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Protect Immigrants’ Rights; End the Crises that
Drive Migration
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Civil Rights

The ugliness of US immigration policy is once again evident. There is national outrage that
separating  children,  often  infants,  from their  parents  is  wrong.  There  is  also  national
consensus (nine out of ten people in the US) that people brought here by their parents, the
Dreamers, should not be forced out of the country as adults.

The highly restrictive, dysfunctional immigration system in the United States serves the
interests of   big business and US Empire.  Investors can cross borders to find workers who
will  accept  slave-labor  wages  and  dangerous  environments,  but  workers  cannot  cross
borders to find better wages and safety.

US-pushed corporate trade agreements serve the interests of transnational corporations,
allowing them to legally take advantage of cheap labor and to steal natural resources, but
workers cannot cross borders  when their economy is destroyed or their communities are
poisoned.

US militarism and regime change cross borders to replace governments that are working to
improve the lives and autonomy of their people and install authoritarian governments, but
people who are facing the terrorism of US-supported security states cannot cross the border
to find refuge.

The violence of the drug trade that serves US consumers creates mafia and gang violence in
other countries, but people who live with the violence of drug gangsterism cannot cross
borders to escape.

Separating Children From Their Parents

President Donald Trump claims he hates to have to separate children from their families
at the border and that he is merely enforcing a law passed by the Democrats.

Separating families at the Border is the fault of bad legislation passed by the
Democrats. Border Security laws should be changed but the Dems can’t get
their act together! Started the Wall.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) June 5, 2018

This is a false description of why children are separated from their parents.
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The  reason  for  the  separation  is  that  the  Trump administration  has  decided  on  zero
tolerance  criminal  enforcement  of  immigration  laws.   A  1997  court  settlement  in
Flores  barred  children  from  being  imprisoned  with  their  parents.  In  2014,  President
Obama put hundreds of families in immigration detention but federal courts stopped them
from holding families for months without trial, resulting in the release of families to return
for trial. Trump has taken the approach of arresting the parents and holding the children.

The Department of Health and Human Services, which is responsible for taking care of
“unaccompanied  alien  children,”  the  label  put  on  these  youth,  already  has  11,000
immigrants under the age of 18 in its custody who haven’t yet been placed with relatives or
other sponsors. Under the new Trump policy, 2,000 children have been separated from their
parents in just six weeks.  These youth are held in tent cities and warehouse jails, which
could fairly be called prison camps.

This is resulting in heartbreaking stories. A man from Honduras, where the US supported a
coup, Marco Antonio Muñoz, killed himself in a detention cell after his 3-year-old son was
taken. CNN reports agents ripped a Honduran  woman’s infant daughter from her arms while
she was breastfeeding. The New York Times reported on one child, referred to only as José,
also  from Honduras,  who refused to  take a  shower  or  change his  clothes after  being
separated from his parents as he didn’t want anything else taken away from him.

The American Academy of  Pediatrics  says  separation  will  cause “irreparable  harm” to
children. While Jeff Sessions and Sarah Huckabee Sanders have used the bible to justify
the policy, there is a revolt among Trump’s religious base.  The Chicago Tribune reports

“The Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, who delivered a prayer at Trump’s inauguration,
signed a letter calling the practice ‘horrible.’ Pastor Franklin Graham … a vocal
supporter of the president’s who has brushed aside past Trump controversies,
called it ‘terrible’ and ‘disgraceful.’”

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention, described “a groundswell of opposition from virtually every corner of the
Christian community.” The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Southern Baptist
Convention issued statements critical of the practice. Even Evangelical Trump supporters
are speaking out against it.

Separating children from their parents is justified as a deterrent to convince people not to
attempt to cross the border, but it has not worked. The children are also a bargaining chip.
Trump will  not change the policy unless Congress agrees to his immigration demands,
including the border wall, tightening the rules for border enforcement and curbing legal
entry. In turn, the Democrats are using child separation as a tool for the 2018 election. Both
parties are holding immigrant children hostage for their agendas.
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A group of students lead the larger crowd that turned out and showed up in support of Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) at Acacia Park and ended their rally at the office of Cory Gardner on

Tuesday September 5, 2017 in Colorado Springs, Colorado. (Photo by Dougal Brownlie, The Gazette).

Immigrant Youth Brought to the US by their Parents

Immigrant youth are also being used by Trump to force negotiation for tougher immigration
policies and by Democrats for the 2018 election.

Trump’s repeal of policies protecting youth brought to the US by their parents has resulted
in outrage and national consensus that these youth should not be punished. A CBS News
poll found 87 percent believe the Dreamers should be allowed to remain in the US.

Dysfunction in Congress and an obstinate White House have left these youth in limbo-risk.
Obama allowed certain immigrant youth brought to the U.S. without documents as children
to live and work here without fear of deportation. Trump reversed that, announcing he
would  rescind  the  program,  and  gave  Congress  six  months  to  find  a  legislative  fix.  His
rescission  has  been  blocked  by  a  federal  court.

President Trump sent mixed signals last week. First he said he would veto a bill that would
protect Dreamers from deportation, then the White House reversed that statement saying
Trump had misunderstood the question and would sign the legislation passed by Congress.
People  in  both  Chambers  are  trying  to  find  a  way  forward,  but  sensible  immigration  laws
have lots of barriers to overcome.
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Rallies Call For Immigrant Rights Persist

Across the country there have been rallies for immigrant rights. Groups like Mijente and the
Cosecha Movement are doing strong organizing for permanent protection for all immigrants.
Last week, actions were focused on the issue of separating parents from their children.

hate has no home here // #FamilesBelongTogether @ the roosevelt bridge,
stuart, fl pic.twitter.com/TA4IsrBSue

— lauren (@laurenpineiro) June 14, 2018

#FamilesBelongTogether  Brooklyn  unites  to  fight  family  separation
pic.twitter.com/IgfSRfgyeW

— Pablo Gutierrez (@PablogtzT47) June 14, 2018

Word. #FamilesBelongTogether pic.twitter.com/iT9BrRK5uE

— ?️?Abby Spice, ? Mama?️? (@clapifyoulikeme) June 14, 2018

More  great  photos  from  our  actions  yesterday  #FamilesBelongTogether
pic.twitter.com/88bOQFyWWQ

— Families Belong Together (@familiesbelong) June 15, 2018

Every media network needs to be focused on children being taken from their
parents at the border & the children who are being detained as prisoners for
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crossing the border alone

This is a humanitarian CRISIS of historic proportions#FamilesBelongTogether
#ThursdayMotivation pic.twitter.com/zXJ4Hevv2v

— Mara McEwin (@maramcewin) June 14, 2018

These types of immigration policies have existed for multiple administrations. Trump has not
come close to Obama’s record level of deportations. From 2009 to 2016, Obama oversaw
the forcible removal of more than 3 million undocumented immigrants. ICE under Obama
averaged 309,887 arrests  per  year  from 2009-2012,  while  ICE under  Trump averaged
139,553 in 2017. Obama set records between 2008 and 2014 for the number of people
arrested and placed in deportation proceedings.

Remember  that  there  were  multiple  mass  protests  against  Obama  on  immigration
throughout the country. Protesters blocked traffic around the White House highlighting how
“Obama deports parents.” Obama did not use the harsh anti-immigrant rhetoric of Trump,
but he had strong enforcement policies against immigrants.

Immigration, as we noted at the outset, is tied into issues of corporate trade agreements,
regime change, US Empire, the drug war and capitalism. These issues are forcing a race to
the bottom for worker rights and wages and destruction of the environment. They are
driving a growing security state, militarization of law enforcement and mass incarceration.
Border patrols lock people into countries where they face poverty, pollution and violence
with little chance of escape.

Immigrants are the scapegoats, but it is the systems that are driving migration. Most people
would  prefer  to  remain  in  their  home  countries  where  they  have  roots,  family  and
communities. Extreme conditions drive people to abandon everything and endure harsh and
dangerous travel in hope of finding safety and the means of survival.

This is typical divide and conquer – encouraging us to blame each other and fight while the
wealth of the elites expands. We are all hurt by the systems and crises that drive mass
migration. This includes climate change as well.

While we take immediate action to protect immigrant children and families, let’s also speak
out about the connections between migration and the many crises we face. We need to
educate those who are being misled into blaming immigrants for the conditions that force
them to leave their homes.

We must  work  in  solidarity  to  create  democratized  economic  systems,  demand  trade
agreements that strengthen worker rights and protection of the environment and transition
to a clean energy economy and a foreign policy that respects the autonomy of peoples while
we also end racist systems, militarism, imperialism and mass incarceration.

*

Kevin Zeese and Margaret Flowers co-direct Popular Resistance where this article was
originally published.

All images in this article are from the authors unless otherwise stated. Featured image is by Susan
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