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Stop Military Intervention in Iraq
Bombing Iraq and Syria will only make it Worse
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by International Anti-Occupation Network on 25-05-2015

The Stockholm Appeal from the I.A.O.N.:

After decades of sanctions, war and occupation, attempts to dominate and control Iraq
continue.

The destruction of the country´s infrastructure, its army and its middle class has left a failed
state that leaves its people in social misery and chaos. This has resulted in the collapse of
the health and education systems, the weakening of the social fabric and the collective
memory and national identity of the Iraqi people. Foreign plans to divide Iraq threaten its
very existence as a state.

1. The failure of the US-led occupation to achieve their goals has been followed by
another war with massive bombings of civilians and the infusion of enormous amounts
of military weapons.

2.  The  regime  in  Baghdad  which  resulted  from  the  imposed  sectarian  Bremer
constitution  is  incapable  by  its  very  nature  of  achieving  the  inclusiveness  of  the
different  ethnic,  religious  and  political  groups  that  is  required  to  guarantee  Iraq´s
continued  existence.

3. Outside interference and support to sectarian militia and terrorist groups has further
worsened internal  conflicts,  giving birth to criminal  ruling groups.  It  has led to serious
violations of human rights and has caused widespread suffering for civilians.

4. The government policies of massive imprisonment, torture, forced displacement and
the exclusion of many from the political process have together provided fertile ground
for all forms of extremism and terrorism.
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5. Millions of refugees have been caught between the US-led bombing and the attacks
from the government and its militia allies as well as from the terrorist attacks by ISIS. A
humanitarian  crisis  of  enormous  proportions  continues  to  worsen  with  widespread
sectarian ethnic cleansing .

We re-iterate our stand that peace cannot be restored until the underlying causes of the
conflict  have been dealt  with.  The Iraqi  people continue to resist  foreign domination.  Only
their unity can guarantee the sovereignty of Iraq and defeat of terrorism and separatism.
Only their efforts can guarantee good relations with all their neighbours based on strict non-
interference in each other´s internal affairs. Iraq is not a pawn to be offered in regional or
religious conflict. Its sovereignty and independence must be respected.

In the present situation, our efforts should be intensified and co-ordinated to:

– spread information about the underlying political nature of the conflict and demand an
end to all foreign intervention.

– support the efforts of the patriotic forces for unity against sectarianism and terrorism
where all Iraqis are treated as citizens of one country rather than members of specific
communities.

– mobilize international efforts to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi people.

– demand an end to the bombing and military intervention in Iraq under the pretext of
fighting terrorism.

– demand  justice for the victims and accountability by those responsible for the crimes
committed and their responsibility for reparations and the reconstruction of the country.
The UN must uphold international law.

We call upon all anti-occupation, anti-war and peace loving people to maintain and continue
solidarity  with  the  people  of  Iraq  and  their  struggle  for  an  independent,  unified  and  non-
sectarian Iraq.

Stockholm May 24, 2015
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