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Syria jihadist fighters and mercenaries eye
formation of Islamic State
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A recent Reuters report confirms what has been known for several months. According to a
French surgeon stationed in Aleppo, the FSA fighters objective is to topple Bashar al Assad
with a view to installing an Islamic state. 

What the report does not say is that the FSA  fighters are supported by the “international
community”.

The report also confirms that at least half the fighters are foreign mercenaries:

Foreign Islamists intent on turning Syria into an autocratic theocracy have swollen the
ranks of rebels fighting to topple President Bashar al-Assad and think they are waging a
“holy war”, a French surgeon who treated fighters in Aleppo has said.

Jacques Beres, co-founder of medical charity Medecins Sans Frontieres, returned from
Syria on Friday evening after spending two weeks working clandestinely in a hospital in
the besieged northern Syrian city.

In an interview with Reuters in his central Paris apartment on Saturday, the 71-year-old
said that contrary to his previous visits to Homs and Idlib earlier this year about 60
percent of those he had treated this time had been rebel fighters and that at least half
of them had been non-Syrian.

“It’s  really  something  strange  to  see.  They  are  directly  saying  that  they  aren’t
interested  in  Bashar  al-Assad’s  fall,  but  are  thinking  about  how  to  take  power
afterwards and set up an Islamic state with sharia law to become part of the world
Emirate,” the doctor said.

…

Assad himself has consistently maintained that the 17-month-old insurgency against
him is largely the work of people he refers to as “foreign-backed terrorists” and says his
forces are acting to restore stability.

During his previous visits to Syria – in March and May – Beres said he had dismissed
suggestions  the  rebels  were  dominated  by  Islamist  fighters  but  he  said  he  had  now
been  forced  to  reassess  the  situation.

…
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But while some are professional “jihadists”, veterans of Iraq, Afghanistan, Chechnya or
Libya who bring combat and bomb-making skills with them that alarm the Western and
Arab governments which have cheered the rebels on, many have little to offer Syrians
but their goodwill and prayers. (For the complete report see  Reuters, September 8,
2012)
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