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Tens of Thousands Rally in France Against Security
Law as Police and Protesters Clash Again
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French protesters clashed with police in Paris and other cities including Marseille, Lyon,
Rennes and Nantes yesterday as tens of thousands took to the streets in further mass
demonstrations against an authoritarian new security law.

The weekly rallies each Saturday are developing into the third huge wave of street unrest
against  President  Emmanuel  Macron  since  he  took  office,  following  the  Yellow  Vests
movement of 2018-19 and the giant trade union demos against railway privatisation in
2019. Many at the demos wore yellow high-vis jackets to indicate their continuity with the
Yellow Vests.

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin praised police for tackling “very violent individuals” who
pillaged  a  bank,  set  fire  to  cars  and  threw  projectiles  —  including  a  Molotov  cocktail  in
Nantes  —  at  officers.

But the mass rallies denounced police violence, with the demos calling for the government
to drop its Global Security Law imposing prison sentences of up to a year and fines of up to
€45,000  (£40,000)  on  individuals  who  publish  photographs  showing  police  officers’  faces
with  “harmful  intent.”

Demonstrators carried banners saying “Police mutilate, police kill” and chanted: “Everyone
hates the police.”

The French Communist Party called its supporters out on demonstrations against police
violence and poverty.

Leader Fabien Roussel joined marchers in both Lille and Valenciennes against “both poverty
and for the revocation of the Global Security Law. France, the country of the Declaration of
the Rights of Man, must not become a country of poverty and authoritarianism,” he tweeted.

France Unbowed leader Jean-Luc Melenchon also linked the issues, saying the government
should  recognise  “there  is  hunger  in  France”  and  tying  Mr  Macron’s  increasing
authoritarianism to the need to quash social unrest.

“This is not just about Article 24,” he said, referring to the police photography clause of the
Global Security Law. “It’s the whole ‘liberty-cide’ project that must be binned!”

The  French  government  offered  to  rewrite  Article  24  of  the  law  last  week  because  of  the
scale of opposition, which ranges from the political left to the editors of Establishment
newspapers such as Le Monde, who say it will have a chilling impact on freedom of the

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-chacko
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/tens-thousands-rally-france-against-security-law-police-and-protesters-clash-again
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights


| 2

press.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Credits to the owner of the featured image

The original source of this article is Morning Star
Copyright © Ben Chacko, Morning Star, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ben Chacko

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/tens-thousands-rally-france-against-security-law-police-and-protesters-clash-again
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-chacko
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/tens-thousands-rally-france-against-security-law-police-and-protesters-clash-again
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-chacko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

