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The Toronto Star should get its facts straight and stop distorting Rwanda’s tragedy.

A day after the 25" anniversary of when two Hutu presidents were blown out of the sky, the
Star’'s editorial board published “There’'s no excuse for ignoring lessons of Rwanda’s
genocide”. It claims, “on Jan. 11, 1994, Canadian Maj.-Gen. Roméo Dallaire, at the time
force commander with the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda, sent a chilling and
urgent cable to UN Headquarters in New York. He had been informed of the details of a plan
for the ‘extermination’ of ethnic Tutsis by Hutus.” After stringing together a few hundred
more humane-sounding, though meaningless, words Star editorialists returned to their core
liberal interventionist Canadian hero theme: “In his cable of January 1994 he urged UN
leaders to act by telling them the obvious: Where there’s a will to prevent mass killing, there
is a way.”

The Star should check Dallaire’s fax more closely. Revealingly, the much-celebrated
“genocide fax” the editorialists reference is not titled “‘genocide’ or ‘killing’ but an
innocuous ‘Request for Protection of Informant’”, reports International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR) lawyer Christopher Black in a 2005 story titled “View from Rwanda: The
Dallaire Genocide Fax: A Fabrication”. The two-page “genocide fax”, as New Yorker reporter
Philip Gourevitch dubbed it in 1998, was probably doctored a year after the mass killings in
Rwanda ended. In a chapter devoted to the fax in Enduring Lies: The Rwandan Genocide in
the Propaganda System, 20 Years Later Edward S. Herman and David Peterson argue two
paragraphs were added to a cable Dallaire sent to Canadian General Maurice Baril at the UN
Department of Peacekeeping Operations in New York about a weapons cache and protecting
an informant (Dallaire never personally met the informant). The added paragraphs said the
informant was asked to compile a list of Tutsi for possible extermination in Kigali and
mentioned a plan to assassinate select political leaders and Belgian peacekeepers.

At the ICTR former Cameroon foreign minister and overall head of the UN mission in
Rwanda, Jacques-Roger Booh-Booh, denied seeing this information and there’'s no
evidence Dallaire warned the Belgians of a plan to attack them, which later transpired.
Finally, a response to the cable from UN headquarters the next day ignores the (probably)
added paragraphs. Herman and Peterson make a compelling case that a doctored version of
the initial cable was placed in the UN file on November 27, 1995, by British Colonel
Richard M. Connaughton as part of a Kigali-London-Washington effort to prove the
existence of a plan by the Hutu government to exterminate Tutsi.

Even if the final two paragraphs were in the original version, the credibility of the
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information would be suspect. Informant “Jean-Pierre” was not a highly placed official in the
defeated Hutu government, reports Robin Philpott in Rwanda and the New Scramble for
Africa: From Tragedy to Useful Imperial Fiction. Instead, “Jean-Pierre” was a driver for the
MRDN political party who later died fighting with the Rwandan Patriotic Front.

Incredibly, the “genocide fax” is the primary source of any documentary record
demonstrating UN foreknowledge of a Hutu “conspiracy” to exterminate Tutsi, a charge
even the victor’s justice at the ICTR failed to convict anyone of. According to Herman and
Peterson, “when finding all four defendants not gquilty of the ‘conspiracy to commit
genocide’ charge, the [ICTR] trial chamber also dismissed the evidence provided by
‘informant Jean-Pierre’ due to ‘lingering questions concerning [his] reliability."”

Tellingly, Dallaire didn’t even initially adhere to the “conspiracy to commit genocide”
version of the Rwandan tragedy. Just after leaving his post as UNAMIR force commander
Dallaire replied to a September 14, 1994, Radio Canada Le Point question by saying,

“the plan was more political. The aim was to eliminate the coalition of
moderates. ... | think that the excesses that we saw were beyond people’s
ability to plan and organize. There was a process to destroy the political
elements in the moderate camp. There was a breakdown and hysteria
absolutely. ... But nobody could have foreseen or planned the magnitude of the
destruction we saw.”

Doctoring a fax to make it appear the UN had foreknowledge of a plot to exterminate Tutsi
may sound outlandish, but it’'s more believable then many other elements of the dominant
narrative of the Rwandan genocide. The day after their editorial, for instance, the Star
published a story titled “25 years after genocide, Rwanda rebuilds” which included a photo
of President Paul Kagame leading a walk to commemorate the mass killings. But, Kagame is
the individual most responsible for unleashing the hundred days of genocidal violence by
downing a plane carrying two Hutu presidents and much of the Rwandan military high
command.

Even the Star has reported as much. A year ago they published a story titled “Did Rwanda’s
Paul Kagame trigger the genocide of his own people?” For its part, the Globe and Mail has
published a series of front-page reports in recent years confirming Kagame's responsibility
for blowing up the plane carrying Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana, which triggered
mass killings in April 1994. In an October story titled “New information supports claims
Kagame forces were involved in assassination that sparked Rwandan genocide” the Globe
all but confirmed that the surface-to-air missiles used to assassinate the Rwandan and
Burundian Hutu presidents on April 6, 1994, came from Uganda, which backed the RPF’s bid
to conquer its smaller neighbour. (A few thousand exiled Tutsi Ugandan troops, including
the deputy minister of defence, “deserted” to invade Rwanda in 1990.) These revelations
strengthen the case of those who argue that responsibility for the mass killings in spring
1994 largely rests with the Ugandan/RPF aggressors and their US/British/Canadian backers.

By presenting the individual most culpable for the mass killings at the head of a
commemoration for said violence the Star is flipping the facts on their head. The same
might be said for their depiction of the Canadian general. At the end of their chapter tracing
the history of the “genocide fax” Herman and Peterson write, “if all of this is true,” then “we
would suggest that Dallaire should be regarded as a war criminal for positively facilitating
the actual mass killings of April-July, rather than taken as a hero for giving allegedly
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disregarded warnings that might have stopped them.”

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from the author

The original source of this article is Yves Engler
Copyright © Yves Engler, Yves Engler, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Yves Engler

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://yvesengler.com/2019/04/11/romeo-dallaire-and-the-toronto-stars-distortion-of-rwandas-tragedy/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/yves-engler
https://yvesengler.com/2019/04/11/romeo-dallaire-and-the-toronto-stars-distortion-of-rwandas-tragedy/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/yves-engler
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

