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The US announced that it will train a 30,000-strong “border force” of the Kurdish-led SDF in
Northern Syria in a controversial move that was immediately slammed by Turkey as the
creation of a “terror army”. President Erdogan has long been opposed to the establishment
of a de-facto Kurdish statelet along his country’s southern border, and the US strategy is
playing  right  into  his  greatest  fears.  Speaking  to  his  supporters  earlier  this  week,
he bellowed that “a country we call an ally is insisting on forming a terror army on our
borders. What can that terror army target but Turkey? Our mission is to strangle it before
it’s even born.”

Syrian Deputy Foreign and Expatriates Minister Fayssal Mikdad stated that the US-Kurdish
move “is an attempt to divide Syria and prolong the crisis in the country”, and President
Assad  had  previously  claimed  that  Kurdish  and  other  forces  who  cooperate  with  the
Americans are “traitors”. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told reporters during a
large press conference that “this causes serious questions, concerning the maintenance of
Syria’s territorial integrity”, though reaffirming that the Kurds are still an integral part of the
Syrian nation and will  nevertheless be represented in some capacity or another at the
upcoming Sochi Summit at the end of the month.

The US is coy about its true intentions in building up a massive force that’s expected to
be almost 50% larger than its own Border Patrol at home and deployed along the much
geographically smaller area of the Turkish border and the so-called “deconfliction line” with
the Syrian Arab Army in the Euphrates River Valley,  but some observers are seriously
concerned  that  Washington  is  trying  to  transform  this  anti-terrorist  militia  into  a
competent anti-state conventional  fighting force,  pointing to the large amount of  weapons
and equipment  that  they’ve  received over  the  past  couple  of  years.  Most  alarmingly,
however, and in a move that could confirm these suspicions, reports have recently piled in
that the US secretly gave MANPAD anti-air missiles to the Kurds, which if true would prove
that they’re indeed capable of becoming an anti-state threat, whether to the Syrians, the
Turks, or possibly even the Russians.

The  Kurdish  issue  thus  risks  becoming  the  first  post-Daesh  crisis  in  Syria  for  this  very
reason, made all the more urgently important because of Turkey’s threats to eliminate the
problem before it matures, and all eyes are on President Erdogan to see if he’ll make a
move on the northwestern region of Afrin in the two weeks prior to the upcoming Sochi
Summit and inadvertently risk subverting it, which might be exactly what the Americans are
trying to tempt him into doing.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://orientalreview.org/2018/01/17/syrian-kurds-border-force-terror-army/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war
https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201801141060747389-us-led-coalition-border-force-syria/
https://www.globalvillagespace.com/kurds-ethnically-cleansing-arabs-raqqa-world-silent/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria/erdogan-we-will-strangle-u-s-backed-force-in-syria-before-its-even-born-idUSKBN1F41HJ
https://sana.sy/en/?p=124488
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/181220171
https://sputniknews.com/russia/201801151060754517-lavrov-press-conference/#article_item_1060757773
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-agents/former-border-patrol-officials-question-trump-plan-to-add-agents-idUSKBN163250
https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201712301060424061-usa-russia-dialogue-across-syria-demarcation/
https://orientalreview.org/2017/09/18/russias-s-400s-will-protect-turkey-kurdish-air-force/
https://sputniknews.com/military/201801161060779896-usa-manpads-syria-kurds-deal/
https://www.globalvillagespace.com/the-kurdish-kaleidoscope/
https://orientalreview.org/2017/12/09/russias-delicate-dance-syrian-kurds/
https://orientalreview.org/2017/11/04/the-congress-of-the-syrian-people-might-result-in-a-new-constitution/
https://orientalreview.org/2017/11/04/the-congress-of-the-syrian-people-might-result-in-a-new-constitution/


| 2

*

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based political analyst specializing in the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare.

Featured image is from the author.

The original source of this article is Oriental Review
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Oriental Review, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Andrew Korybko
About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://orientalreview.org/2018/01/17/syrian-kurds-border-force-terror-army/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://orientalreview.org/2018/01/17/syrian-kurds-border-force-terror-army/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

