Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Senator Olympia Snowe Questions Absence of
Tsunami Warning

By Global Research Region: Asia
Global Research, June 16, 2005 Theme: Environment
Senator Snowe's Office 28 December 2004 |n-depth Report: THE TSUNAMI: ONE YEAR

LATER
[x]

SNOWE QUESTIONS ABSENCE OF TSUNAMI WARNING

Urges Effort to Address Shortcomings to Help Avert Future Disasters

Contact: Antonia Ferrier (202) 224-5344
Wednesday, December 29, 2004

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Senator Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine) today sent a letter to Admiral
Lautenbacher, Administrator of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), requesting he explain what specific efforts were made by NOAA to contact
potentially affected nations before they were hit by the recent tsunamis. Snowe expressed
her deep concern that once NOAA learned of the earthquake off Sumatra, and the possibility
of a resulting tsunami, only two countries - participants in the Pacific Ocean Tsunami
Warning System - were notified.

“The entire world mourns the terrible and stunning loss caused by these
tsunamis,” said Snowe. “We must work to make whatever fundamental
changes are necessary to ensure that every last measure of effort and
resources are exerted to provide critical information to all those in a position to
potentially use that knowledge to avert catastrophe.”

Reportedly, the only two nations in the affected region that were notified were Indonesia
and Australia. Nations such as India, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives - which are not participants
in the Pacific Warning System - apparently were not contacted.

“The fact that the potential danger rose to the level of prompting a swift warning to two
nations, while others could be faced with a potentially devastating impact, raises serious
questions that require a response and ultimately a solution,” said Snowe. “We must ensure
information NOAA receives is quickly disseminated to all countries that could benefit from
such critical information.”

“Given this fact, what efforts, if any, were made to contact those other nations in the region
that were also in harm’s way? If NOAA did not have the appropriate contacts, as has been


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://snowe.senate.gov/news.htm
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/the-tsunami-one-year-later
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/the-tsunami-one-year-later

reported, why was this the case? Was an attempt made to obtain that contact information -
and if not, why not? These are questions that must be answered.”

The original source of this article is Senator Snowe's Office
Copyright © Global Research, Senator Snowe's Office, 2005

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://snowe.senate.gov/news.htm
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://snowe.senate.gov/news.htm
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

