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On August 11, the UN Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1701 jointly
proposed by the US and France and with all provisions in it signed off on by Israel before it
was put to a vote. Neither Lebanon nor Hezbollah was afforded that same right. In a UN
dominated by the world’s only superpower and having to operate within the constraints it
sets, only aggressors are allowed that privilege. It's victims never are. Resolution 1701 was
a revised version of the one the US and France first proposed on August 6 which the French
then backed down on because of strong Lebanese government and Arab League opposition.
The new resolution only guarantees one thing - no end to the conflict and no justice for its
Lebanese victims. It doesn’t even address the concurrent hostilities ongoing against the
Palestinians arrogantly ignoring the fact that they’re raging daily with no end in sight.

Resolution 1701 calls for a full cessation of hostilities on both sides but leaves in it a glaring
loophole big enough apparently to get Israel to accept it. It calls on Hezbollah to cease “all
attacks” immediately and implies, but doesn’t explicitly state, Hezbollah must disarm. It
only asks Israel to stop “all offensive military operations” without defining what that means
or making a comparable disarmament demand on the IDF. It thus gives Israel the right to
“respond” if, in its judgment, it faces what it believes is an imminent threat. In other words,
Israel can attack Lebanon at will any time and claim, true or not, it's only responding to such
a threat. It also proposes no fixed timetable for Israel to withdraw its troops from Lebanon
and only “calls on the government of Israel” to do so once a UN mandated force is in place.
It thus gives Israel what it wanted - more time for the IDF to continue its assault by air and
to try on the ground to seize more territory so when both sides agree to halt hostilities,
Israel will be in the strongest bargaining position. The resolution also authorizes the
deployment of up to 15,000 UN (UNIFIL) troops in southern Lebanon from countries willing to
supply them to assist an additional 15,000 Lebanese force.

The resolution is a litany of outrage ignoring why the conflict began and falsely accuses
Hezbollah of starting it by launching “the attack on Israel on 12 July” which it did not. It
mentions nothing about Israel’s daily incursions into Lebanon by air and on the ground prior
to the July 12 date when Hezbollah forces captured (not kidnapped) two IDF soldiers who it’s
believed illegally crossed the UN-monitored “blue line” into the country - something the IDF
routinely has done almost daily since it withdrew from the country in May, 2000. It absolves
Israel of any responsibility by failing to acknowledge it's been waging a war of illegal
aggression against the country and thus, according to the Nuremberg Charter, is guilty of
the “supreme international crime” which convicted Nazis after WW Il were hanged for. It
doesn’t even mention the word “war” in its text or indicate in any way that Israel is quilty of
committing war crimes and crimes against humanity against the people of Lebanon.
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This is a resolution only an aggressor would love. It will do nothing to deter further
aggression any time Israel believes, on its say alone and with no evidence, an imminent
threat exists. Resolution 1701 blatantly violates the UN Charter which permits a nation to
use force only under two conditions: when authorized to do it by the Security Council or
under Article 51 that allows the “right of individual or collective self-defense if an armed
attack occurs against a Member....until the Security Council has taken measures to maintain
international peace and security.” In other words, necessary self-defense is allowed. Israel’s
extreme responses following the capture of three of its soldiers, known in both cases to
have been planned well in advance awaiting only convenient pretexts to initiate them, are
no acts of self-defense. They're acts of premeditated illegal aggression.

In sum, UN Resolution 1701 is little more than an outrageous and illegal expression of
victor’'s judgment. It allows Israel the right to resume hostilities any time it wishes and for
any reason so long as the Israelis claim an imminent threat exists regardless of whether or
not it’s true. It gives no rights to the victims who remain vulnerable and are likely to come
under further assaults just as they have almost daily since Israel first invaded Lebanon in
1978. And it does nothing to try to end the ongoing Israeli aggression against the
Palestinians or address their long-standing grievances now ongoing for nearly 60 years. The
resolution does guarantee one thing - no end to the conflict in either country or justice for
the beleaguered people of them both.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago and can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.
Also visit his blog site at www.sjlendman.blogspot.com .

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2006

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen
Lendman About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW II1."
http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlil.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.


http://www.sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

