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Canada and the European Union (EU) are set to begin preliminary discussions on deeper
economic integration a mere three days after the election. It has been reported that the
proposed trade deal will far exceed NAFTA. Some see this as an opportunity to possibly
update the 15 year-old accord. Stephen Harper is busy telling Canadians that only a
Conservative majority government will be able to bring confidence back and stabilize the
economy. That is why | find it a little strange that this has not become a pillar of the
Conservatives economic platform. Harper has decided not to release the full text of the draft
proposal until after the election on October 14. The reality is that such an agreement with
the EU will be no different than NAFTA in the sense that it will be used to further advance
corporate interests.

For the past several months, Canadian officials have been hard at work negotiating with EU
representatives. They have compiled a detailed study that will be unveiled after the
election. Talks could begin as early as October 17 at a summit in Montreal , with formal
negotiations set to begin in 2009. Just as the case with the Security and Prosperity
Partnership (SPP) labour, citizen groups and the public at large have been excluded from
any discussions. Many support this trade initiative because they wish to lessen Canada’s
dependency on the American economy. This agreement has a better chance of succeeding if
Harper is re-elected Prime Minister. There still remains much secrecy surrounding trade
talks with the EU, and up to this point, Harper appears to be reluctant to make this an
election issue.

French and current rotating EU president Nicolas Sarkozy has said that he wishes economic
integration with Canada to be part of his lasting legacy. Europe sees Canada’s energy
resources as a possible solution to easing their dependency on Russian oil and gas. In a
commentary that appeared in the Globe and Mail, Alan Alexandroff, co-author of the C.D.
Howe Institute paper titled Still Amigos, writes, “If the EU and Canada can forge an accord
that covers services, government procurement and skilled labour that could well set the
table for reviving the original NAFTA.” He went on to say, “If the EU and Canada join hands,
the U.S. and Mexico will be eager to join the party.” Some believe that such an agreement
will further advance North American integration while spreading NAFTA to Europe. A
Canada-EU trade deal could be used as the model for future bilateral accords and as a way
to further renew U.S.-EU relation.

There are calls to further deepen the U.S.-EU partnership with a new sense of
multilateralism in areas of trade, climate change, and fighting terrorism, along with others.
In April of 2007, it was announced with very little fanfare that the U.S.-EU had reached a
deal on a new Trans-Atlantic Economic Partnership. They agreed to set up an economic
council and further boost trade and investment by harmonizing services, business
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takeovers, and intellectual property. They also agreed to continue working towards
eliminating non-tariff barriers to trade, which could eventually lead to a U.S.-EU single
market.

Economic integration was a first step in the creation of the EU, and a similar stealth
approach is being used to advance a North American Union. EU Commission President Jose
Manuel Barroso recently said in a speech, “We have to make room at the top table for
others, because that is the only way we can consolidate and strengthen a stable,
multilateral world, governed by internationally agreed rules.” He also stated, “the time has
come to start thinking of an Atlantic Agenda for Globalisation.” With the further erosion of
national sovereignty and continued economic, social, cultural and environmental
integration, we are on an undeniable path towards world government.

With the collapse of the WTO talks, more bilateral trade agreements will be used in
advancing the New World Order’s agenda. The global elite, pushing for world government,
are using the current financial turmoil to acquire more wealth and power. Economic
uncertainty could also be used to usher in a North American Union with its own currency. A
Canada-EU trade deal is yet another incremental step towards global governance.
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