  pointing   to  possible
foreknowledge of the attacks.

If they had been duly warned, why did they not act to prevent the attack from occurring?

The Role of Mossad

In addition to the Israeli SWAT team, Prime minister Netanyahu “has ordered Mossad to
provide  French  officials  for  all  the  assistance  they  need  in  tackling  the  ongoing
terror situation in and around Paris” (Daily Telegraph, emphasis added).  What this
suggests is  that Mossad agents would be operating on French soil  in  partnership with
France’s  Direction générale de la sécurité extérieure formerly known as  Le Deuxième
Bureau.

According to Israel’s prime minister Netanyahu,  (January 9)

“[the attacks on Charlie Hebdo and the Paris kosher grocery store] are a
microcosm of of a greater battle against jihadists  …

This is a global struggle. Bringing to justice the Paris murderers is just the
beginning,…

And all of them seek to destroy our freedoms and to impose on all of us a
violent,  medieval  tyranny.  They  might  have  different  names,  but  all  of  them
are driven by the same hatred and blood-thirsty fanaticism.”
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They  bomb  churches  in  Iraq;  they  slaughter  tourists  in  Bali;  they  rocket
civilians from Gaza; and strive to build nuclear weapons in Iran…we have to
fight  these  enemies  of  our  common  civilization”  (quoted  in  Times  of  Israel,
January  9,  2015)

What  the Times of  Israel  report  fails  to  mention is  that  Netanyahu has been actively
supporting Islamic State (ISIS) and Al Nusrah terrorists out of the occupied Golan heights.
 While coming to France’s rescue,  Netanyahu does not deny his government’s support of
the jihadists in Syria.  The IDF top brass has acknowledged that  “global jihad elements
inside Syria” are supported by Israel:

Netanyahu toured the Golan Heights with Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon and
IDF Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Benny Gantz.

At a lookout point overlooking the Syrian border, OC Northern Command Maj.-
Gen.  Yair  Golan  briefed  Netanyahu  on  the  presence  of  global  jihad
elements inside Syria,  as well  as on the work being done to fortify the
Israeli-Syrian border fence. (Jerusalem Post, February 19, 2014)

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu Shakes Hand with
an Al Qaeda Terrorist. Is the wounded terrorist an Israeli intelligence asset? 

“Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  and  Defence  Minister  Moshe
Ya’alon next to a wounded mercenary,  Israeli  military field hospital  at  the
occupied Golan Heights’ border with Syria, 18 February 2014″ (ibid, emphasis
added)

Ironically, the State of Israel is collaborating with the French authorities in the Charlie Hebdo
counterterrorism operation,  while also supporting the two main terrorist entities in
Syria: the Islamic State (ISIS) and Al Nusrah.

While there is no evidence of  Mossad presence prior to the Charlie Hebdo attacks, it should
be noted that France and Israel have  a longstanding bilateral relationship in military and
intelligence affairs. The fact that the Israeli government announced its intention to dispatch
Mossad officials  to Paris  might suggest that Israeli  intelligence officials  were in Paris  at  an
earlier date, prior to the January 9 official announcement by PM Netanyahu.

State Sponsorship of Terrorism

Amply  documented,  the French Republic  under  the helm of  president  Francois
Hollande  is  supporting  as  well  as  funding  Al  Qaeda  affiliated  terrorists  in  the
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Middle  East  and  North  Africa  in  liaison  with  the  US,  NATO  and  Israel:

France, as part of a NATO-led coalition, has been arming, funding, aiding, and
otherwise perpetuating Al Qaeda terrorists for years, beginning, on record in
Libya  with  the  overthrow  of  Libyan  leader  Muammar  Gaddafi  and  continuing
until today with NATO’s arming, harboring, and backing of Al Qaeda terrorists
including the so-called “Islamic State” (ISIS) within and along Syria’s borders.

With the recent attack in Paris likely the work of the very terrorists France has
been arming and backing across North Africa and the Middle East, the French
government itself stands responsible, guilty of the continued material support
of a terrorist organization that has now killed French citizens, including two
police  officers,  not  only  on  French  soil,  but  within  the  French  capital  itself.
(Tony  Cartalucci,  Global  Research,  January  8,  2015)

“The  forbidden  truth”  which  the  French  public  should  address  is  that  Western
governments including US, UK, France, NATO and Israel –while waging a self-proclaimed
“Global War on Terrorism”– routinely provide covert support to the same terrorist entities
which are the object of their “humanitarian wars” and “counter-terrorism operations”.

While the French media in chorus point to “Freedom of Expression” in journalism, not a
single French media has had the courage of pointing to the issue of State sponsorship of
terrorism.  

 

Charlie Hebdo Timeline

by the Daily Telegraph Online

January 9, 2015

We are posting below the timeline of the Daily Telegraph pertaining to the Attack on Charlie
Hebdo as well as the police operation which was launched in the wake of the attack on
Wednesday January 7. The timeline is in reverse chronological order. 

(Copyright Daily Telegraph, 2015). 

We have highlighted a number of paragraphs which shed reveal the nature of this operation.
 

Latest, January 9, 2015 (Paris time) 

17.18 Paris: TFI is reporting that some people stayed safe during the grocery siege by
hiding in the cold store. The gunman didn’t know they were there, because they kept silent,
according to the report.

17.13 Francois Hollande to address the nation after two sieges end.

17.12 Paris: Four people critically wounded after grocery siege.

http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2011/06/global-hypocrisy-france-arming-libyan.html
http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2011/06/global-hypocrisy-france-arming-libyan.html
http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2012/09/france-to-fundarm-al-qaeda-in-syria.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11329976/Paris-Charlie-Hebdo-attack-live.html
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17.05 Paris: Reports now saying that there were up to 10 hostages inside the kosher
grocery. Earlier reports had said six.

Four of the hostages have been killed, police state.

17.03 Dammartin: Harriet Alexander reports:

Two RAID police have been injured in the conclusion of  the Dammartin siege – one
critically, the other shot in the leg. 

The CIGN are still inside the print works, checking for booby traps and explosives.

17.02 Paris: A security officer directs released hostages:

Michel Euler/AP

16.55 Paris: French police announce four hostages killed in kosher grocery siege.

16.51 Paris: The one unaccounted suspect is the girlfriend of the grocery gunman, Hayat
Boumeddiene. The gunman, Amedy Coulibaly, is thought to have been killed when police
raided the store.

The explosion at the Paris kosher grocery

16.43  Dammartin:  The  two  Charlie  Hebdo  massacre  suspects  apparently  came  out
shooting before being killed by security forces.

16.40 It is not clear why there was a delay of between 10 and 20 minutes between the two
raids. The grocery gunman had reportedly demanded that the Dammartin gunmen be freed.

Members of the French police special forces evacuate the hostages after launching the assault (THOMAS SAMSON/AFP)

16.36 Paris: French security source says the Paris supermarket hostage-taker has been
“neutralised”.

16.35 Paris: Henry Samuel reports:

16.29  Paris:  Amedy  Coulibaly,  the  suspect  who  is  thought  to  have  shot  dead  a
policewoman  yesterday  and  took  up  to  six  people  hostage  at  a  kosher  grocery  this
afternoon in east Paris has reportedly also been killed.

French police at the kosher grocery

16.28 Paris: Patrick Sawer reports from the scene:
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At  around 5.10pm at  least  three  loud explosions  were  heard  from the  Hypercacher
supermarket, followed by what sounded like bursts of rapid gunfire. 

Police were reported to have stormed the building, at Porte de Vincennes. The climax to the
siege came around 10 to 15 minutes after similar scenes at the siege outside Paris, where
the two Charlie Hebdo gunmen had taken hostages. 

There had earlier been reports of two people killed inside the supermarket, with surviving
hostages ringing relatives to say they feared they would be killed next. 

At  5.23  what  sounded like  another  gunshot  was  heard  as  the  operation  to  bring  the
Vincennes siege to an end continued. 

At  around  5.25  at  least  two  ambulances  were  seen  pulling  up  to  the  supermarket,
apparently to retrieve any casualties resulting from the siege and it’s violent climax. 

An assault group attack the CTD printing building in Dammartin

16.26 Dammartin: So the reports coming through in French media is that the hostage
taken by the Charlie Hebdo gunmen in Dammartin and several hostages at the kosher
grocery in eastern Paris have been freed.

16.24 Dammartin: Charlie Hebdo hostage freed in Dammartin – Kouachi brothers both
killed, AFP reports.

16.22 Paris: Several hostages apparently freed at the kosher grocery.

16.18 Dammartin: The Charlie Hebdo suspects have been killed, AFP reports.

16.18 Paris: People are running away from the kosher grocery.

16.15 Paris: The Telegraph’s Robert tait reports from Jerusalem:

An Israeli SWAT team unit specialising in siege situations and rescues is on standby ready
to travel to Paris to assist the French authorities resolve the siege of the kosher grocery
store, Haaretz website has reported. 

16.13 Paris: Six explosions at the Paris siege.

16.12 Paris: Four loud explosions heard at the kosher grocery, in Paris.

16.09 Dammartin: Video of the French security services breaking the siege at Dammartin:

16.06  Reports  that  police  had been preparing  the  assault  for  around an hour  before
shooting began. Security forces also apparently put surveillance equipment through the roof
of the building.

16.04 Martin Evans near Dammartin:
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Loud explosions echoing around the countryside North East of Paris

16.02 Two more explosions have been heard in the last few minutes, after a period of
silence.

Local residents tried to come out of their homes to see what was happening but were
angrily  ordered  back  into  their  homes  by  police,  reports  Harriet  Alexander  from
Dammartin.

16.01 There had been a major build up of forces including commandos at the siege in the
moments before the apparent attack.

15.57 A burst of gunfire lasting 10 seconds, followed by four or five explosions and then by
puffs of smoke, at the Dammartin seige situation

15.55  We  are  getting  reports  of  heavy  gunfire  and  explosions  in  Dammartin-en-Goele,
where the seige involving Said and Cheif Kouachi and one hostage has been ongoing for
most of today.

15.53 Prince  Harry  has  visited  the  French  embassy  here  in  London  to  express  his
condolences for the victims of the Paris attacks, tweets Clarence House:

15.44 Vincennes gunman suspect Amedy Coulibaly reportedly met Nicolas Sarkozy in
2009, writes Bruno Waterfield:

 Twitter has unearthed an unlikely encounter between Nicolas Sarkozy, the then French
President and Amedy Coulibaly, the gunman suspected of killing a police woman and of
taking five hostages at a kosher grocery in eastern Paris today. 

The meeting took place in 2009 in the Élysée Palace when Mr Sarkozy met nine young
French men who got just jobs in a local factory. They were all from Grigny, a tough Parisian
suburb torn by riots 10 years ago. 

“Sarkozy is not truly popular with the youth in the estates. But that is nothing personal. In
fact it is the case for most politicians,” said Coulibaly. “The encounter really impressed me.
Whether I like him or not, he is the president after all.” 

15.30 The Vincennes gunman has threatened to kill his hostages if police at the other seige
in Dammartin attempt to storm the building where Said and Cheif Kouachi are holding their
hostage.

A woman in the Vincennes grocery seige has managed to call her daughter:

Police mobilise for hostage situation at Port de Vincennes (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)

15.27 More reports from various sources that the French authorities had been warned
about Said and Cherif Kouachi ahead of this Wednesday’s initial attack on Charlie Hebdo,
including a specific tip-off from the Algerian intelligence services: [G.R this report points to
possible foreknowledge of the attacks]



| 8

15.23 Harriet Alexander is in Dammartin-en-Goele, where the seige involving Said and
Cheif Kouachi and one hostage has been ongoing for six hours.

 around 300m from the factory where Said and Cherif Kouachi are holed up, I spoke to
Miloud Belall, who lives a stone’s throw from the site. 

Mr Belall, a plumber, arrived home from his night shift at 10am and met the gendarmes. 

“They asked me to leave – there was no negotiation, it was: ‘You will leave now,'” he said. 

“But they did a thorough search of my house for journalists, because I have an excellent
view across to the factory.”

He knows the site of the print works well, and said it was a modern, family-owned factory
with lots of large machinery. It has mirrorised windows in the office section – meaning that
the terrorists can see those that survey them, but not vice versa. 

“I reckon it’ll be over soon,” said Mr Belall, hopefully. “I guess we’ll hear some explosions
and then that’ll be it.”

15.21 French president Francois Hollande is holding a crisis meeting with French prefects
at the Interior Ministry in Paris with Prime Minister Manuel Valls and Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve

(REVELLI-BEAUMONT/SIPA/REX)

15.19 Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has spoken out against the Charlie
Hebdo attack:

I think it is a challenge to all of us to maintain the values on which we have lived over the
years, which we have developed out of years of censorship and oppression and religious
violence, and to say that the way we live, with the confidence that enables us to satirise, to
mock, is a good and important value in our society. 

It  doesn’t mean that we will  always agree with the satirising, but we have to be confident
that our values are good values in this. 

They enable oppression and cruelty to be challenged, whether it is coming from the Church
or anywhere else and we must not be afraid. 

This is a moment for courage.

15.16 The police have just lifted the roadblock on the road that runs through the forest
where the Kouachi brothers were thought to have been hiding out overnight and then
hijacked a car.

15.09 Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, has ordered Mossad to provide
French  officials  for  all  the  assistance  they  need  in  tackling  the  ongoing  terror  situation  in
and around Paris:  

 [There is no evidence that Mossad was present in France prior to the attacks. But this
statement by Israel’s PM should be carefully analysed]
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14.59 Paris police fear more attacks on Jewish neighourhoods and have ordered shop
closures, according to AP

The mayor’s office in Paris announced the closures Friday of shops along the Rosiers street
in Paris’ Marais neighborhood, in the heart of the tourist district and about a kilometer away
from the offices of newspaper Charlie Hebdo where 12 people were killed on Wednesday.

Hours before the Jewish Sabbath, the street is usually especially crowded with shoppers –
French Jews and tourists alike.

The Vincennes region of eastern Paris in which the second, grocery hostage situation is
taking place has a large Jewish population.

There  has  also  been  speculation  that  the  attack  in  which  a  policewoman  was  killed
yesterday in Montrouge was an aborted attempt to attack a Jewish school there.

 [  the  underlying  assumption  of  this  report  is  that  the  Jewish  community  in  Paris  is
threatened, justifying the decision by the state of Israel to send in Mossad officials]

 

People are led away from the scene as Police mobilize with reports of a hostage situation at Port de Vincennes (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)

14.50  French  police  have  released  mugshots  of  Amedy  Coulibaly  and  Hayat
Boumeddiene,  in  connection  with  yesterday  morning’s  murder  of  a  policewoman  in
southwestern Paris. Coulibaly is now believed to be the gunman at the grocery in eastern
Paris’s Port de Vincennes. 

The Telegraph’s Henry Samuel explains the suspects’ backgrounds:

 Coulbaly, a Frenchman of Senegalese descent from Juvisy in the Essonne area outside
Paris, was part of the now notorious Buttes-Chaumont network that sought to recruit and
sent radicalised French youths to Iraq in the early 2000s. 

The Koachi brothers were also part of the network, based in Paris’ 19th arrondissement. 

One of 10 children and the only boy, Coulibaly became a delinquent at 17, and a repeat
offender  for  petty  thefts  and  drugs  crimes,  moving  onto  an  armed  bank  robbery  in
September  2002  in  Orleans,  in  the  Loiret,  before  radicalising.  

In  2013,  he  was  convicted  to  five  years  in  prison  for  his  involvement  in  a  botched  prison
break-out of Smain Ali Belkacem, a former member of the Algerian Islamist group GIA and
the author of a 1995 attack on the Paris transport system that killed eight people and
wounded 117. 

The Koachi brothers were arrested and detained for involvement in the Belkacem breakout,
but later released due to lack of evidence. 

According to Le Monde, the Coulbaly and Boumeddiene were already in a relationship in
2010, when he was arrested over the jailbreak attempt. She reportedly waited for her
boyfriend to be released from prison this Spring after four years in detention, and he lived
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with her after that in a Paris suburb. 

The pair reportedly visited Beghal in 2010 in Cantal, southern France, where he was under
house arrest.  That  year,  French surveillance officers  photographed Beghal  playing football
with Cherif Kouachi and two other convicted terrorists, Ahmed Laidouni, a jihadi recruiter,
and Farid Melouk, an Algerian member of the GIA terror group. 

Quizzed by French intelligence agents at the time, Boumeddiene told them that she and
Coulbaly had gone there to practice “crossbow shooting”

 

Amedy Coulibaly and Hayat Boumeddiene

14.37 Researcher Myriam Benraad at the Paris Science Po university, who has studied
terror cells in Paris, is warning a renowned terror cell in the city has reawoken and to expect
more attacks. Nicola Harley reports:

Ms Benraad researched Paris’ Buttes-Charmont terror cell, named after the park where
they trained,  which was created by Farid Benyettou who befriended and recruited the
Kouachi brothers and others at the city’s Addawa mosque. 

The latest wanted suspect Amedy Coulibaly, who is allegedly involved in a shooting at a
grocers in Paris’ Port de Vincennes where two people have died and behind yesterday’s
killing of a policewoman, was part of the same terror cell. 

She said: “Coulibaly is part of the same group as the Kouachi brothers. They were part of
the same neighbourhood. 

“This would confirm this has not been a lone wolf  attack.  It  is  the awakening of the terror
cell of an old network to jihadi calls to wage war against France. I believe it is in response to
calls by Isil for French extremists to carry out attacks on their home soil. 

“I think this is just the start. 

“I studied Farid Benyettou’s cell in 2005 when Cherif Kouachi failed to get to Syria. 

“This cell consisted of no more than 20 people, three others have been imprisoned, not
included these three men. 

“The leader  of  the mosque would have guided them initially  before they came under
Benyettou’s  charismatic  spell.  He  was  the  first  major  influence  for  Cherif  and  the  second
was meeting terrorist Djamel Beglal while in prison. 

“He really radicalised him and he then influenced his brother and others. 

“The  Buttes-Charmont  network  shows  a  profile  of  similar  radicalised  young  men.  The
members  mainly  from  the  neighbourhood  and  the  local  mosque.  

“These attacks mean they had a plan for waging attacks in the country. 

This network sent men to Syria and Iraq in 2005 and has remained dormant until now and
reawoken. It never disappeared. These are boys from the ghetto who have been ostracised
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from society and felt deprived and unwanted and have been vulnerable to being radicalised
and being promised a better life. Like the Kouachi brothers they were abandoned by their
parents or  neglected and did feel  integrated into society and have felt  stigmatised as
Muslims in France. 

“Cherif was obsessed with jihad and kept that obsession for 10 years before this week.”

Police arrive with guns at Port de Vincennes (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)

14.31 Rory Mulholland is at Dammartin-en-Goele, where the seige involving Said and
Cheif Kouachi and one hostage has been ongoing for six hours.

The  only  people  in  the  streets  of  Dammartin  are  heavily  armed  police  officers  and
journalists and photographers trying to get a closer view of the building where the Charlie
Hebdo massacre suspects are holed up. 

The stand-off has been going on for six hours now and there is no sign of any development
in the crisis that has left this normally sleepy town looking like a war zone. 

The accused brothers have reportedly said they want to die martyrs and will not surrender,
so it may now be just a question of how long the police will wait before storming the family
print company where they are said to be holding a hostage. 

In the meantime Dammartin has battened down the hatches and most people are staying
safely indoors until it is all over. 

Those with children in local schools have been told that their kids will be taken by bus to the
town of Mitry, where they should come this afternoon to pick them up. 

Andriamanga Raveloharijaona, a pensioner whose house lies just 300 yards from where the
siege  is  taking  place,  said  he  was  terrified  this  morning  when  he  suddenly  hear  three
helicopters  roaring  in  the  sky  above  his  home.  

“It was just after my daughter brought the kids to school. I’m worried about them,” he said. 

Snipers stand on the top of a building close to the CTD printing building (YOAN VALAT/EPA)

14.25  Amedy  Coulibaly  in  the  kosher  grocery  siege  in  eastern  Paris  is  reportedly
demanding  through  hostage  negotiators  that  the  Kouachi  brothers  –  currently  part  of
a siege in Dammartin-en-Goele – be “freed”.

14.23 Reports of a third incident at Trocadero near to the Eiffel Tower are a false alarm, the
interior ministry says.

A policeman was photographed drawing his gun at the scene, but officials say activity at the
site is normal.

A police officer with his weapon drawn at the entrance to the Trocadero Metro station in Paris (Julian Escro)

14.08 Florian Martin, a journalist, lives nearby. He told RTL radio:
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I walked in front of that grocery 10 minutes before the shooting. It’s not far from the
synagogue. I then heard the shooting, which carried on for 20-30 seconds.

14.04 One person has been seriously wounded in the hostage-taking incident at a kosher
supermarket in eastern Paris on Friday, a police union source said.

The interior ministry denied press reports that two people had been killed.

13.55 Tensions are high in Vincennes – French police stop young people on a scooter as
they ride near the scene at the kosher grocery:

Youssef Boudlal/Reuters

 

Emergency services workers arrive at a hostage-taking situation at a kosher grocery in Paris

13.43 Patrick Sawer reports from the scene of the Paris siege:

Dozens of police vans and cars have formed a barricade to block access or escape. 

Authorities are preparing their next step, knowing that a false move could lead to more
innocent casualties.

MARTIN BUREAU/AFP/Getty Images

13.36 Boumeddiene is apparently the girlfriend of Coulibaly.

13.32 The French police press release also details a woman called Hayat Boumeddiene.
They describe both as armed and dangerous and have asked for anyone who recognises
them to come forward:

 

13.28  French  media  have  published  a  picture  of  what  they  are  saying  is  the
suspect, Amedy Coulibaly in the kosher grocery siege, who is thouhgt to have been the
gunman who shot dead a policewoman yesterday morning:

Police create a road block close to the kosher grocery in Paris

13.24 Patrick Sawer reports from the scene:

Armed police threw a cordon across Cours de Vincennes at the junction with Avenue du
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Doctoeur Arnold Netter as high pitched sirens once again echoed across the city. 

As a gunman apparently takes hostages at a Jewish grocery store in the area, a helicopter
flew over a four block section of the district. 

Police reinforcements in bullet-proof clothing and protective equipment arrived at around
2pm local time, with at least two ambulances seen shuttling to and from the scene of the
latest drama. 

One fire engine was also seen heading towards the hostage scene, lights flashing. 

A heavily armed detachment of  officers marched through the cordon before regrouping to
await their orders. 

Perplexed Parisians stood huddled in groups near the police cordon, trying to come to terms
with the latest twist in their city’s agony, while others tried simply to get on with their daily
lives.

13.22 RTL saying that two people have died during the hostage-taking at the kosher
grocery in eastern Paris.

13.20 Here is an updated Telegraph graphic detailing the two attacks and two sieges:

13.15 An aerial photo of the scene of the kosher grocery siege:

Guillaume Lo Re/Rex

13.14 This is where the siege is taking place in eastern paris:

Police units moving towards to the scene of the Jewish shop shooting in Paris (PHOTO: France 2)

13.05 Schools near the kosher grocery are in lockdown.

13.04 Police near the Jewish grocery in Porte de Vincennes:

Euronews

13.00 Latest Telegraph video from the Dammartin siege:

 

12.57 Picture from the scene of the kosher grocery siege:

Guillaume Lo Re/Rex

12.56 Harriet Alexander reports:
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Police are saying there are five hostages being held in Vincennes. 

“I can see the police in front of the grocery,” said a neighbour, speaking to RTL. 

“One of them has a megaphone and is ordering people away from the scene. There are no
cars on the roads – they have all been stopped.”

The grocery is reportedly on the ground floor of the building, making the situation somewhat
easier – although there are flats above.

12.55  Unconfirmed  pictures  on  Twitter  from  david_dlr  apparently  taken  at  the  scene  of
the  kosher  grocery  siege:

@daviddlr

@daviddlr

12.53 Vincennes is noted for its large Jewish community, and the number of Kosher shops in
the district.

12.52 The Telegraph’s Henry Samuel tweets:

12.48 Harriet Alexander says:

RTL are reporting that a woman and a child may have been taken hostage in a Jewish
grocery in the Porte de Vincennes area of Paris. 

The hostage taker was carrying a Kalashnikov. 

RTL repeat their initial assertion – that it is thought this is the same man who killed a
policewoman yesterday – and who is an associate of the Kouachi brothers, from the same
19th arrondissement jihadi group. 

“All  the area has been shut off,” said their reporter. “Five or six fire engines have arrived.
Two helicopters are overhead. There is an impressive number of police.”

12.42 Police are apparently evacuating the area around the Kosher grocery:

12.28 An armed man has apparently taken a hostage in a kosher grocery in Porte de
Vincennes, eastern Paris. Reports that one person wounded in a shootout at the shop.

It is thought that it is the gunman who shot dead a policewoman, Clarissa Jean-Philippe,
yesterday morning.

12.27 New shooting breaks out in eastern Paris, reports say.

12.25 Harriet Alexander reports:

A convoy of perhaps half a dozen empty buses has just been driven up the road towards
Dammartin.  It’s  thought  that  police  are  increasingly  concerned  for  the  safety  of  the
residents, and so perhaps the buses will be used to evacuate the village.

https://twitter.com/daviddlr?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fworld%2Flive%2F2015%2Fjan%2F09%2Fcharlie-hebdo-manhunt-kouachi-terrorist-links-live-updates&tw_i=553530608685948928&tw_p=tweetembed
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12.20 Rory Mulholland with more from the scene:

One of the children evacuated from the Lycee Dammartin said that many of the children
were scared. “Yes it’s very scary, it’s happening just down the road,” he said.

11.57  The  surviving  staff  of  Charlie  Hebdo  have  arrived  at  the  offices  of  the  French
newspaper,  Liberation,  at  rue  Beranger  in  Paris,  writes  Holly  Watt:  

They are putting together the next publication, which will come out next Wednesday. In
defiance of the attack, they plan to print a million copies. Wednesday’s edition will be only
eight pages long – and is being put together with the help of many French media outlets. Le
Monde is lending the staff computers, for example. The Charlie Hebdo arrived by foot, with a
police escort. 

Workers install a poster reading ‘Je suis Charlie’ on the Palais des Festivals facade in Cannes (SEBASTIEN NOGIER/EPA)

11.45 Rory Mulholland reports from the scene:

We have been allowed much closer to where the siege is underway. 

Around  1,000  children  have  been  evacuated  from  the  nearby  two  primary  and  two
secondary  schools  and taken to  a  nearby  town.  Some were  heard  shouting:  “Charlie!
Charlie!”

Locals  say  the building where the siege is  taking place is  a  small  family  printing firm and
there were around five people working there, although it is unclear how many were in the
building at the time the attackers arrived around 9am. 

It remains unclear how many if any hostages are in the building.

 

11.38 Phone contact has made with terror suspects holding hostage northeast of Paris, a
police official has told AP.

Meanwhile, a man claiming to have been inside the printing company building when the
suspects entered has given his account of how he inadvertantly “shook hands” with one of
the magazine massacre suspects:

Didier, a salesman, told France Inter radio how he came face-to-face with one of the
suspects holed up in the small CTD office in Dammartin-en-Goele, about half-an-hour north
of the capital. 

“When I arrived my client came out with an armed man who said he was from the police. My
client told me to leave so I left,” Didier said, identifying the man he was to meet with as
Michel. 

“I was in front of the door. I  shook Michel’s hand and I shook the hand of one of the
terrorists.”

He said the black-clad man who was wearing a bullet-proof vest and carrying what looked
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like a Kalashnikov rifle told him: “‘Leave, we don’t kill  civilians anyhow’. That really struck
me, so I decided to call the police. I guess it was one of the terrorists.”

Didier said Michel had closed the door behind him. 

The salesman told the radio station he had not recognised the man. 

“It could have been a policeman if he hadn’t told me ‘we don’t kill civilians’. They were
heavily armed like elite police.”

@olivierperou

11.24 Sky are reporting shouting from the industrial complex.

11.20 Police are now officially linking the Charlie Nebdo shooting to the attack in which a
policewoman was killed in southwestern Paris yesterday morning.

11.04 Police are now taking press away from the industrial complex, into the siege village
of Dammartin-en-Goële in car convoys, ahead of an expected statement.

10.59 Michel Dutruge, the mayor of Dammartin-en-Goële, said all schools in the area were
being guarded and the children kept inside, although arrangements were being made to
allow them to leave soon.

He said  his  daughter  was  at  her  office opposite  the  company where  one hostage is  being
held. All staff of companies in the area have been told to stay indoors for the time being.

10.44  There  are  unconfirmed  reports  that  the  hostage  taken  is  a  woman,  and  that  the
suspects  pretended  to  be  policemen  when  they  entered  the  industrial  building.

10.35 Said and Cherif Kouachi  are believed to be holed up in this  building,  on an
industrial complex near Dammartin-en-Goele with one hostage:

 

10.34 Extra resources including special forces as well as gendarmarie – and a tank – are still
arriving at the hostage scene, around 40 miles northeast of Paris

10.28 At least one police sniper is in position on a roof opposite the printing works in which
the hostage situation is taking place.

10.27 Hollande has called for an international response to the ongoing terror situation:

We must react on a European Union level. We have been in touch with Interior Ministers
across the Union. 

Our  capacity  is  great,  to  come together,  to  live  in  security  and  to  have  confidence  in  our
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safety.

10.25 This map shows where the hostage situation is taking place, and where Said and
Cherif Kouachi are believed to have stolen a car earlier this morning:

“All residents are requested to remain at home. Children are to be kept safe in school,” the
local municipal website said.

10.21 A former tactical  and firearms officer explains the tactics police will  use to end the
hostage situation in the small town of Dammartin-en-Goele:

10.17 Francois Hollande is giving a live statement from Paris while the hostage situation
is still ongoing:

It is a test when a magazine is attacked because it is a symbol of freedom 

We decided to enter into a coalition in Iraq to fight against terrorism 

Everything is being done for our fellow citizen [the hostage] 

10.13 President Francois Hollande has headed to the Place Beauvau crisis centre to oversee
the ongoing operation, accompanied by the Prime Minister and other senior officials

10.11 Contact has been made with the gunmen brothers, who say they want to “die as
martyrs”, says Yves Albarello, MP of Seine-et-Marne.

Nicolas Naudin, head of a company on the estate north-east of Paris, said he had seen
policemen descending from helicopters on ropes.

10.08 Eyewitnesses and a local MP have given their account of what has happened so far
this morning. The Telegraph’s David Chazan, in nearby Charleville-Mezieres, writes:

A woman barricaded inside her workplace within sight of the CTD printing company where
the two suspected Charlie Hebdo gunmen are believed to be holding a hostage described
the scene by telephone. 

Christelle Alleaume told the i-Tele TV channel that she could see about 15 policemen in front
of CTD’s premises on an industrial estate in Dammartin-en-Goële. “They’re heavily armed
and wearing helmets,” she said. “I  can see four helicopters overhead. The police have
cordoned  off  the  whole  area.  They  came  and  told  us  to  stay  inside  as  we’re  right  in  the
middle of it and there’s a hostage situation. We heard three or four shots fired.”

A local MP, Yves Albarello, said one hostage was being held. He said the gunmen had
indicated to negotiators that they wanted to “die as martyrs”. 

The  public  prosecutor’s  office  denied  a  report  that  two  people  had  been  killed  in  an
exchange  of  fire  between  the  gunmen  and  police  earlier  this  morning.
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10.05  Meaux  hospital  has  sent  a  medical  team  to  the  reported  hostage  scene  in
Dammartin-en-Goele, northeast of Paris, the hospital spokesman told CNN on Friday. He said
there were no wounded at the hospital yet, but that might change.

Police officers gather in Dammartin-en-Goele (ETIENNE LAURENT/EPA)

10.03 French prime minister Manuel Valls has just spoken, as police corner two suspected
Islamist gunmen near Paris.

We are in  a  war  against  terrorism.  We are not  in  a  war  against  religion,  against  a
civilisation”

 

09.58 While police negotiate with the terrorists, a journalist who was in the Charlie Hebdo
editorial meeting has described the moment when the suspects opened fire two days ago.

Laurent Leger, 48, an investigations correspondent at the satirical weekly, told Le Parisien –
where he previously worked – about Wednesday’s meeting:

The  conference  was  about  to  break  up  when  they  heard  what  they  thought  were
firecrackers in the street below. 

“We didn’t pay any more attention than that,” he said. “We were just happy to see each
other again.”

It was at that point that the door to the meeting room was thrown open. 

“A man dressed in black with a uniform like that worn by police or gendarmes appeared just
behind me,” said Mr Leger, who was seated with his back to the door. 

“I turned around. He was big, hefty, and had an assault weapon in his hands. 

“We still thought it was a joke. The atmosphere was still joyous. But then we smelt the
strong odour of gunpowder in the corridor, and we all realised that this wasn’t a joke at all.”

Mr Leger said the gunman opened fire immediately. 

The journalist threw himself into the air, he said, and then crouched on the floor by a small
table. He said he survived because the killer didn’t notice him. 

 

09.52 Latest from the Telegraph’s Rory Mulholland, speaking over the phone from the
police barrier around the hostage site:

Press  have been moved far  away from the scene,  to  a  hill  on a  roundabout  a  few
kilometres away from the complex. We can’t see anything due to the fog, which means
visibility is about 300m. There are about 100 journalists standing here. 
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There’s a frenzy of police activity, with dozens of vans arriving, sirens blazing, weaving
among traffic on the busy N2 dual carriageway. 

It’s a very wet, rainy, windy day.

People inside the other buildings in the industrial complex have been told to stay inside, pull
down shutters and stay away from windows.

 

09.50 We are now hearing the runways at Charles de Gaulle airport are all open, but that
flight  patterns  have  been  adapted  due  to  the  hostage  incident  involving  helicopters  close
by:

 

09.39 We’ve just received this close-up image of a gendarmarie helicopter over the hostage
site.

You can view the all the latest images from the scene here: Gunmen take hostage as
police close in, in pictures

09.36 A helicopter air ambulance has been stationed near to the scene of the siege amid
fears of further serious injuries, say reports.

09.34 The latest reports suggest the suspects have one hostage inside a building – thought
to be a printing business called CTD [Création Tendance Découverte] – in the industrial
complex:

09.31  The  exit  to  the  industrial  complex  off  the  N2  has  been  closed  by  gendarmarie  as
police rush to the scene where the Charlie Hebdo attack suspects are believed to have
taken at least one hostage:

09.29 Charles de Gaulle airport, around 5 miles from the hostage scene, is at least partially
closed:

FlightRadar

09.28 Members of the French gendarmerie intervention forces have arrived at the scene of
the hostage taking at an industrial zone in Dammartin-en-Goele:

Christian Martmann/Reuters

09.22 The Paris prosecutor has denied reports that at least one person had been killed in a
shootout preceding the hostage-taking.

Earlier, RTL radio said at least one person had died and several were injured in a shoot-out.
Other reports stated two were dead and 20 injured.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/11330196/Paris-shooting-Gunmen-storm-Charlie-Hebdo-magazine-office-in-pictures.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/11330196/Paris-shooting-Gunmen-storm-Charlie-Hebdo-magazine-office-in-pictures.html
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The Interior Ministry could not immediately confirm whether there were victims.

A Eurocopter EC 145 helicopter of the French gendarmerie flies over Dammartin-en-Goele where shots were fired (DOMINIQUE FAGET/AFP/Getty Images)

09.18 The Telegraph’s Rory Mulholland is at the police barrier surrounding the scene:

There is a huge massive police presence. Dozens of vehicles are arriving. We’re at an
industrial  zone  just  off  the  N2  motorway  40km  NE  of  paris  just  after  Charles  de  Gaulle
airport. There’s a helicopter hovering over the scene. Police are blocking all routes. It’s
pouring with rain and thick clouds are limiting visibility. 

Reports suggests the business at which the gunmen have taken a hostage has between four
and 10 employees.

09.15  Europe  1  reports  a  very  violent  exchange  of  fire  between  the  suspects  and
Gendarmes with  their  vehicles  hit.  But  despite  ricochets,  no  genermarmes have been
reported killed or wounded

09.10 ‘Christine’, a witness in Dammartin-en-Goële, told Europe 1

I saw the GIGN [counter-terror special forces] and the Gendarmerie getting in position. I
had the impression that they [suspects] were there. They arrived at 9am and it was very
stressful.

09.06 Negotiations with the suspects are now underway, according to Le Figaro.

09.05 Two people are reportedly dead and 20 injured in an initial Kalachnikov gunfight, RTL
is claiming in unconfirmed reports. Henry Samuel writes:

Before the hostage taking, the brothers stole a Peugeot 206 at Montagny-Sainte-Félicité
(Oise)from a woman who formally identified them to police. 

The hostage taking is thought to be taking place a printing business called CTD [Création
Tendance Découverte]. 

“There is no certitude about the number of people inside,” a police source told AFP.

09.04 The firm where a hostage has reportedly been taken is a small public works company
with five employees

09.03 This is reportedly the industrial complex in which the suspects took their hostage:

08.58 Police are establishing a ring of steel around Dammartin-en-Goele with armed officers
forcing the public and journalists away from the area

08.57 “The two individuals have been localised. We are moving towards a denouement,”
Paris’s public prosecutor has said.
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08.56 RTL is reporting that at least two people were seriously injured in a shooting incident
prior to the hostage taking.

Police sending journalists away (SKY NEWS)

08.55 To recap, the two suspects this morning appear to have stolen a car in Montagny
Sainte  Felicite,  30  miles  northeast  of  Paris,  before  proceeding  to  a  location  close  to
Dammartin-en-Goële where they have taken one or more hostages.

It is not clear whether they are on the move with these hostages or have remained in a
static stand-off, but a heavy police presence is moving up the N2 toward the situation.

Police helicopter flying over the area

08.54 Henry Samuel reports from Paris:

Brothers believed to have stolen car overnight four kilometres from current zone where
they are holed up. Helicopters stationary overhead.

08.53 A witness in Dammartin-en-Goele says the area is “like a war zone”

08.52 Hostages are believed to have been taken in a public works company in the Près-
Boucher  industrial  zone off the  N2 road some 30 minutes  from Dammartin-en-Goële,  says
iTele.

08.51 We are now receiving reports that the hostage situation could now be a static
situation in an industrial complex near to Charles de Gaulle airport.

08.50 Five helicopters are now in the air above Dammartin-en-Goele, assisting with the
search.

08.48 Picardy region has followed Ile-de-France and declared an ‘attack alert’, according to
Europe 1 radio

 

08.45 France’s Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve has just said:

“We have indications that the terrorists are within our perimeter.

“The national police and the gendarmerie are working to locate them.

“The GIGN is is place and the operation is being conducted minute by minute, led by the
director general of the gendarmerie and the national police, the counter terror authorities
and the Interior Ministry.

“An operation is underway.”

08.44 Three helicopters have been mobilised.

08.39 The suspects reportedly stole a Peugeout in Montagny Sainte Felicite,  30 miles
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northeast of Paris.

 

08.35 More on the hostage rumours – Europe 1 radio reports that a hostage has been taken
inside a business in Dammartin-en-Goële, and could be in the car with the gunmen.

08.33 The car chase is reportedly taking place on the N2 road, which leads from the region
in which the manhunt was taking place toward Paris.

Reports suggest the chase is going on in the direction of Paris, close to the Charles de
Gaulle airport.

08.31 The suspects appear to have seized another car.

The  area  the  gunfight  has  been  reported  is  20mins  from  the  forest  where  police  were
searching  for  the  Kouachis  last  night.

Residents of Dammartin-en-Goële have been told to stay indoors.

08.28 Hostage-taking under way, according to RTL at place where gunfire heard. This has
not been confirmed.

08.27 A car chase is believed to be under way.

08.24  Breaking  :  Gunfight  reportedly  underway  with  individuals  in  Seine-et-Marne  near
Dammartin-en-Goële,  where  French  police  had  been  searching  for  the  Kouachi  brothers

 

 

08.19 European Union’s next scheduled summit on February 12 will focus on how to boost
anti-terror  efforts  in  the  wake  of  the  deadly  attack  on  Charlie  Hebdo,  the  bloc’s  leader
Donald  Tusk  says.

“I intend to use the meeting… on 12 February to discuss more broadly the response the EU
can bring to these challenges,” following the “barbaric attacks in Paris,” Tusk said in Riga.

07.55 As day breaks in Longpont, French police have resumed their hunt in the picturesque
village and the vast tracts of nearby woods for the two Parisian brothers suspected of the
deadly attack on Charlie Hebdo magazine, writes Rory Mulholland.

Helicopters  and  hundreds  of  police  –  including  black-uniformed  officers  from  the  elite
counter-terrorist unit RAID – had scoured nearby woods and gone house to house in the
village until late on Thursday. 

They appeared to have halted their search overnight. A convoy of dozens of polie vehicles
was seen leaving the area and heading in the direction of Paris, presumably to return to
barracks for the evening before a fresh deployment on Friday. 
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Roads to the village and into the huge forest of Retz remained closed by police checkpoints,
and police vehicles were again seen congregating on the area about 60 miles northeast of
Paris.

07.49 A sister of the Kouachi brothers is currently being questioned by police along with
their two wives, says France Info.

07.42 French author Michel Houllebecq has postponed the promotional tour of his new
book,  Submission,  and  is  currently  “in  a  secret  location”,  according  to  France  Info.
Houellebecq  was  on  the  front  cover  of  this  week’s  Charlie  Hebdo.  His  book,  out  on
Wednesday,  the  day  of  the  attack,  is  a  political  fiction  in  which  a  conservative  Muslim
becomes  French  president  in  2022,  beating  far-Right  leader  Marine  Le  Pen.

07.25 Harriet Alexander in Paris rounds up how the French newspapers are covering
yesterday’s events this morning:

 Liberation has a two-word headline: “The Hunt.” It recounts in detail the search for the
Kouachi brothers, as told in this morning’s Telegraph. 

But it also has an interesting article on how France has 152 Islamist terrorists in its prisons,
and how the authorities are trying to prevent radicalisation behind bars. A pilot programme
in Fresnes prison saw known jihadists separated from other prisoners, to prevent contagion. 

Le Figaro has the headline: “France overwhelmed with emotion”, and features images of a
crowd holding up “Je suis Charlie” signs. 

And amid coverage of Thursday’s minute’s silence and the continuing hunt for the attackers,
the paper says that today Imams have vowed to preach against violence and terrorism, at
Friday prayers. 

At the 2,400 Muslim places of worship across France, they will “condemn in the strongest
possible terms violence and terrorism, wherever it originates, during the prayer meeting,”
said Dalil Boubakeur, rector of Paris’s Grand Mosque. 

Le Parisien features an array of survivors stories – from the comedian who should have been
in the Charlie Hebdo meeting but realised he had arranged for someone to come to fix his
television at home, to the writer who hid in a corner and escaped unharmed. 

They also spoke to Patrick Pelloux, a surgeon who writes for the paper, who was one of the
first on the scene and telephoned his friend Francois Hollande to alert him. 

“I couldn’t save them,” he told the paper.

The partners of two of the cartoonists – Charb and Wolinski – have also given interviews.

“I was frightened for his safety,” said Maryse Wolinski. “He wasn’t.”

07.00  The  Telegraph’s  Rory  Mulholland  and  Heathcliff  O’Malley  are  at  the  Forest  of
Retz this morning.

The  heavy  police  presence  sped  off  back  to  Paris  late  last  night,  and  we  are  awaiting
confirmation  as  to  whether  they  will  return  to  the  area  this  morning,  or  shift  their  focus
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elsewhere,  with  still  no  confirmed  sightings  of  the  suspects  since  they  held  up  a  petrol
station  in  Villers-Cotterets  yesterday  morning.

06.30 Terror suspect brothers Cherif and Said Kouachi have yet to be caught, and are
still believed to be in a forest the size of Paris around 50 miles northeast of the capital.

A huge armed police presence descended on the villages of Longpont and Crepy-en-Valois,
and  the  town  of  Viller-Cotterets,  after  the  suspects  were  first  spotted  holding  up  a  petrol
station in the area, before abandoning their hijacked car and fleeing on foot.

 

06.00 Good morning and welcome back to our live coverage of the hunt for the Charlie
Hebdo terrorists.

According to French broadcaster, TF1, police have suspended the manhunt for the night at
around 1.30am GMT last night.

Overnight, details have emerged of the two killers had reportedly spared the lives of two
women during the Charlie Hebdo massacre.

Sigolene Vinson told Radio France International how one of the killers pointed a gun at her,
but then had a change of heart.

She told the station that he said “I’m not killing you because you are a woman and we don’t
kill women, but you have to convert to Islam, read the Koran and wear a veil.”

Meanwhile,  it  was reported in the US that the two brothers suspected of killing 10 staff at
the Paris satirical  magazine’s headquarters – as well  as two police officers – were on the
terrorist “no fly” list. David Millward, US Correspondent, writes:

According to the New York Times, Said Koauchi, 34 and his 32 year old brother Chérif had
both been identified as security threats. 

One  official  said  Said  Kouachi  also  spent  a  “few  months”  training  with  an  al-Qaeda  in
Yemen,  learning  an  array  of  skills  including  marksmanship  and  small  arms  combat.  

Marie Harf, the State Department spokesman, gave further credence to the reports when
she appeared on on CNN. 

“Clearly they were very well trained as we could see from the video,” she said. 

Pointedly mentioning Yemen, she added the US was trying – with some success – to combat
terrorist activities across the world. 

The precision of Wednesday’s shooting in Paris has led to the strong belief that the brothers
had been given military style training before embarking on their murderous assault. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11334331/Paris-Charlie-Hebdo-attack-Police-appear-to-be-closing-in-on-Said-and-Cherif-Kouachi.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11334524/Paris-shooting-suspected-killers-were-on-no-fly-lists.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11334524/Paris-shooting-suspected-killers-were-on-no-fly-lists.html
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According to US media reports, Said Kouachi travelled to Yemen in 2011, possibly inspired
by Anwar al-Awlaki, an American-born cleric who by 2011 had become a senior operational
figure for the terrorist group, Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.
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