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Solidarity as a Monolith of Love Against Zionist Evil.
“Humans United by Love for Fellow Humans”

By Kim Petersen
Global Research, August 06, 2024
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In-depth Report: PALESTINE

Jews are not a monolith. There are plenty of Jews who abhor the racism and violence of the
Zionist faction of Jewry. Yet, many uninformed people consider Zionism to express the ethos
of Jewishness.

And it is clear that Israeli Jews are overwhelmingly supportive of Zionism. (See “Israeli Views
of the Israel-Hamas War, “Polls Show Broad Support in Israel for Gaza’s Destruction and
Starvation,” and for those who may have read Haaretz and the NYT, “Don’t believe Haaretz
and the NYT. Israeli society fully supports the Gaza genocide.”)

In this era of internet and instant communication, information on the monstrous crimes of
Zionism is available for people who make an effort to be aware. Take that information and
apply open-minded skepticism. Ask whether the evidence substantiates the information and
its narrative.

Israeli Jews are carrying out genocide against Palestinians (something that has been
ongoing for decades). Eliminating a grouping of people from existence is heinous
enough,  but  there  is  also  the  horrific  matter  of  what  happens  to  the  victims  of
Zionists before they are killed.

Redacted interviewed Dan Cohen of Uncaptured Media to report a bloodlust where Israelis
are torturing and raping Palestinian prisoners, and that Israeli protestors are in
the streets claiming Israelis have a right to rape these prisoners.

Cohen is in Israel telling of “the shock and trauma and hate and racism pulsing through the
veins of Israeli society ….” This is exemplified by the fact that the Israeli military-run prison
with its Palestinian captives:

…is not about gaining intelligence, at all. It is not about finding Israeli captives in Gaza,
at  all.  What  happens  there  [in  the  prisons]  is  about  the  most  cruel
punishment. It is torture with electric shock, beating, severe beatings, where
if you talk to someone you are beaten until your teeth break, until your bones
break, if you fall asleep, these kinds of things. People are, as we know, anally
raped. Prisoners are killed. There are many who are murdered. They just never come
out…. These are just [Palestinian] civilians, cause all their fighters are underground. So
they take civilians from the neighborhoods, and just take them there and torture them
and kill them, even top doctors. I think it is 39 medical professionals from Gaza have ah,
I believe, been killed in there… (5:30 to 7:15)
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Non-Zionist Jews, Jews opposed to the crimes of Zionists, must speak out against
the evil, otherwise their silence may be criticised as complicity. The non-Zionist Jews are
faced with the challenge of how to get their humanist message widely disseminated in
opposition to Zionism.

One grouping of Jews that opposes Zionism and supports Palestinian rights is Jewish Voices
for  Peace.  Rebecca  Vilkomerson  and  Rabbi  Alissa  Wise,  two  leaders  and  former  staff  of
Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) have written Solidarity Is the Political Version of Love: Lessons
from Jewish Anti-Zionist Organizing  (Haymarket Books, 14 May 2024), which covers the
period from 2010-2020.

Omar Barghouti,  Palestinian human rights defender and cofounder of  the non-violent
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement for Palestinian rights, wrote the foreword to
the  book.  Barghouti  notes  the  difference  of  JVP  from  other  progressivist  Jewish
organizations:

Instead of the typical Jewish American PEP (progressive except on Palestine) culture, JVP
has helped a PIP culture—progressive including on Palestine …

In the face of overwhelming Jewish American support for Zionism and Israeli apartheid,
JVP has insisted on growing the anti-Zionist movement to dismantle the myth of Israel’s
representation  of  all  Jews  and,  along  with  it,  the  complicity  of  the  Jewish  Zionist
establishment  in  securing mainstream support  in  the  US for  funding,  arming,  and
enabling Israel’s regime of oppression.

As Solidarity Is the Political Version of Love relates, JVP has grown and morphed over
time  from  the  “first  mass  Jewish  civil  disobedience  in  the  Rotunda  of  the  US
Congress” to later “large-scale protests at a level none of us can remember.” (p
2) “JVP grew larger as it shifted to the left and altered the public narrative about Palestinian
liberation while creating a space for Judaism beyond Zionism.” (p 2-3) JVP did not declare
itself anti-Zionist until early in 2019; however, it was noted that the proportion of anti-
Zionist members and staff has grown over time. (p 13)

When Haymarket Books shared the e-galley, I was informed that the authors are available
for interviews. With that in mind, seven days ago I sent some questions.

The  first  question  was  based  on  Vilkomerson  and  Wise’s  definition  of  solidarity:  “as  when
people  outside  a  specific  community  dedicate  themselves  to  supporting  the  rights  and
aspirations of that community, taking direction on what actions to take from the community
itself.” (9) Since solidarity is the leitmotif for the book, why is it that JVP identifies as Jewish
voices rather than, for example, Human Voices for Peace? The name seems to set limits on
solidarizing with non-Jews within its organization?

However, there is something of a work around in the book: “What did it mean to be a
member if you weren’t Jewish? … So, we relied on people self-identifying as members and
didn’t spend time gatekeeping peoples’ Jewishness.” (p 55) “We believe movement building
is the only way to realize the world all people deserve.” (p 80)

I also asked about the propriety of donating to JVP as opposed to donating to Palestinian
movements.

The Zionist NGO Monitor complains that “JVP’s funding sources are not transparent.” NGO
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Monitor further criticizes JVP, saying that the JVP “regards the organized Jewish community
as its  ‘enemy’  and ‘opponent,’  ….  The strategy,  as  stated by JVP’s  executive director
Rebecca Vilkomerson, is to create ‘a wedge’ within the American Jewish community to
generate the impression of polarization over Israel.” For those who are opposed to Zionist
oppression of Palestinians such criticism ought to be considered as a badge of honor by the
JVP.

Moreover, JVP criticizes

Israel’s  ongoing apartheid  policies  of  administrative  detention—holding  Palestinians
without  charge  or  trial—left  Palestinians  stranded  in  prison  indefinitely.  At  the  same
time,  home  demolitions  are  a  daily  occurrence,  with  more  than  nine  thousand
structures  destroyed  since  2009.1  In  addition  to  the  daily  indignities  faced  by
Palestinians  at  checkpoints,  Jewish-only  settlements  proliferated in  the West  Bank,
siphoning water, developing a network of Jewish-only roads connecting the settlements
to  Israel,  and  bringing  into  Palestinian  communities  thousands  of  armed  settler
vigilantes, who regularly harassed and violently attacked Palestinians, vandalizing their
property with the blessing of the Israeli army, felling ancient olive trees, and shooting at
Palestinians that need to cross Jewish-only roads to reach their farms or graze their
flocks.  In  Gaza,  the  situation  became  even  more  dire  for  Palestinians  after  Jewish
settlers  were  removed in  2005,  when Israel  turned  Gaza  into  an  open-air  prison,
maintaining an illegal siege by controlling what goes in and out by air, land, and sea. (p
6)

Sounds good, sounds progressivist.

I wondered about the JVP stance on two-state vs one-state. The authors wrote, “… as a
group of people in the US it was not JVP’s place to determine the number of states at all, but
instead to do what we could to support a liberatory future.” (p 14)

That’s  fine.  But  what about whether Palestine should be recognized as a state,  something
Israel is vehemently opposed to? An online search reveals that JVP often refers to the “state
of Palestine.” This earned JVP further scorn from the NGO Monitor.

JVP takes many progressivist positions.

JVP acknowledges overwhelming Jewish communal support for Israel but sees its role as
“just one prong in a multifaceted movement, led by Palestinians in the US and Palestine.” (p
16)

JVP questions its own Jewish composition: “Ashkenazi Jews colluded with and assimilated
into whiteness, Jewish voices (whether Ashkenazi or not) were routinely privileged above
Palestinian voices” (p 40) and its hierarchical structure. (p 61)

JVP  recognizes  “the weaponization of  antisemitism,  specifically  in  connection with
anti-Zionism,” (p 99) and sees solidarity as the key to overcoming the Zionism that
Palestinians endure drives them into isolation from violent domination. (p 102)
“JVP, from the very start, has been guided by the exact opposite principle, that writ large we
live in an interdependent world, that we all deserve safety, and that the way to gain safety
is through solidarity.” (p 103)

Paradoxically, solidarity in a worthy cause might require splittism. Vilkomerson and Wise
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write, “Decoupling Jews from Israel and Jewishness from Zionism are therefore essential to
the struggle against real antisemitism, toward realizing Jewish safety, and, of course, for
Palestinian liberation.” (p 108)

The authors see solidarity as an expression of love:

Whatever your version of solidarity, may you practice it as an expression of love. A love
that manifests as raging at the world as it is, and at the same time developing smart,
intentional plans to realize the world as it should be. (p 215)

The ways in which Israel’s assault on Palestinians in Gaza exceeds the horror of nearly
all wars in recent memory are too long to list: more children killed, more journalists
killed, more bombs dropped, more homes destroyed, more internally displaced people,
more targeting of hospitals, schools, mosques, churches and refugee camps. That’s
because it’s simply not a war – it’s a genocide. (p 218)

The genocide of 186,000 Palestinians (likeliest a depressingly higher number in the three-
and-a-half weeks since the Lancet article was published), requires an utmost expression of
love through solidarity  with  the  entirety  of  humanity.  This  comes through clearly  and
forthrightly in Solidarity Is the Political Version of Love.

There are few (or none) sizeable groupings of people who form a monolith. JVP is one Jewish
grouping that deviates from Zionist Jews by upholding morality in solidarity with a shared
humanity.

Israel is not alone in its evil. It is backed by governments in the West. The US is a
staunch supporter of Zionism, funding it, arming it, and providing media and
diplomatic cover for Israel. It points to the sine qua non of a monolith of humans united
by  love  for  fellow  humans.  This  guiding  principle  would  elevate  humanity  to  the
stratosphere.
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