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Syrian Air Strike Kills Commander Behind 2013
Chemical Weapons Terror Attack in Ghouta
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Zahran Alloush, the commander of the Jaysh al-Islam alliance was killed in a Damascus
suburb. August 21, 2013 the Saudi intelligence asset Alloush was commanding Liwa-al-Islam
when he gave the order to launch the chemical weapons attack against the East Ghouta
suburb of Damascus. Zahran Alloush has been on the payroll of Saudi intelligence since the
1980s.

The Central  Command of  the Syrian Arab Army confirmed that it  successfully launched an
air  strike  in  the  Damascus  suburb  of  Otaya,  targeting  and  killing  several  Jihadist
commanders.

Among them the leader of Jaysh al-Islam, Zahran Alloush. Jaysh al-Islam is an alliance of
several Jihadist militia, including Liwa-al-Islam. Jaysh al-Islam is allied with the Syrian Al-
Qaeda Franchise Jabhat Al-Nusrah.

An in-depth investigation by nsnbc international, in 2013, concluded that Zahran Alloush
was the commander who gave the direct order to launch the chemical weapons attack in
East Ghouta on August 21, 2013.

The investigation also concluded that command responsibility for Alloush’s decision led
directly to the U.S.’s Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the White House, and to the Saudi
government.

(Pictured right: Jaysh al-Islam and Liwa-al-Islam Commander and Chemical Waeapon Expert
Zahran Alloush has been working for Saudi Intelligence since the 1980s)

Alloush would also be in control over choosing the “security guards” UN inspectors had to
submit to while gathering evidence after the chemical weapons attack in East Ghouta. (see
details and names in the report).

Zahran Alloush, Liwa-al-Islam and Saudi intelligence also played central roles in the attempt
to obstruct Syria’s decommissioning of  chemical  weapons by launching attacks against
chemical weapons transports. The information about these transports was highly classified,
leading  the  Syrian  government  to  the  conclusion  that  Saudi  intelligence  provided
information to Liwa-al-Islam.

Zahran Alloush was since the 1990s involved in the Salafist – Wahabbist terrorist networks
in Syria which led to his arrest by Syrian intelligence. He was released in early of 2011,
when the Assad administration granted a general amnesty. Immediately after his March
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2011 release from prison, Zahran Alloush began receiving substantial funds and weapons
from Saudi intelligence, which enabled him to establish Liwa-al-Islam as a de facto Saudi
Arabia sponsored mercenary brigade under the auspices of the Saudi Interior Ministry.

The Saudi  intelligence assets Alloush and Liwa-al-Islam also played crucial  roles in the
demise of the predominantly Qatari and Turkish backed Free Syrian Army (FSA) and other,
predominantly Qatari-backed insurgencies. In June 2013 in the Jobar district of Damascus,
for example, Alloush withdrew his Liwa-al-Islam troops during a major battle with the Syrian
Arab Army without announcing the sudden withdrawal to the Qatar-sponsored First Brigade
and the Liwa Jaish al-Muslimeen. Both brigades were literally wiped out by the Syrian Army.

The air strike that exterminated Zahran Alloush also exterminated one of the primary field
commanders  who  were  responsible  for  the  transition  from  the  primacy  of  Muslim
Brotherhood linked insurgencies to Al-Qaeda-linked insurgencies in the Syrian theater. That
includes the primacy of Jabhat al-Nusrah, Jaysh al-Islam, Liwa-al-Islam, and ultimately also
the self-proclaimed Islamic State, a.k.a. ISIL, ISIS or Daesh.
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