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Ladies and gentlemen, we face a grave danger. The leader of a major European power
wants to make territorial revisions. He is surrounded by hostile powers who threaten him. He
does not seek war with other countries but if the hostile powers continue to encircle him, he
will fight. A European war looms.

You probably think I'm talking about the current crisis between Russia and the Ukraine, but
I'm not. I'm talking about Europe just before World War Il began in September 1939. At that
time, Hitler wanted small territorial revisions with its Polish neighbor. East Prussia was cut
off from the rest of Poland by a band of territory called the Polish Corridor.

As the great British historian A.]. P. Taylor explains,

“The losses of territory to Poland were, for most Germans, the indelible grievance
against Versailles. Hitler undertook a daring operation over this grievance when he
planned co-operation with Poland. But there was a way out. The actual Germans under
Polish rule might be forgotten—or withdrawn; what could not be forgiven was the ‘Polish
corridor’” which divided East Prussia from the Reich. Here, too, there was a possible
compromise. Germany might be satisfied with a corridor across the corridor—a
complicated idea for which there were however many precedents in German history.
German feeling could be appeased by the recovery of Danzig. This seemed easy.
Danzig was not part of Poland. It was a Free City, with its own autonomous
administration under a High Commissioner, appointed by the League of Nations. The
Poles themselves, in their false pride as a Great Power, had taken the lead in
challenging the League’s authority. Surely, therefore, they would not object if Germany
took the League’s place. Moreover, the problem had changed since 1919. Then the port
of Danzig had been essential to Poland. Now, with the creation of Gdynia by the Poles,
Danzig needed Poland more than the Poles needed Danzig. It should then be easy to
arrange for the safeguarding of Poland’s economic interests, and yet to recover Danzig
for the Reich.”
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The British responded by guaranteeing Poland’s western boundary against Germany. They
also issued a guarantee to Romania, even though there had been no threat to that country.
As a result of the guarantee, Poland refused to negotiate with Germany. War broke out, and
Poland was destroyed. The great Murray Rothbard tells us what happened:

“And as a direct result, Poland was destroyed. Hitler's ‘demands’ on the Poles were
almost non-existent; as Taylor points out, the Weimar Republic would have scorned the
terms as a sell-out of vital German interests. Hitler at most wanted a ‘corridor through
the Corridor’ and the return of heavily-German (and pro-German) Danzig; in return for
which he would guarantee the rest. Poland resolutely refused to yield’ one inch of Polish
soil,” and refused even to negotiate with the Germans, and this down to the last
minute.”

Murray draws an important lesson from what happened then. This lesson provides the key to
keeping us out of a nuclear war today. And of course a nuclear war would destroy the world.
Here is what Murray says:

“[Polish Foreign Minister J6zef] Beck clearly knew that Britain and France could not
actually save Poland from attack. He relied to the end on those great shibboleths of all
‘hard-liners’ and other ‘crackpot realists’ everywhere: X is ‘bluffing’; X will back down if
met by toughness, resolution, and the resolve not to give an inch. (Just as in the case of
Finland, when the ‘X is bluffing’ line of the hard-liners is shown to be sheer absurdity,
and X has already attacked, the ‘hard-liner’ turns, self-contradictorily, to the dictum
that not ‘one inch of sacred soil” will be given up, no peace while the enemy is on our
soil, etc., which completes the ruin of the country by its ‘hard-line’ rulers. This is what
Beck did to Poland.) As Taylor shows, Hitler had originally not the slightest intention to
invade or conquer Poland; instead, Danzig and other minor rectifications would be
gotten out of the way, and then Poland would be a comfortable ally, perhaps for an
eventual invasion of Soviet Russia. But Beck’s irrational toughness blocked the path.”

Now we have the background we need to understand what’'s going on today. Russia is
surrounded by a hostile NATO alliance. The propagandists for brain-dead Biden like to say
that Putin had Ukraine surrounded. But in fact, the US and its NATO satellites had Russia
surrounded. In the years before the current crisis, we had ample opportunity to reach a
compromise settlement. Instead, we kept the option of membership in NATO open to
Ukraine and overthrew a Ukrainian President who was pro-Russian. “At the Kremlin. . . in a
speech in November 2021] Putin drew his red line:

‘The threat on our western borders is ... rising, as we have said multiple times. ... In our
dialogue with the United States and its allies, we will insist on developing concrete
agreements prohibiting any further eastward expansion of NATO and the placement
there of weapons systems in the immediate vicinity of Russian territory.’

A story in The New York Times exposes what brain-dead Biden and the gang of neo-cons
that controls him have in store for us. According to an item that was published April 26,

“When Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin Ill declared Monday at the end of a stealth visit
to Ukraine that America’s goal is to see Russia so ‘weakened’ that it would no longer
have the power to invade a neighboring state, he was acknowledging a transformation
of the conflict, from a battle over control of Ukraine to one that pits Washington more
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directly against Moscow. . . in word and deed, the United States has been gradually
pushing in the direction of undercutting the Russian military.

It has imposed sanctions that were explicitly designed to stop Russia’s military from
developing and manufacturing new weapons. It has worked — with mixed success — to
cut off the oil and gas revenues that drive its war machine. . . over the longer term, Mr.
Austin’s description of America’s strategic goal is bound to reinforce President Vladimir
V. Putin’s oft-stated belief that the war is really about the West’'s desire to choke off
Russian power and destabilize his government. And by casting the American goal as a
weakened Russian military, Mr. Austin and others in the Biden administration are
becoming more explicit about the future they see: years of continuous contest for
power and influence with Moscow that in some ways resembles what President John F.
Kennedy termed the ‘long twilight struggle’ of the Cold War.

Mr. Austin’s comments, bolstered by statements by Secretary of State Antony ).
Blinken about the various ways in which Mr. Putin has ‘already lost’ in the struggle
over Ukraine, reflect a decision made by the Biden administration and its closest allies,
several officials said on Monday, to talk more openly and optimistically about the
possibility of Ukrainian victory in the next few months as the battle moves to the
Russian-speaking south and east, where Mr. Putin’s military should, in theory, have an
advantage.

At a moment when American intelligence officials are reporting that Mr. Putin thinks he
is winning the war, the strategy is to drive home the narrative that Russia’s military
adventure will be ruinous, and that it is a conflict Mr. Putin cannot afford to sustain.”

Let’s make sure we understand this. Critics of US policy have pointed out for a long time
that America has surrounded Russia with nuclear bases. It helped overthrow a pro-Russian
government in the Ukraine. Naturally, this made Putin nervous. He does not want an
invasion of Russia though the Ukraine, as happened in World War Il, when Russia lost
millions of lives. Now, the brain dead Biden gang of neocons is saying to Putin, “You are
exactly right! We do want to degrade Russia to a minor power and use the Ukraine as a
base for attack!”

Nothing could be more certain to lead to nuclear disaster. The Russians warn us about this
A story in The Guardian says:

“Russia’s foreign minister has accused Nato of fighting a proxy war by supplying
military aid to Ukraine, as defence ministers gathered in Germany for US-hosted talks
on supporting Ukraine through what one US general called a ‘very critical’ few weeks.

Sergei Lavrov told Russian state media: ‘Nato, in essence, is engaged in a war with
Russia through a proxy and is arming that proxy. War means war.’

He also warned that the risks of nuclear conflict were now ‘considerable’. . . When
asked about the importance of avoiding a third world war, Lavrov said: ‘I would not
want to elevate those risks artificially. Many would like that. The danger is serious, real.
And we must not underestimate it.””

If it weren’t for the US arms shipments to the Ukraine, Russia and the Ukraine would quickly
arrange a settlement that would protect Russia’s security interests. Those in control know
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this, but they don’t want a peaceful settlement along these lines. They want to rule the
world. They don’t want countries that reject US supremacy to have a role in the world.

“Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley told CNN’s Jim Sciutto on
Tuesday that the entire ‘global international security order’ put in place after World War
[l is at stake if Russia gets away ‘cost-free’ following its invasion of Ukraine. . . ‘What'’s
at stake is the global international security order that was put in place in 1945. That
international order has lasted 78 years. . . Milley’s warning about the potential global
implications of Russia’s actions in Ukraine also underscores the current sense of
urgency felt by the US and its allies as the war enters what they say is a critical
juncture.. . Shortly after Milley’s interview, [Defense Secretary]Austin also stressed the
importance of moving quickly to provide Ukraine with the military aid it needs, saying
during a news conference that the US and other allies and partners ‘don’t have any
time to waste’ when it comes to providing crucial assistance to counter Russia as their
invasion continues.

‘We don’t have any time to waste. The briefings today laid out clearly why the coming
weeks will be so crucial for Ukraine, so we’ve got to move at the speed of war. . . Austin
also said that he thought Ukraine ‘will seek to once again apply to become a member of
NATO in the future.””

Is there anything we can do to de-escalate the situation? The greatest Congressman in
American history, Dr. Ron Paul, whom we are here today to honor, has the answer. America
should end its encirclement of Russia and disband NATO. Let’s look at his vital
message to us: “When the Bush Administration announced in 2008 that Ukraine and Georgia
would be eligible for NATO membership, | knew it was a terrible idea. Nearly two decades
after the end of both the Warsaw Pact and the Cold War, expanding NATO made no sense.
NATO itself made no sense.

Explaining my ‘no’ vote on a bill to endorse the expansion, | said at the time:

NATO is an organization whose purpose ended with the end of its Warsaw Pact
adversary... This current round of NATO expansion is a political reward to governments
in Georgia and Ukraine that came to power as a result of US-supported revolutions, the
so-called Orange Revolution and Rose Revolution.

Providing US military guarantees to Ukraine and Georgia can only further strain our
military. This NATO expansion may well involve the US military in conflicts unrelated to
our national interest...

Unfortunately,. . . , my fears have come true. One does not need to approve of Russia’s
military actions to analyze its stated motivation: NATO membership for Ukraine was a red
line it was not willing to see crossed. As we find ourselves at risk of a terrible escalation, we
should remind ourselves that it didn’'t have to happen this way. There was no advantage to
the United States to expand and threaten to expand NATO to Russia’s doorstep. There is no
way to argue that we are any safer for it.

NATO itself was a huge mistake. . . | believe as strongly today as | did back in my 2008
House Floor speech that, ‘NATO should be disbanded, not expanded.’ In the meantime,
expansion should be off the table. The risks do not outweigh the benefits!”
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The saddest part of this whole manufactured crisis is that it should make absolutely no
difference to us whether Russia controls Ukraine. How is that a threat to the United States?
Whatever Biden and his neocon advisers say, America should stay out of conflicts that are
none of our business. As usual, Murray Rothbard put it best. “In the context of the 1980
Afghan war, he quoted Canon Sydney Smith - a great classical liberal in early 19th century
England who wrote to his warmongering Prime Minister, thus: “For God’s sake, do not drag
me into another war!

I am worn down, and worn out, with crusading and defending Europe, and protecting
mankind; | must think a little of myself.

I am sorry for the Spaniards - | am sorry for the Greeks - | deplore the fate of the Jews;
the people of the Sandwich Islands are groaning under the most detestable tyranny;
Baghdad is oppressed, | do not like the present state of the Delta; Tibet is not
comfortable. Am | to fight for all these people?

The world is bursting with sin and sorrow. Am | to be champion of the Decalogue, and to
be eternally raising fleets and armies to make all men good and happy?

We have just done saving Europe, and | am afraid the consequence will be, that we
shall cut each other’s throats. No war, dear Lady Grey! - No eloquence; but apathy,
selfishness, common sense, arithmetic!”

The same people who imposed Covid-tyranny on us now want us to risk war with Russia.
Let’s stop them before it's too late.
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