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Since 2011, Syria has been the target of an attempted foreign-backed regime change.
Riding on the momentum of the US-engineered “Arab Spring,” protesters took to the streets
across Syria, serving as cover for armed militants the US, Israel, and Saudi Arabia - on
record - had been preparing since at least as early as 2007.

It was in Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Seymour Hersh’'s 2007 article, “The Redirection: Is
the Administration’s new policy benefiting our enemies in the war on terrorism?” that
prophetically stated (emphasis added):

“To undermine Iran, which is predominantly Shiite, the Bush Administration has
decided, in effect, to reconfigure its priorities in the Middle East. In Lebanon,
the Administration has cooperated with Saudi Arabia’s government, which is
Sunni, in clandestine operations that are intended to weaken Hezbollah, the
Shiite organization that is backed by Iran. The U.S. has also taken part in
clandestine operations aimed at Iran and its ally Syria. A by-product
of these activities has been the bolstering of Sunni extremist groups
that espouse a militant vision of Islam and are hostile to America and
sympathetic to Al Qaeda.”

(]

Syria’s destabilization was ongoing alongside other Arab nations, including Tunisia, Libya,
and Egypt. In Tunisia and Egypt, the fallout was political, with limited street violence. In
Libya, the fallout was absolute - the nation utterly decimated by so-called “freedom
fighters” later revealed as Al Qaeda militants of the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG).

The West's blitzkrieg across North Africa and the Middle East took many nations by surprise.
Their inability to respond effectively to orchestrated “color revolution” have resulted in 3
years of regional destabilization, regime change, and even war.

In Syria however, the government and the people held on, and then, began fighting back.

It was clear by January 2013 that Syria’s security forces had turned the tide against the
foreign-backed militants who had for 2 years been flowing across their border and sowing
deadly chaos across the Middle Eastern nation. Irreversible gains were being made
everywhere from the north near Syria’s largest city Aleppo, all along the Lebanese border,
and particularly in the southern city of Daraa, the so-called “birthplace” of the “uprising.”

The Western media continued portraying the situation in Syria as fluid, with the Syrian
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government teetering and their militant proxies on the verge of making a breakthrough. In
reality, desperation had set in across Washington, London, Riyadh, and Tel Aviv. Attempts to
provoke a wider war with direct Israeli attacks on Syrian territory were carried out but with
no effect, and by August of 2013, the West had grown so desperate to directly intervene to
salvage their floundering proxy forces, they even staged a false-flag chemical attack on the
outskirts of Damascus. Much to the West's dismay, the false-flag attack not only failed to
provide them with the pretext needed for direct intervention, it severely and perhaps
irreparably hobbled their credibility and international standing.

Syria’s Triumph Hidden No More

Recent gains by Syria against the West’'s proxy militant invaders could be seen most clearly
in Yabroud this month, 80 kilometers northwest of Damascus and a strategic city for militant
campaigns carried out against both Syrians and Lebanese across the nearby border. The
city of Yabroud was considered firmly in the hands of militants throughout the duration of
conflict. With the restoration of order in Yabroud, and with militant factions folding en
masse, it appears that large-scale military operations against Syria have largely drawn to a
close and are shifting instead toward a low-intensity terrorist campaign.

The West is unable to portray their militant proxies as a viable opposition force, politically,
socially, and now strategically. Syrian forces have pushed the militants to the very borders
of Syria.

Just today, Turkey resorted to firing on, and claims to have shot down a Syrian warplane as
Syrian forces battled militants along the border. In the southern city of Daraa near the
Syrian-Jordanian border, the so-called “Southern Front” comprised of allegedly 49 militant
factions and claiming to have up to 30,000 fighters in its rank, had doubt cast on it even
from Western sources calling the force, “an alliance on paper.”

[xlThe Carnegie Endowment for International Peace provided a disturbing report of continued
military support for terrorists flooding into Syria from Jordan, armed and funded by the
United States and Saudi Arabia - even as both feigned chastisement recently of Qatar for
doing the very same. In its report titled, “Does the “Southern Front” Exist?” it claimed:

According to several sources, there has still been an uptick in support to rebels
in the south since late February, with large amounts of money spent on rebel
salaries and Saudi trucks moving cargo toward the Jordan-Syria border. But
without a major increase in support and, probably, the addition of qualitative
weapons like antiair missiles, it is hard to imagine that the rebels can advance
very far—or that they will be able to unite around a single leadership.

It appears to be the last desperate push by a depleted force against a well entrenched and
capable Syrian military. While the West is no doubt still trying to fuel unrest in Syria, it
appears that gains by the Syrian military have reached a tipping point that no amount of
indirect support can turn back. Short of direct large-scale military intervention by Western
forces, the proxy war has been effectively lost.

What Syria’s Victory Means for Western Hegemony

The modern pursuit of Western hegemony stems back to the end of the Cold War when Wall
Street and London believed it was possible to reorder the planet under their control in the
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absence of any significant opposing superpower. Color revolutions across Eastern Europe,
the plundering of Russia in the 1990’s, the first Irag War, and the breakup of the Balkans
seemed to suggest this reordering was well underway. However, Russia, China, India, and
other developing nations sprung back too quickly and the West’'s ambitions were slowly put
in check.

Today, with the West ousted from Irag, mired in Afghanistan, its machinations revealed in
Libya as marauding aggressors, and confounded in both Syria and Ukraine, not only does it
seem Western ambitions are in check, but may in fact be in danger of being reversed
altogether.

The failure of the West in Syria sends a message to other targets of Western meddling.
There is no need to compromise nor negotiate, nor any need to pander to the conventions
the West has put in place to tie the hands of their intended targets. In fact, by doing so, a
nation only makes itself more vulnerable as they attempt to adhere to rules the West insists
others follow but willfully violates itself.

While the West compounds its growing impotence globally by insisting on the continued
pursuit of its failed unipolar model built on achieving global hegemony, nations like Russia
and China insist on mutual partnerships with other nations in a multipolar world - neither
dictating nor violating the sovereignty of any nation beyond its borders.

The West's failure in Syria is an indicator that its power and influence is on the decline and
provides a modern illustration of the dangers historically faced by empire as it overreaches.
Even if the West was able to overturn its failures in Syria, its reputation and legitimacy has
been hobbled to such a degree that any geopolitical push beyond Syria would be all but
impossible.

The West’s columnists and policy scribes lament over the “retreat” of Western primacy - but
it is only in “retreat” because it chooses to be a belligerent in the first place. A nation
playing a positive, constructive role internationally can still be influential if it respects those
it is interacting with and effects change by setting an appealing example. For the West and
its centuries of subjugating others, this concept is not only alien, but apparently less
preferable than the collapsing order they are currently presiding over.

Syria’s emerging victory means that while the West may despoil other nations in the near
and intermediate future, the vector sum of its power and influence will be perpetual decline.

For Syria and other nations facing the same potential destabilization within their own
borders, a costly lesson has been learned about attempting to appease and accommodate
Western ambitions. Establishing the moral high-ground early on, and having the means
through domestic media targeting international audiences like Iran’s Press TV or Russia’s RT
to tell their side of the story to the world, allows a targeted nation the ability to stand its
ground, and if necessary, fight back. Attempting to use the very system the West put in
place to achieve global primacy - including the UN, its human rights racket, and the
international media - is to play the West’s game, by their rules, and entirely on their terms
at a clear and immense disadvantage.

Tony Cartalucci, Bangkok-based geopolitical researcher and writer, especially for the
online magazine “New Eastern Outlook”
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