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It may not be a post-RNC bounce, but political analyst and statistician Nate Silver’s latest
forecast of the presidential election shows Donald Trump leading Hillary Clinton with a
shocking 15 percentage point-greater chance of winning if the general election were held
today.

After a parade of D-list celebrities and conservative icons yelled that the nation had been
overrun by criminals in the cities and murderous undocumented immigrants in border
towns, the Republican party’s presidential nominee’s current likelihood of winning stands at
57.5 percent, compared with Clinton’s 42.5 percent.

FiveThirtyEight's “now-cast,” Silver’s model, considers more than just polling in its forecast
and currently predicts the popular vote going 45.4 percent to Trump vs. 45.1 percent to
Clinton, with the Electoral College giving Trump 285 votes and Clinton 252.6. This is the first
time the “now-cast” forecast has been projected Trump to win.

Silver, who correctly forecast both the 2008 and 2012, has Trump winning in the swing
states of Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina, lowa, Nevada, and New Hampshire:

The now-cast is super aggressive, and can overreact to small swings in the
polls. But it’s useful if we want to get a snapshot of what the election looks
like right now. It suggests that in an election held today, Trump would be a
narrow favorite, with a 57 percent chance of winning the Electoral College.

[...]

It isn’t straightforward to measure Trump’s convention bounce because he was
already gaining ground on Clinton heading into the conventions, narrowing
what had been a 6- to 7-point national lead for Clinton in June into roughly a 3-
point lead instead. For instance, the CNN poll shows a massive 10-percentage-
point swing toward Trump, but its previous poll was taken in mid-june, at a
high-water mark for Clinton. By contrast, CBS News shows Trump gaining only
1 percentage point, but its previous poll was conducted earlier this month,
shortly after the controversy over Clinton’s email scandal resurfaced.
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