
| 1

Syria: The New Government Plans for Moving East

By Moon of Alabama
Global Research, May 09, 2017
Moon of Alabama

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Terrorism, US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

The  de-escalation  agreement  for  four  fighting  zones  in  Syria  has  come  into  effect.  The
battles between Syrian government forces (red) and the foreign supported “rebels” (yellow)
has ebbed in the north, in Idleb and north Hama, in the south round Deraa, around the
besieged “rebel” enclaves north of Homs and east of Damascus in east-Ghouta. That does
not mean that those areas are peaceful or safe. In the north Turkey is scrimishing with U.S.
supported Kurds (purple), in Deraa governate ISIS is infighting with other Jihadi “rebels” and
in east-Ghouta various “rebel” groups are trying to eliminate each other.

This de-escalation has freed up Syrian government forces which are now repositioning for a
large attack through south-east Syria towards Deir-Ezzor and the Iraqi border. One axis of
the attack will  be from the capital  to  the east  along the Damascus-Baghdad highway
towards the Iraqi border. Another one will aim from Palmyra east through Sukhnah towards
Deir Ezzor. (Roughly painted as red arrows on the map).

See bigger picture here

This terrain in-between is largely desert with only a few villages and some oil installations on
the way. Large distances can be covert within a few hours. Fighting against ISIS (aka the
Islamic  State,  grey)  will  be  limited  to  the  few build  up  areas.  But  the  long  “lines  of
communication”, i.e. the supply roads, will be under constant danger of raids from roving
ISIS militants and possibly U.S. airplanes.
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In parallel to the two large attacks smaller operations (sketched as green arrows on the
map) will proceed to eliminate ISIS and “rebel” forces near the government held western
heartland. The current U.S.-Kurdish operation against ISIS in Raqqa is pushing ISIS elements
towards those western government areas. The (green) “secure the realms” operations are
designed to surround and eliminate all enemy areas to the west of the line and to prevent
further infiltration into core areas.

The south-eastern desert is currently held by the Islamic State. But U.S. supported “rebel”
forces and regular U.S. army troops threaten to take the area in a large attack launched
from east Jordan towards the north and onto Raqqa. The build up of such a force has been
reported several times and likely has some truth to it. (Though recently published photos of
a Jordan armor depot some 50 kilometers from the border are probably unrelated. The depot
has existed with nearly the same amount of armor since at least 2010.)

It would be quite risky for Jordan to take part or even allow such a large military operation in
Syria. ISIS has infiltrated refugee camps in and near Jordan and has a substantial following
within the country. But Jordan depends on U.S. and Gulf country money and can only reject
their demands to a certain degree.

Should the U.S. military decide to take all of east-Syria by moving in from Jordan it will come
into conflict  with the Syrian (red arrow) forces pushing east.  These Syrian movements will
be accompanied by Russian military elements. Any collision of these maneuver groups could
lead to serious escalations.

I doubt that U.S. President Trump has a personal interest in any move in Syria beyond the
taking of Raqqa, He needs that success together with the taking of Mosul in Iraq from ISIS
for propaganda purposes. Taking Raqqa will be difficult enough. The U.S.-Kurdish forces are
still skirmishing ISIS around Taqba city and its dam, (some 30 kilometers from Raqqa) and
the  Kurds  want  further  political  concessions  before  moving  on.  Any  additional  “nation
building” will hamper Trump’s other political aims.

The military hawks in his government and in the Gulf
countries led by Saudi Arabia are aiming further. It is now the National Security Advisor
General McMaster  who is pushing for regime change in Syria. The recent U.S. cruise
missile attack on the Syrian Shayrat air base which was predominantly used to fight ISIS was
McMaster’s plan. But it seems that McMaster is now disliked by Trump and the inner White
House circles. There is thus some hope that he will leave soon. The Syrian Foreign Minister
already detects some change in the U.S. attitude towards the situation in Syria.

The plans of the Syrian government and its allies make sense. But the large moves towards
the  east  can  only  proceed  if  the  de-escalation  schemes  in  the  west  keep  the  battlefields

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.al-akhbar.com%2F
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/us-jordanian-military-presence-growing-southern-syria-amid-new-government-offensive/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/pictures-syrian-drones-spot-hundreds-us-jordanian-armored-vehicles-border/
https://twitter.com/CT_operative/status/861694871144472577
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/isis1.jpg
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-uncovered/isis-infiltrates-rukban-refugee-camp-jordan-syria-border-n750206
http://www.diken.com.tr/in-rojava-ypg-pkk-separate-closely-linked/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/h-r-mcmaster.jpg
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/04/hr-mcmaster-syria-regime-change-237038
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-05-08/washington-loves-general-mcmaster-but-trump-doesn-t
https://komnews.org/us-has-had-change-of-attitude-on-syrian-crisis-solution-foreign-minister/


| 3

there relative quiet. This again depends on Turkey’s willingness to blockade new weapon
flows  towards  the  “rebels”  and  al-Qaeda  especially  in  north  Syria.  The  Turkish  President
Erdogan  is  known for  turning  on  a  dime.  The Gulf  countries  will  offer  him huge bribes  to
spoil  the de-escalation.  Russia is  offering a pipeline which promises long term profits.  It  is
hard to know which bribe he will prefer and which side he will -in the end- decide to support.

The original source of this article is Moon of Alabama
Copyright © Moon of Alabama, Moon of Alabama, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Moon of
Alabama

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.moonofalabama.org/2017/05/syria-the-new-government-plans-for-moving-east.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/moon-of-alabama
http://www.moonofalabama.org/2017/05/syria-the-new-government-plans-for-moving-east.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/moon-of-alabama
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/moon-of-alabama
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

