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More than 83 percent of the qualified voters of Crimea recently participated in a referendum
to rejoin Russia. And of that number well over 93 percent voted to separate themselves
from Ukraine and once more become a part  of  Russia,  in what was a massively one-
sided victory .

What should be kept in mind is that Crimea would never have pursued such an action, and
Russia would never had been receptive to such a course, were it not that Ukraine was in the
grip of disruptive forces that were driving toward “regime change.”

“Regime change” is  a  form of  action designed to  make it  impossible  for  the existing
government to govern. We have seen this organized chaos and endless disruption in various
other  countries.  Well  organized  groups  are  financed  and  equipped  by  outside  western
interests. Ultra-nationalists and mercenaries take hold of the protesting crowds and set the
direction and pace of action, secure in the knowledge that they have the global reach of the
western  powers  at  their  backs.  The most  retrogressive  among them in  Kiev  launched
slanderous attacks against Jews, Negroes, Chinese, Muscovites, and–of course–Communists.

In Ukraine, crypto-fascist groups like Svoboda, the Right Sector, and others have had ample
funds to keep thousands of people fed and comfortable on the streets of Kiev for weeks,
complete  with  well-made  marching  flags,  symbols,  and  signs  in  various  languages.
Meanwhile the western media report everything the way the White House wants. And the
“protestors” perpetrate acts of disruption, violence, and terror.

This disruption is something we have seen in numerous other countries—at this very time
from Venezuela to Thailand. The goal of these western-financed attacks has been to make
the world safe for the 1%, the global super rich. Ukraine citizens who think they are fighting
for democracy will eventually discover that they are really serving the western plutocracy.
They will be left with a new government filled with old intentions. Ukrainians will end up with
nothing to show for their efforts except a still more depressed and more corrupt economy,
an enormous IMF debt, a worsening of social services, and an empty “democracy,” led by
corrupt opportunists like Tymoshenko.

Russia has stepped in on behalf of Russian Crimea. So Russia is now maligned by the
western  global  plutocrats  who  seek  ways  to  put  Moscow in  isolated  retreat.  Putin  is
denounced and demonized at every opportunity. Has anyone in the U.S. media ever read
Putin’s speeches? They are so much more clear and sane than the lies put out by Obama (as
in Obama’s recent Brussels speech about how the U.S. has saved and democratized Iraq).
The intent is to encircle and reduce Russia to a frightened satellite. But that is much easier
said than done. Obama has very few tricks and trumps left to play.
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Michael Parenti is an internationally known author. His most recent books include: The Face
of Imperialism and Waiting for Yesterday (an ethnic memoir).
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