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The future  of  their  strategic  partnership  is  bright,  but  in  order  to  fully  appreciate  its
prospects,  observers must acknowledge its non-military nature instead of continuing to
fantasize about a joint war against Israel and/or the US like some are doing.

***

The Russian and Iranian presidents met in Moscow last Friday to sign an updated
strategic partnership pact that can be read in full here and was reviewed here.
The run-up to this development was marked by predictable hype about it being a game-
changer, which hasn’t subsided in the days since, but this is an inaccurate description of
what they agreed to. The only way in which this might ring true is with regard to gas, not
geopolitics, for the reasons that’ll now be explained.

To begin with, Russia and Iran already had close military-technical cooperation before they
updated their strategic partnership last week as proven by the rumors of Russia relying on
Iranian drones in Ukraine. They also agreed to revive the previously stillborn North-South
Transport Corridor (NSTC) shortly after the special operation began and the West imposed
unprecedented sanctions against Moscow. Therefore, these parts of their updated strategic
partnership aren’t anything new, they just aim to strengthen them.
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Map of North South Transport Corridor route vs standard route from India (From the Public Domain)

.

About  that,  this  agreement  is  fundamentally  different  from  last  summer’s  Russian-North
Korean one in that there aren’t any mutual defense obligations as clarified in Article 3. They
only committed to not aid any aggression against the other, including assistance to the
aggressor, and to help settle the subsequent conflict at the UN. That was already the case in
their relations so explicitly clarifying it is redundant. Under no circumstances will Russia go
to war against Israel and/or the US in support of Iran.

After all, “Russia Dodged A Bullet By Wisely Choosing Not To Ally With The Now-Defeated
Resistance Axis” over the past 15 months as Israel single-handedly destroyed that Iranian-
led regional network, so it naturally follows that it won’t risk World War III in defense of an
even  weaker  Iran.  Moreover,  Russia  didn’t  risk  war  with  either  of  them  amidst  last
December’s American- and Turkish-backed regime change in Syria,  not to mention the
ongoing special operation where it has direct national security interests.

Putin  is  therefore  very  unlikely  to  break  from  this  precedent,  which  observers  can
confidently  conclude  by  dint  of  him  declining  to  include  any  North  Korean-like  mutual
defense obligations in Russia’s updated strategic partnership pact with Iran, which should
hopefully put to rest some folks’ wishful thinking. It should also be said that the timing of
this  document’s  signing  is  important  too  since  it  took  place  after  Israel  defeated  the
Resistance Axis and as the region correspondingly enters a new geopolitical era.

The parties had been negotiating their updated pact for several years already, and while
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work had finally ended last fall,  Putin specifically requested during the Kazan Summit that
Pezeshkian “pay a separate visit to our country to sign this document and other important
documents in a ceremonial atmosphere.” Some at the time casually dismissed this as some
form of protocol, but in retrospect, it’s arguably the case that Russia didn’t want to sign
such a partnership pact until regional hostilities finally abated.

That’s understandable too since he foresaw that the West and some in Israel would interpret
that  development  as  supposedly  being  aimed  against  them,  with  the  resultant  spin
complicating any potential peace talks over Ukraine and risking a crisis in relations with
Israel.  Putin  remains  committed  to  resolving  the  NATO-Russian  security  dilemma over
Ukraine through diplomatic means and spent the past quarter-century expanding ties with
Israel so he wasn’t going to jeopardize either in this way.

From the Iran side, Pezeshkian represents the “reformist”/“moderate” faction of the Iranian
policymaking elite, and they too might have been concerned that this development would
be  interpreted  by  the  West  and  some  in  Israel  as  being  aimed  against  them.  Such
perceptions could spoil any chance of reviving nuclear talks with the US, and it was still
uncertain who the next American President would be, so he and his ilk might have also
calculated that it’s better to wait until regional hostilities finally abated.

Observers  will  note  that  Pezeshkian gave his  first  interview to  foreign media  since the US
presidential election just days before traveling to Moscow, during which time he reaffirmed
his intent to resume talks with the US. The timing strongly suggests that he wanted to
preemptively counteract whatever spin hawkish elements in the new administration might
try to put on his country’s updated strategic partnership pact with Russia. This might have
even been coordinated with Russia to a degree too.

Moving along to the NSTC component of their updated strategic partnership pact, it’s much
more substantive since the aim is to increase their measly $4 billion mutual trade, which will
help Russia more easily reach other Global South markets while providing relief for Iran’s
sanctions-beleaguered economy. If successful, and it’ll take some time to see either way,
then the NSTC can serve as a new geo-economic axis connecting the Eurasian Heartland to
West Asia, South Asia, and eventually ASEAN and East Africa.

Once again,  these plans were already underway for  almost  three years before they finally
signed their long-negotiated updated strategic partnership pact so none of this is exactly
new, it just bears mentioning in the larger context considering that part of this newly signed
document concerns the NSTC. Much more important than the military and connectivity parts
by far is their ambitious gas plans since Russia and Iran have some of the world’s largest
reserves, with the latter’s largely remaining untapped.

It was explained in late August why “Russia Might Soon Redirect Its Gas Pipeline Plans From
China To Iran & India”, namely due to the continued pricing dispute with the People’s
Republic over Power of Siberia 2 and the latest gas MoUs at the time with Iran and then
Azerbaijan. These combined to create the credible possibility of Russia replacing its hitherto
eastward export focus with a southward one instead. Their updated strategic partnership
pact confirms that the southern direction is now Russia’s priority.

Putin said during his press conference with Pezeshkian that he envisages beginning exports
at just 2 billion cubic meters (bcm) a year, presumably due to the lack of infrastructure in
northern Iran, before eventually scaling it to 55 bcm. That’s the same capacity as the now-
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defunct Nord Stream 1 to the EU. His Energy Minister later told reporters that the route will
run  through  Azerbaijan  and  that  negotiations  are  in  their  final  stages  over  pricing.  Their
successful  conclusion  would  revolutionize  the  industry.

Russian investment and technology could unlock Iran’s enormous gas reserves, thus leading
to those two creating a “gas OPEC” for managing global prices amidst the Islamic Republic’s
entrance to the market. While they have a self-interested incentive to keep them high,
plunging  the  price  could  deal  a  powerful  blow to  America’s  fracking  industry  and  its
associated LNG exports, thus imperiling its newfound European market dominance brought
about by sanctions, the Nord Stream terrorist attack, and Ukraine.

Additionally, Russian gas projects on Iran’s side of the Gulf could supply nearby India, and/or
a swap arrangement could be agreed to whereby Iran provides gas to it on Russia’s behalf
even sooner. For that to happen, however, India would have to defy existing US sanctions on
Iran or secure a waiver. Trump 2.0 might be convinced to respectively turn a blind eye or
extend such in order for India to purchase this gas instead of China, the latter of which is
already defying such sanctions on the import of Iranian oil.

Part of Trump 2.0’s expected “Pivot (back) to Asia” is to obtain predominant influence over
China’s  energy  imports,  which  includes  cutting  off  its  supply  through  a  carrot-and-stick
approach of incentivizing exporters to sell to other clients instead and creating obstacles for
those that don’t. Some possibilities for how this could look with regards to Russia were
explained here in early January, while the Iranian dimension could work as described above,
albeit in exchange for US-Iranian talks making progress.

Even if India decides not to risk the US’ wrath by unilaterally importing Russian-produced
Iranian gas in the event that Trump 2.0 isn’t convinced about the merits of having it replace
China as Iran’s top energy client and thus threatens harsh sanctions, then China can just
buy  it  all  instead.  Either  way,  Russia’s  help  in  unlocking  Iran’s  largely  untapped  and
enormous reserves will have a seismic effect on this industry, with the only questions being
what prices they agree to and who’ll purchase most of it.

The answer to both is of immense importance for American interests since constantly low
prices could kill its fracking industry and inevitably lead to the loss of its newly captured
European market while China’s large-scale import of this resource (let alone on the cheap)
could further fuel its superpower rise. It’s therefore in the US’ interests to boldly consider
coordinating with the potentially forthcoming Russian-Iranian “gas OPEC” as well as allowing
India to replace China as Iran’s top energy client.

Circling back to the headline, it’s indeed the case that the updated Russian-Iranian strategic
partnership pact is poised to be much more of a game-changer in the global gas industry
than for geopolitics,  though its revolutionary impact on the aforesaid could have some
geopolitical consequences in time. Even so, the point is that the pact isn’t geopolitically
driven like some enthusiasts imagined before its signing and others still counterfactually
insist afterwards since Russia won’t defend Iran from Israel or the US.

Russia and Iran “reject unipolarity and hegemony in world affairs” as agreed upon in their
newly signed pact, but they’re not going to directly oppose it via joint military means, only
indirectly via energy-related ones and by strengthening their economies’ resilience. The
future of their strategic partnership is bright, but in order to fully appreciate its prospects,
observers must acknowledge its non-military nature instead of continuing to fantasize about
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a joint war against Israel and/or the US like some are doing.

*
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Appendix:  Text  of  Joint  Comprehensive  Strategic  Agreement
Between  Iran  and  Russia

Source: Islamic Republic News Agency

TREATY

on the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation

The Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation, hereinafter referred to as “the Contracting
Parties”,

Expressing  interest  in  bringing  friendly  interstate  relations  to  a  new  level  and  giving  them  a
comprehensive, long-term and strategic character, as well as strengthening their legal foundations,

Convinced that the development of comprehensive strategic partnership serves the core interests of
the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran,

Relying on deep historical ties between the Iranian and Russian people, proximity of their cultures and
spiritual and moral values, commonality of interests, strong ties of good-neighbourliness and broad
opportunities for cooperation in political, economic, military, cultural, humanitarian, scientific, technical,
and other fields,

Taking into account the need for further strengthening cooperation in the interests of  peace and
security at the regional and global levels,

Desiring to contribute to an objective process of shaping a new just and sustainable multipolar world
order based on sovereign equality of  states,  good faith cooperation,  mutual  respect for  interests,
collective  solutions  to  international  problems,  cultural  and  civilizational  diversity,  the  rule  of
international law in accordance with the United Nations Charter, including the renunciation of the threat
or  use  of  force,  non-interference  in  internal  affairs,  and  respect  for  the  territorial  integrity  of  both
States,
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Reaffirming  commitment  to  the  spirit,  purposes  and  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  and
generally recognized rules of international law concerning friendly relations and cooperation among
states, as well as guided by all existing agreements between the Contracting Parties, including the
Declaration between Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation the on the Promotion of
International Law dated 27 Khordad 1399 of Solar Hijri (corresponding to 16 June 2020),

Underlining that the Treaty between Persia and the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic dated 7
Esfand 1299 of Solar Hijri (corresponding to 26 February 1921), the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation
between  Iran  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  dated  5  Farvardin  1319  of  Solar  Hijri
(corresponding  25  March  1940),  the  Treaty  on  the  Basis  for  Mutual  Relations  and  Principles  of
Cooperation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation dated 22 Esfand 1379 of
Solar Hijri (corresponding to 12 March 2001) and other fundamental instruments concluded by the
Contracting Parties have laid a solid legal foundation for bilateral relations,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The Contracting Parties shall  seek to deepen and expand relations in all  the fields of  mutual  interest,
strengthen cooperation in the field of security and defence, closely coordinate activities at the regional
and global levels, which is in line with a comprehensive, long-term and strategic partnership.

Article 2

The Contracting Parties shall implement a state policy based on mutual respect for national interests
and security interests, the principles of multilateralism, peaceful settlement of disputes and rejection of
unipolarity and hegemony in world affairs, as well as counter interference of third parties in the internal
and external affairs of the Contracting Parties.

Article 3

The Contracting Parties shall strengthen their relations based on the principles of sovereign equality,
territorial integrity, independence, non‑interference in the internal affairs of each other, the respect for
sovereignty, cooperation and mutual trust.

2. The Contracting Parties shall take measures to mutually promote the abovementioned principles in
various levels  of  relations bilaterally,  regionally  and globally  and adhere to  and advance policies
consistent with these principles.

3. In the event that either Contracting Party is subject to aggression, the other Contracting Party shall
not provide any military or other assistance to the aggressor which would contribute to the continued
aggression, and shall help to ensure that the differences that have arisen are settled on the basis
of the United Nations Charter and other applicable rules of international law.

4.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  not  permit  the  use  of  their  territories  in  support  of  separatist
movements and other actions that threaten the stability and territorial integrity of the other Contracting
Party, as well as in support of hostile actions against each other.

Article 4

1. In order to enhance national security and confront common threats, the intelligence and security
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agencies of the Contracting Parties shall exchange information and experience and increase the level of
their cooperation.

2.  The  intelligence  and  security  agencies  of  the  Contracting  Parties  shall  cooperate  within  the
framework of separate agreements.

Article 5

1. In order to develop military cooperation between their relevant agencies, the Contracting Parties
shall conduct the preparation and implementation of respective agreements within the Working Group
on Military Cooperation.

2. The military cooperation between the Contracting Parties shall cover a wide range of issues, including
the  exchange of  military  and expert  delegations,  port  calls  by  military  ships  and vessels  of  the
Contracting Parties, training of military personnel, exchange of cadets and instructors, participation –
upon the agreement between the Contracting Parties – in international defence exhibitions hosted by
the Contracting Parties, conduct of joint sports competitions, cultural and other events, joint maritime
relief and rescue operations as well as combating piracy and armed robbery at sea.

3. The Contracting Parties shall interact closely in holding joint military exercises in the territory of both
Contracting Parties and beyond by mutual consent and taking into account the applicable generally
recognized rules of international law.

4. The Contracting Parties shall consult and cooperate in countering common military and security
threats of a bilateral and regional nature.

Article 6

1. Within the framework of a comprehensive, long-term and strategic partnership, the Contracting
Parties  shall  confirm their  commitment  to  develop  military-technical  cooperation  based  on  respective
agreements between them taking into account mutual interests and their international obligations and
shall consider such cooperation as an important component in maintaining regional and global security.

2.  In  order  to  ensure  proper  coordination  and  further  development  of  bilateral  military-technical
cooperation, the Contracting Parties shall hold sessions of the relevant working bodies on an annual
basis.

Article 7

1.  The Contracting Parties  shall  cooperate bilaterally  and multilaterally  in  combating international
terrorism and other challenges and threats, in particular extremism, transnational organized crime,
human trafficking and hostage taking, illegal migration, illicit financial flows, legalization (laundering) of
proceeds  of  crime,  financing  of  terrorism  and  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  illicit
trafficking in goods, money, monetary instruments, historical and cultural property, weapons, narcotic
drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursors, exchange of operative information and experience
in the border guard sphere.

2. The Contracting Parties shall support interaction in protecting public order and maintaining public
security, the protection of important state facilities and state control over arms trafficking.

3.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  coordinate  their  positions  and  promote  joint  efforts  in  combating  the
mentioned challenges and threats  on relevant  international  fora,  as  well  as  cooperate within  the
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International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL).

4. The Contracting Parties, when carrying out cooperation provided for in this Article, shall be guided by
their national legislation and the provisions of international treaties to which they are parties.

Article 8

1. The Contracting Parties shall  protect the rights and legitimate interests of  their  citizens in the
territory of the Contracting Parties.

2. The Contracting Parties shall develop cooperation in all the legal areas of interest, particularly in
provision of legal assistance in civil and criminal matters, extradition and transfer of persons sentenced
to imprisonment, and implementation of arrangements on criminal assets recovery.

Article 9

1. Guided by the goals of maintaining international peace and security, the Contracting Parties shall
hold consultations and cooperate within the framework of international organizations, including in the
United Nations and its specialized agencies, the global and regional issues, which may directly or
indirectly pose a challenge to the common interests and security of the Contracting Parties.

2. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate and support on a reciprocal basis the membership of each
Contracting Party in relevant international and regional organizations.

Article 10

The Contracting Parties shall cooperate closely on arms control, disarmament, non-proliferation, and
international  security  issues  within  the  framework  of  the  relevant  international  treaties  and
international organizations to which they are parties, and hold consultations regularly on these matters.

Article 11

1. The Contracting Parties shall carry out political and practical cooperation in the field of international
information  security  in  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  the  Government  of  the  Islamic
Republic  of  Iran  and  the  Government  of  the  Russian  Federation  on  Cooperation  in  the  Field  of
Information Security dated 7 Bahman 1399 of Solar Hijri (corresponding to 26 January 2021).

2. The Contracting Parties shall contribute to the establishment under the aegis of the United Nations of
a system of international information security and a legally binding regime for prevention and peaceful
resolution of conflicts based on the principles of sovereign equality and non-interference in the internal
affairs of states.

3. The Contracting Parties shall expand cooperation in the field of countering the use of information and
communication technologies for criminal purposes, coordinate actions and jointly promote initiatives
within international organizations and other negotiating venues. The Contracting Parties shall promote
national sovereignty in the international information space, exchange information and create conditions
for cooperation between the competent authorities of the Contracting Parties.

4. The Contracting Parties shall support the internationalization of the management of the information
and telecommunication Internet network, advocate equal rights for states in its management, consider
unacceptable any attempt to limit the sovereign right to regulate and ensure the safety of national
segments  of  the  global  network  and  be  interested  in  an  intensified  involvement  of  the  International
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Telecommunication Union in solving these problems.

5. The Contracting Parties shall advocate the strengthening sovereignty in the international information
space  by  regulating  the  activities  of  international  companies  in  the  field  of  information  and
communication technologies, as well as through the exchange of experience in managing national
segments  of  the  Internet  and  the  development  of  infrastructure  in  the  field  of  information  and
communication  technologies,  and  cooperate  in  the  field  of  digital  development.

Article 12

The Contracting Parties shall facilitate bolstering of peace and security in the Caspian region, Central
Asia, Transcaucasia, and the Middle East, cooperate to prevent interference in the specified regions and
destabilizing presence of the third states there, and exchange opinions on the situation in other regions
of the world.

Article 13

1. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in order to preserve the Caspian Sea as a zone of peace,
good-neighbourliness and friendship based on the principle of non-presence in the Caspian Sea of the
armed forces not belonging to the coastal States as well as to ensure security and stability in the
Caspian region.

2.  The  Contracting  Parties,  taking  into  account  the  benefits  of  their  territorial  proximity  and
geographical  connectivity,  shall  strive  to  use  all  the  economic  capabilities  of  the  Caspian  Sea.

3.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  actively  interact  in  promoting  and  deepening  multidimensional
partnership among the Caspian region states. While cooperating in the Caspian Sea, the Contracting
Parties shall be guided by all the pentalateral international treaties in force between the Caspian states,
to  which  the  Russian  Federation  and  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  are  parties,  and  shall  confirm  the
exclusive competence of the Caspian littoral states in addressing matters related to the Caspian Sea.
The Contracting Parties shall improve bilateral interaction on the issues related to the Caspian Sea.

4.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  cooperate,  including  within  joint  project  activities,  in  the  field  of
sustainable use of economic opportunities of the Caspian Sea while guaranteeing environmental safety,
protection of biological diversity, conservation and rational use of aquatic biological resources, marine
environment of the Caspian Sea, and shall take measures to combat pollution in the Caspian Sea.

Article 14

The Contracting Parties shall deepen cooperation within regional organizations, interact and harmonize
positions within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in the interests of strengthening its potential in
the areas of politics, security, economy, and in cultural and humanitarian spheres, and facilitate the
expansion of trade and economic ties between the Eurasian Economic Union and the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Article 15

The Contracting Parties shall promote the development of cooperation between their legislative bodies,
including  within  the  framework  of  international  parliamentary  organizations,  various  multilateral
formats, specialized committees and commissions, relevant groups for relations between the Federal
Assembly of the Russian Federation and the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Islamic Parliament) of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as the Commission for Cooperation between the State Duma of the
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Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation and the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Islamic Parliament)
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Article 16

1. The Contracting Parties shall develop interregional cooperation, assuming its special importance for
expanding the entire range of bilateral relations.

2.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  create  favourable  conditions  for  the  establishment  of  direct  ties
between the Russian and Iranian regions, facilitate mutual knowledge of their economic and investment
potentials,  including  through  holding  business  missions,  conferences,  exhibitions,  fairs  and  other
interregional events.

Article 17

The Contracting Parties shall support trade and economic cooperation in all the areas of mutual interest
by coordinating this interaction within the framework of the Permanent Russian-Iranian Commission on
Trade and Economic Cooperation.

Article 18

1. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate development of trade, economic and industrial cooperation,
creating mutual economic benefits, including joint investments, infrastructure financing, easing of trade
and business mechanisms, cooperation in banking, promotion and mutual provision of goods, works,
services, information and results of intellectual activity, including exclusive rights to them.

2. Aware of their investment capabilities, the Contracting Parties may make joint investments in the
economy of third states, and for this purpose, maintain dialogue within the framework of relevant
multilateral mechanisms.

Article 19

1. The Contracting Parties shall counter the application of unilateral coercive measures, including those
of an extraterritorial nature, and consider their imposition as an internationally wrongful and unfriendly
act.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  coordinate  efforts  and  support  multilateral  initiatives  aimed  at
eliminating the practice of such measures in the international relations,  guided, inter alia,  by the
Declaration by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation on the Ways and Means to
Counter, Mitigate and Redress the Adverse Impacts of Unilateral Coercive Measures dated 14 Azar 1402
of Solar Hijri (corresponding to 5 December 2023).

2. The Contracting Parties shall guarantee the non-application of unilateral coercive measures aimed
directly or indirectly against either Contracting Party, individuals and legal entities of such a Contracting
Party or their property under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party, goods, works, services, information,
results of intellectual activity, including exclusive rights to them originating from one Contracting Party
and intended for the other Contracting Party.

3. The Contracting Parties shall refrain from acceding to unilateral coercive measures or supporting
such  measures  of  any  third  party,  if  such  measures  affect  or  are  aimed  directly  or  indirectly  against
either Contracting Party, individuals and legal entities of such Contracting Party or their property under
the jurisdiction of such third party, goods originating from one Contracting Party and intended for the
other Contracting Party, and/or works, services, information, results of intellectual activity, including
exclusive rights to them provided by suppliers of the other Contracting Party.
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4. If unilateral coercive measures are introduced against either Contracting Party by any third party, the
Contracting  Parties  shall  make  practical  efforts  to  reduce  risks,  eliminate  or  mitigate  the  direct  and
indirect  impact  of  such  measures  on  mutual  economic  ties,  individuals  and  legal  entities  of  the
Contracting Parties or their property under the jurisdiction of the Contracting Parties, goods originating
from one Contracting Party and intended for  the other  Contracting Party,  and/or  works,  services,
information, results of intellectual activity, including exclusive rights to them provided by suppliers of
the Contracting Parties. The Contracting Parties shall  also take steps to limit the dissemination of
information that could be used by such third party to impose and escalate such measures.

Article 20

1.  With  a  view to  augmenting  the  volume of  mutual  trade,  the  Contracting  Parties  shall  create
conditions  to  develop  cooperation  between  the  lending  organizations,  taking  into  account  the
international legal instruments in the field of countering laundering of proceeds of crime and financing
of terrorism to which the Contracting Parties are parties, use various tools of trade financing, develop
joint mutual export support projects, build up the investment potential, expand mutual investment
between  individuals,  public  and  private  companies,  and  ensure  adequate  protection  of  mutual
investment.

2. The Contracting Parties shall develop cooperation for the purpose of establishing a modern payment
infrastructure independent of third states, transition to bilateral settlements in national currencies,
strengthening direct interbank cooperation and promoting national financial products.

3.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  expand  their  cooperation  with  a  view  to  developing  trade  and
encouraging investments in special/free economic zones of the Contracting Parties.

4.  The Contracting Parties shall  provide assistance to special/free economic zones of  the Russian
Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran
in carrying out activities aimed at creating joint ventures in areas of mutual interest, and pay attention
to the creation of industrial zones.

5.  The  Contracting  Parties  declare  their  readiness  to  develop  mutually  beneficial  cooperation  in  gold-
mining, gold-processing, diamond-brilliant and jewellery industries.

Article 21

1. The Contracting Parties, taking into account their capabilities and capacities, shall support close
cooperation  in  the  field  of  transport  and  reaffirm  their  willingness  to  comprehensively  develop
partnership  in  the  area  of  transport  on  a  mutually  beneficial  basis.

2. The Contracting Parties shall create favorable conditions for the operation of carriers of the Russian
Federation  and  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  facilitation  of  the  process  of  cargo  and  passenger
transportation by all  transport  modes and increase of  their  volumes,  effective use of  road and border
infrastructure.

3. The Contracting Parties shall  develop cooperation in the roadway, railway, aerial,  maritime and
multimodal transportation, as well as in training specialists in the area of transport.

4.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  actively  cooperate  in  the  development  of  international  transport
corridors passing the territory of the Russian Federation and of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in particular
the North-South International Transport Corridor. Such cooperation includes the promotion of goods
originating  from the  Contracting  Parties  in  the  third  states’  markets,  as  well  as  the  creation  of
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conditions for the development of seamless transportation via transport corridors both in bilateral and
transit transportation through their territories.

5. The Contracting Parties shall introduce modern developments in the area of digital transportation
systems.

6.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  support  close  coordination  within  international  transport  industry
organizations,  establish  mutually  beneficial  cooperation  between  the  executive  authorities  and
organizations in the area of transport, and facilitate their participation in international transport industry
events.

Article 22

1. The Contracting Parties shall  expand cooperation in the oil  and gas sector on the principles of
equality and mutual benefit and shall take measures to enhance the energy security of the Contracting
Parties through the efficient use of fuel and energy resources.

2. The Contracting Parties shall promote bilateral energy cooperation in the following areas:

2.1.  Scientific  and  technical  assistance,  exchange  of  experience  and  introduction  of  advanced  and
modern  technologies  in  the  production,  processing,  and  transportation  of  oil  and  gas;

2.2. Assistance to Russian and Iranian companies and organizations in the fuel and energy sector in
expanding cooperation, including energy supplies and swap operations;

2.3.  Promotion  of  investment  through  bilateral  cooperation  in  the  oil  and  gas  fields  development
projects  in  the  territory  of  the  Contracting  Parties;

2.4. Promotion of infrastructure projects important for global and regional energy security;

2.5.  Ensuring  non-discriminatory  access  to  international  energy  markets  and  increasing  their
competitiveness;

2.6. Cooperation and implementation of a coordinated policy within the framework of international
energy fora, such as the Gas Exporting Countries Forum and OPEC-plus.

3. The Contracting Parties shall enhance the level of cooperation and exchange of views and experience
in the area of renewable energy sources.

Article 23

The Contracting Parties shall  promote the development of  long-term and mutually  beneficial  relations
for the purpose of implementing joint projects in the area of peaceful use of nuclear energy, including
the construction of nuclear energy facilities.

Article 24

1.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  develop  cooperation  in  the  fields  of  agriculture,  fisheries,  veterinary,
protection and quarantine of plants and seed production in order to increase mutual trade and access of
agricultural products to the markets of the Contracting Parties and the markets of third states.

2.  The Contracting Parties shall  take the necessary measures to ensure the safety of  agricultural
products,  raw materials  and  foodstuffs,  which  shall  meet  the  requirements  established  in  the  area  of
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sanitary and epidemiological, veterinary, quarantine phytosanitary and seed control (inspection), as
well as requirements for safe handling of pesticides and agricultural chemicals or other requirements
established by the legislation of the Contracting Parties.

Article 25

The Contracting Parties shall carry out customs cooperation, including the implementation of projects
for  the  creation  of  a  simplified  customs  corridor,  mutual  recognition  of  the  respective  authorized
economic operator programs in order to promote the creation of secure supply chains, the organization
of administrative cooperation and exchange of customs information between their customs authorities.

Article 26

The Contracting Parties, in order to promote fair competition in national markets and improve the
welfare of the population, shall develop cooperation in the field of anti-monopoly policy.

Article 27

The Contracting Parties shall develop cooperation on such issues as mutual recognition of standards,
test reports and certificates of conformity, direct application of standards, exchange of experience and
advanced developments in the field of measurement uniformity, training experts and promotion of the
recognition of test results between the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Article 28

The  Contracting  Parties  shall  interact  in  the  fields  of  health  care,  medical  education  and  science,
including  within  relevant  international  organizations,  in  the  following  areas:

1.) Organization of the state health care system and health care management;

2.) Prevention and treatment of communicable and non-communicable diseases;

3.) Protection of maternal and child health;

4.) State regulation of the circulation of medicines for medical use and medical devices;

5.) Promotion of healthy lifestyle;

6.) Medical research;

7.) Introduction of digital technologies in health care;

8.) Professional training of health care specialists;

9.) Other areas of cooperation of mutual interest.

Article 29

1. The Contracting Parties shall strengthen cooperation in ensuring the sanitary and epidemiological
well-being of the population on the basis of national legislation and state infection prevention and
control policies, as well as international treaties to which the Contracting Parties are parties.

2. The Contracting Parties shall strengthen the coordination in the field of sanitary and epidemiological
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well-being and food safety.

3. The Contracting Parties shall promote the harmonization of sanitary requirements and food safety
standards and mutual participation in the relevant events organized by them.

Article 30

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote and strengthen long-term and constructive ties in the fields of
higher  education,  science,  technology,  innovation,  carry  out  joint  scientific  and  technical  projects,
encourage the establishment and development of direct contacts between interested educational and
scientific institutions of the Contracting Parties.

2.  The  Contracting  Parties  shall  promote  direct  partnership  between  interested  educational  and
scientific  institutions  of  higher  education,  including  on  the  development  and  implementation  of  joint
scientific,  technical  and  research  programs  and  projects,  exchange  of  scientific  and  pedagogical
workers  and  students,  scientific  and  technical  information,  scientific  literature,  periodicals  and
bibliographies.

3. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate the exchange of experience and information on issues related
to  legal  regulation  in  the  field  of  scientific,  technical  and  innovative  activities,  organization  of  and
holding  joint  scientific  seminars,  symposiums,  conferences,  exhibitions  and  other  events.

4. The Contracting Parties shall promote studying the official language, literature, history and culture of
the other Contracting Party in their educational institutions of higher education.

5. The Contracting Parties shall assist their citizens in pursuing education in educational institutions of
the other Contracting Party.

Article 31

The  Contracting  Parties  shall  enhance  interaction  and  exchange  of  views  on  and  experience  in
exploration and exploitation of outer space for peaceful purposes.

Article 32

The Contracting Parties shall strengthen ties between mass media, as well as in such fields as printing
and  publishing,  promotion  of  Russian  and  Persian  literature,  as  well  as  socio-cultural,  scientific  and
economic relations by encouraging mutual acquaintance of and communication contacts between the
peoples of the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Article 33

The Contracting Parties shall  encourage their mass media to cooperate extensively to raise public
awareness and support free dissemination of information in order to jointly oppose disinformation and
negative propaganda directed against the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran, and to
counter the spread of false information of public importance that threatens national interests and
security of each of the Contracting Parties, as well as other forms of media abuse.

Article 34

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote further interaction in the sphere of culture and art, including
through the exchange of  cultural  events  and promotion of  direct  contacts  between their  cultural
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institutions with a view to maintaining dialogue, deepening cultural cooperation and implementing joint
projects for cultural and educational purposes.

2. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate familiarization of the peoples of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and  the  Russian  Federation  with  each  other’s  culture  and  traditions,  promote  studying  the  official
languages (Russian and Persian), encourage contacts between educational institutions, including the
exchange of experience between professors of the Russian and Persian languages, professional training
and retraining for them, the development of educational materials for studying Russian and Persian as
foreign  languages,  taking  into  account  national  specificities,  and  encourage  contacts  between
personalities  of  literature,  art  and  music.

3. The Contracting Parties shall create favorable conditions for the operation of the Iranian Cultural
Center  in  Moscow and the Russian Cultural  Center  in  Tehran,  in  accordance with the Agreement
between the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Government of the Russian Federation
on the Establishment and Operation Framework of Cultural Centers dated 24 Farvardin 1400 of Solar
Hijri (corresponding to 13 April 2021).

Article 35

The Contracting Parties shall support intensive cooperation in the public and private sectors in the fields
of the promotion of cultural heritage, tourism, arts and crafts in order to raise people’s awareness of the
socio-cultural wealth and various tourist attractions of the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic
of Iran and promote direct contacts between their tourism organizations.

Article 36

The Contracting Parties shall encourage bilateral youth exchanges, facilitate the establishment of direct
contacts  between creative,  sports,  socio-political  and other  youth associations,  and promote joint
thematic conferences, seminars and consultations on youth issues.

Article 37

The  Contracting  Parties  shall  facilitate  strengthening  cooperation  in  the  field  of  physical  culture  and
sports through the exchange of coaches and other specialists in physical education and sports as well
as broadening direct contacts between their sports organizations.

Article 38

The Contracting Parties shall provide each other with possible assistance in natural and man-made
disaster  prevention,  response  and  mitigation  as  well  as  in  developing  and  improving  the  crisis
management system.

Article 39

The  Contracting  Parties  shall  cooperate  in  the  field  of  environmental  protection  through  sharing
experience of rational use of natural resources, introducing environmentally sound technologies, and
implementation of environmental protection measures.

Article 40

The Contracting Parties shall facilitate cooperation and exchange of views and experience in the field of
water resources management.
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Article 41

The Contracting Parties, in order to define specific areas and parameters of cooperation provided for in
this Treaty, may, if necessary, conclude separate agreements.

Article 42

The Contracting Parties shall exchange views on the implementation of the provisions of this Treaty,
including at regular summits and high-level meetings.

Article 43

This  Treaty  shall  not  affect  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  Contracting  Parties  deriving  from  other
international treaties.

Article 44

Any dispute arising from the interpretation or implementation of the provisions of this Treaty shall be
settled through consultations and negotiations between the Contracting Parties through diplomatic
channels.

Article 45

1. This Treaty is subject to ratification and shall enter into force upon the expiration of 30 (thirty) days
from the date of the last written notification of the completion by the Contracting Parties of the relevant
domestic procedures, and shall be valid for 20 (twenty) years with automatic renewal for subsequent
five-year periods.

2. This Treaty shall be terminated if one of the Contracting Parties notifies the other Contracting Party in
writing of its intention to terminate this Treaty no later than 1 (one) year prior to its expiration.

Article 46

Termination of this Treaty shall not affect the rights and obligations of the Contracting Parties, as well
as their current projects, programs or agreements that have come into being in the course of the
implementation of this Treaty prior to such termination, unless they agree otherwise in writing.

Article 47

By  mutual  written  agreement  of  the  Contracting  Parties,  this  Treaty  may  be  amended  and
supplemented. Such amendments and supplements shall form an integral part of this Treaty and enter
into force in accordance with its Article 45.

This Treaty, consisting of a preamble and 47 (forty-seven) articles, was concluded in the city of Moscow
on 28 Dey 1403 of Solar Hijri, corresponding to 17 January 2025, in two originals in the Persian, Russian
and English languages, all texts being equally authentic.

In case of any disagreement in interpretation or implementation of this Treaty, the English text shall be
used.

For

the Islamic Republic of Iran
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For

the Russian Federation
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