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New report, America’s Youngest Outcasts, looks at child homelessness nationally, ranks the states,
and examines causes of child homelessness and the solutions. (Image: National Center for Family
Homelessness)

The annual levels of homelessness among children have never been higher in the United
States, according to a new comprehensive report released on Monday.

Prepared by the National Center on Family Homelessness, the report—America’s Youngest
Outcasts (pdf)—shows that with poverty and inequality soaring in recent years,
approximately 2.5 million children in 2013 found themselves without a roof over their head
or place to call home. That number equals one in 30 American children nationally, and
constitutes an 8 percent increase over the previous year.

“Child homelessness has reached epidemic proportions in America,” said Dr. Carmela
DeCandia, director of the NCFH, in a statement. “Children are homeless to night in every
city, county and state — in every part of our nation.”
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Based on federal and other available data and broken down by state, the analysis shows
that homelessness among children varies widely depending on geography. The report
includes an index ranking based on four basic criteria: 1) the extent of child homelessness
(adjusted for population); 2) general well-being of the children; 3) risk for family
homelessness; and 4) state policies designed to combat the problem. Ranked from 1-50, the
states with the best scores were Minnesota, Nebraska and Massachusetts. The worst states

for homeless children were Alabama, Mississippi and California.
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The report cites the major drivers behind the crisis, which include: 1) the nation’s high
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poverty rate; 2) a lack of affordable housing across the nation; 3) the continuing impacts of
the Great Recession; 4) racial disparities; 5) the challenges of single parenting; and 6) the
ways in which traumatic experiences, especially domestic violence, precede and prolong
homelessness for families.

According to a fact sheet (pdf)released alongside the study:

Research shows that homeless children are hungry and sick more often. They
wonder if they will have a roof over their heads at night and what will happen
to their families. Many homeless children struggle in school, missing days,
repeating grades, and drop out entirely. Up to 25% of homeless pre-school
children have mental health problems requiring clinical evaluation; this
increases to 40% among homeless school-age children.

The impacts of homelessness on the children, especially young children, may
lead to changes in brain architecture that can interfere with learning,
emotional self-regulation, cognitive skills, and social relationships. The
unrelenting stress experienced by the parents may contribute to residential
instability, unemployment, ineffective parenting, and poor health.

Dr. DeCandia notes that federal policies seeking to address the problem of homelessness
among veterans and other chronically vulnerable adults have showed that improvements
can be made, but says specific federal action to fight child homelessness has not been
adequate to address the growing national crisis of homeless youth.

“Living in shelters, neighbors’ basements, cars, campgrounds, and worse — homeless
children are the most invisible and neglected individuals in our society,” she said. “Without
decisive action now, the federal goal of ending child homelessness by 2020 will soon be out
of reach.”

If the situation does not change soon, she said, the society is “going to pay a high price, in
human and economic terms.”

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Jon Queally, Common Dreams, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jon Queally

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance

| 3



http://new.homelesschildrenamerica.org/mediadocs/275.pdf
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2014/11/17/study-more-homeless-children-now-any-point-us-history
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jon-queally
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2014/11/17/study-more-homeless-children-now-any-point-us-history
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jon-queally
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 4


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

