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The Ascent of Hillary Clinton, the $.2.5 Billion
“People’s” Candidate
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“It is the triumph of filthy rich campaign contributors.”

Hillary Clinton just announced that she’s running for president. However, this commentary is
not really about her. It’s about a nation of more than 300 million people in which politics has
become the sole property and domain of the rich. The rich decided some time ago that
Hillary Clinton would be the virtually unchallenged presidential candidate of the Democratic
Party. The 48 percent of Americans that express an affinity with the Democratic Party have
not yet chosen Clinton. There has been no primary election in any state. But, that does not
matter because the selection process that counts occurs in the boardrooms and mansions
and private clubs and getaways of the rich. Hillary Clinton and her husband, Bill, have spent
virtually their entire adult lives on the millionaires’ campaign circuit, the rich man’s primary.
In the process of pleasing the rich, they have become rich, themselves.

Hillary hopes to spend two and a half billion dollars of – mostly – rich people’s money in the
2016 campaign. Wealthy people will be just as generous with the Republican candidate. The
outcome on Election Day is absolutely certain: the rich man’s candidate will  definitely win,
and the people will lose – because they have no candidate in the major parties.

The people are not even in the game; the contest is over before the Democratic Party’s
formal selection process even begins. And, when primary season does arrive, it will only be
a formality. The menu has already been printed, and Hillary will be the main course for
Democrats next year.

Democratic voters can say “Yes” to Hillary, but they can’t say “No,” because the party
machinery and the rich men who pay for that machinery will crucify and expel any Democrat
who seriously challenges her from the Left.

“The Party has always been a scam.”

The Democratic Party’s apologists like to call it a big tent with room for Blacks and browns
and gays and labor and peace-loving people. But it’s actually a huge trap designed to
contain and politically neutralize the folks who might otherwise turn against the rich. The
Party has always been a scam, but at least in the old days it put on a populist show to fool
the  rank  and  file  into  believing  that  they  could  actually  influence  the  party’s  direction.
However, Wall Street is determined that there will be no serious Democratic deviation from
the corporate agenda set by Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. Hillary Clinton would represent
the third Clinton presidency – which, for Wall Street, is just as good as the two George Bush
presidencies. Maybe better, because labor and Blacks and that fuzzy cohort called liberals
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will all think they won the election, when nothing could be farther from the truth. Rank and
file  Democrats  will  see  the  fait  accompli  of  Hillary’s  nomination  as  a  sign  of  unity  among
Democrats, when in fact it is the triumph of filthy rich campaign contributors. The rich have
shown great solidarity in uniting behind a Democratic presidential candidate. Later on, they
will unite around a Republican candidate, too. After that, it won’t matter who wins.

For Black Agenda Radio, I’m Glen Ford. On the web, go to BlackAgendaReport.com.

BAR executive editor Glen Ford can be contacted at Glen.Ford@BlackAgendaReport.com.
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