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Rabbis for Human Rights in Solidarity with Bedouin
Community, Celebrate Sukkot at Khan al-Ahmar
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Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) announced on that they have set up sukkah’s, which are
temporary tents constructed for use during the week-long Jewish holiday of Sukkot, in the
Bedouin village of Khan al-Ahmar, east of Jerusalem.

RHR decided to set up sukkah’s at the Bedouin village to celebrate the Jewish holiday of
Sukkot, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles, to show solidarity with the residents and as
a protest against Israel’s planned demolition of the village.

RHR said, in a statement,

“We will express solidarity with our Bedouin brothers and we will live as they
do for a little bit. We will remember that our forefathers lived as free human
beings for 40 years in the Sinai Desert.”

“We will sit during Sukkot in the Judean Desert during the seven days of the
holiday.  We  will  live  a  life  of  confidence  in  our  temporary  quarters,  together
with members of the Jahalin tribe, who have been living in this vulnerable
situation for years.”

RHR joins local and international activists along with residents of Khan al-Ahmar, who have
started an open sit-in at the village, protesting the Israeli  High Court’s approval of the
demolition at the beginning of the month.

Since  July,  Khan  al-Ahmar  has  been  under  threat  of  demolition  by  Israeli  forces;  the
demolition would leave more than 35 Palestinian families displaced, as part of an Israeli plan
to expand the nearby illegal Israeli settlement of Kfar Adummim.

Although international humanitarian law prohibits the demolition of the village and illegal
confiscation of  private  property,  Israeli  forces  continue their  planned expansion by forcing
evictions and violating basic human rights of the people.

Israel has been constantly trying to uproot Bedouin communities from the east of Jerusalem
area to allow settlement expansion in the area, which would later turn the entire eastern
part of the West Bank into a settlement zone.
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