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The Anne Frank Test
More power to the wicked

By Philip Giraldi
Global Research, September 18, 2018
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The week leading up to the funeral of Senator John McCain produced some of the most
bizarre  media  effusions  seen in  this  country  since the assassination of  John F.  Kennedy in
1963. McCain, who never saw a war or regime change that he didn’t like, was apparently in
reality a friend of democracy and freedom worldwide, a judgment that somehow ignores the
hundreds of thousands of presumed foreign devils who have died as a consequence of the
policies he enthusiastically promoted in places like Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and Libya.

McCain,  who supported assassination of  US citizens abroad and detention of  them by
military commissions back at home, was hardly the upright warrior for justice eulogized in
much of the mainstream media. He was in fact for most of his life a corrupt cheerleader for
the Establishment and Military Industrial Complex. McCain was one of five Senators who, in
return for  campaign contributions,  improperly  intervened in  1987 on behalf  of  Charles
Keating, Chairman of the Lincoln Savings and Loan Association, a target of a regulatory
investigation by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB). The FHLBB subsequently did
not follow through with proposed action against Lincoln.

Lincoln Savings and Loan finally did collapse in 1989, at a cost of $3.4 billion to the federal
government,  which  had  insured  the  accounts,  while  an  estimated  23,000  Lincoln
bondholders were defrauded, many losing their life savings. When the Keating story broke in
1989, the Phoenix New Times newspaper called McCain the worst senator from any state in
American history.

There was plenty of pushback on the McCain legacy coming from the alternative media,
though nothing in the mainstream where politicians and pundits from both the left and the
right of the political spectrum united in their songs of praise. Amidst all the eulogies one
article  did,  however,  strike  me  as  particularly  bizarre.  It  was  written  by  Jeffrey  Goldberg,
Editor in Chief of The Atlantic, and is entitled “McCain would have passed the Anne Frank
test” with the sub-heading “The senator spent decades demonstrating his willingness to
fight powerful men who abused powerless people.”

Screengrab from The Atlantic

Goldberg, a leading neoconservative, casually reveals that he has had multiple discussions
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with McCain, including some in “war zones” like Iraq. He quotes the Senator as saying

“I hated Saddam. He ruled through murder. Didn’t we learn from Hitler that we
can’t let that happen?”

Goldberg notes that McCain’s hatred “for  all  dictators burned hot” before hitting on a
number  of  other  themes,  including  that,  per  the  senator,  it  was  Donald  Rumsfeld’s
“arrogance  and  incompetence…that  helped  discredit  the  American  invasion”  of  Iraq.
Goldberg quotes McCain as saying “He [Rumsfeld] was the worst.”

Jeffrey  Goldberg  also  claims  a  conversation  with  McCain  in  which  he  asserted  that,  even
though  an  Iraq  war  supporter,  he  had  become  frustrated  with  the  effort  to  “renovate  a
despotic Middle Eastern country.” As he put it, “theory of the American case was no match
for  the  heartbreaking  Middle  East  reality,”  which  is  yet  another  defense  of  U.S.
interventionism with the caveat that the Arabs might not be ready to make good use of the
largesse. Elsewhere Goldberg, echoing McCain, has attributed the disaster in Iraq to the
“incompetence of  the Bush Administration,”  not  to  the policy  of  regime change itself,
presumably because the Pentagon was unsuccessful at killing enough Arabs quickly enough
to suit the neoconservatives. McCain’s reported response to Goldberg’s equivocation about
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was “But genocide! Genocide!”

Given the title of the article, Goldberg inevitably turns to the holocaust with McCain:

“He  said  that,  in  the  post  holocaust  world,  all  civilized  people,  and  the
governments  of  all  civilized  nations,  should  be  intolerant  of  leaders  who
commit  verified  acts  of  genocide…  I  told  him  then  that  he  would  most
definitely  pass  the  Anne  Frank  test…[which]  is  actually  a  single  question:
‘Which non-Jewish friends would risk their lives to hide us should the Nazis ever
return?’”

After some additional blather Goldberg enthuses that he was “…pretty sure [McCain would]
kill Nazis to defend Anne Frank.” McCain smiled and responded “It would be an honor and a
privilege.”

It would be tough to figure out where to go from there, but Goldberg was steering a steady
course. He saw two “sterling qualities’ in McCain. Number one was his “visceral antipathy
for powerful men who abuse powerless people.” The second quality was “self-doubt,” how
“in moments of great testing, it is possible for any human, including the bravest human, to
fail.”

The second quality is a bit hard to discern in McCain, whose dogged pursuit of whole nations
full of alleged enemies has left a trail of bodies spanning the globe, but it is the first virtue
that is hardest to reconcile with the reality of a man who epitomized America’s reckless
brutality in its overseas military ventures since 9/11. The tally runs Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya
with ongoing adventures in Somalia and Syria. Iran, Russia, and China are pending, all of
which were on McCain’s enemies list.

As many as three million Muslims have died as a direct result of the series of wars, endorsed
by  McCain  and  Goldberg,  that  began  in  late  2001  and  have  continued  to  this  day.
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Remarkably, not a single one of the wars initiated over that time period has actually ended
with either victory or some return to normalcy. Whole countries lie in ruins and millions of
people have been driven from their homes, creating an unsustainable refugee crisis, while
the United States wallows in unsustainable debt.

American born but Israeli by choice Goldberg, a leading Zionist voice who was once in the
Israel Defense Force where he served as a prison guard, celebrates McCain in full knowledge
that his tribe is not the one that is dying, hence the seal of approval granted to the senator
by virtue of his successful completion of the Anne Frank Test. Goldberg’s body of work as a
journalist frequently includes discussions of Israel, anti-Semitism and the threats posed by
Israel’s numerous enemies. Glenn Greenwald has called Goldberg “one of the leading media
cheerleaders for the attack on Iraq,” having “compiled a record of humiliating falsehood-
dissemination  in  the  run-up  to  the  war  that  rivaled  Judy  Miller’s  both  in  terms  of
recklessness and destructive impact.”

One might well object to Goldberg’s formulation of what constitutes decent human behavior,
wrapped as it is around a perpetual victimhood holocaust metaphor that inevitably is used
in extenso to justify every atrocity committed by the Jewish State. Goldberg should perhaps
try examining his “test” in a number of  different versions that would move him outside of
his tribal comfort zone. He might ask if, in a hypothetical state run by those who believe the
Talmud  and  Torah  to  be  the  true  word  of  God,  he  would  hide  Christians  fleeing  from  a
government that considered it acceptable to kill non-Jews and that gentiles are little more
than beasts, fit to serve as slaves for true believers. To reprise for Goldberg the question he
posed to McCain, would he approve that the Jewish persecutors should be killed to protect
the innocent?

Or maybe a better example, as it would fit in with Goldberg’s experience as a prison guard,
might be the case of a teenage Palestinian fleeing, seeking refuge from a rampaging group
of armed settlers inspired by mass murderer Baruch Goldstein or by members of a unit in
the Israeli Army. Knowing that many Israelis regard someone throwing a stone or shouting
at police as a terrorist and that the Jewish State’s government has an abominable record for
killing, beating and imprisoning children, would he open his door? And what would McCain
do if he were still around given that the ethnic cleansing being engaged in by Israel on the
Palestinians  may not  be  full  scale  genocide,  but  it  is  very  close  in  principle,  reflecting  the
Israeli government desire to make the Palestinians a non-people?

In short, Goldberg should ask himself whether his Anne Frank Test has universal applicability
or is it something that is only for Jews. I rather suspect that the test is little more than a
word game that empowered Jews like Goldberg use to underline their special status with the
ambitious  and  gullible  like  Senator  John  McCain.  That  McCain  enthusiastically  became
Goldberg’s patsy is at least one good reason that we should all be grateful that he never
was elected president.

*
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This article was originally published on The Unz Review.
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