Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Putin’s Warning: There is no Instrument in
International Law That Prevents the Occurrence of
“Mutually Assured Destruction” (MAD). “Who Will
Push the Button”

By Pres. Vladimir Putin Region: Russia and FSU
Global Research, October 25, 2016 Theme: Militarization and WMD
Fort Russ 25 July 2016 In-depth Report: Nuclear War

The video below highlights President Vladimir Putin’s keynote presentation at the St
Petersburg International Economic Forum, June 2016, including his conversations with
members of the media.

Putin reviews the confrontation between Washington and Moscow and highlights the real
dangers of nuclear war.

“Today, there is no instrument in international law that prevents the possibility of
mutually assured destruction. Putin has been sending out warnings for over 10 years -
all of which fell on deaf ears.”

English sub-titles and analysis (below): our thanks to Fort Russ

Nobody has anything to gain from a nuclear stand-off against Russia. The power hungry
decision-makers are few in number, but powerful enough to have subverted mainstream
media to misrepresent Russia as the main threat to international security.

Back in 2007, Putin informed the Western world that Russia will develop its weaponry to
counter US advances. This was said in response to the US missile defense system that was
starting to be developed at the time (previously prohibited in international law.)

With the NATO missile defense system on Russia’s doorstep - the threat to international
security is very real; not that you would know it via mainstream Murdoch media.

In 2002, the United States unilaterally and without consultation, withdrew from the
landmark Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty. President George W. Bush noted that the treaty
is “now behind us,” describing the ABM Treaty as a Cold War relic.

Signed in 1972, the ABM Treaty barred both the US and the USSR from deploying national
defenses against long-range ballistic missiles. The treaty was based on the premise that if
either superpower constructed a strategic defense, the other would build up its offensive
nuclear forces to offset the defense.

The superpowers would therefore quickly be put on a path toward a never-ending offensive-
defensive arms race, as each tried to balance its counterpart’s actions. Until Bush took
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office, the Treaty was referred to as a “cornerstone of strategic stability” because it
facilitated later agreements, reducing U.S. and Russian strategic nuclear arsenals.

The US, assuming that a weakened Russia will never again be in a position to counter US
hegemonic power, proceeded to encroach on Russia’s borders through its manipulation of
NATO objectives.

Today, there is no instrument in international law that prevents the possibility of mutually
assured destruction. Putin has been sending out warnings for over 10 years - all of which fell
on deaf ears.

Who will push the button first?
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