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The Voice of America reports that on Thursday, Trump met with US military leaders to
discuss Iran and North Korea, then staged a photo opportunity with them. He asked the
journalists,

“You guys know what this represents? . . . Maybe it's the calm before the
storm.”

What storm?

“You'll find out.”

Trump has menaced North Korea with “fire and fury” and is now said to be determined to
decertify Iran on compliance with the nuclear deal (the International Atomic Energy Agency,
which inspects Iran’s nuclear facilities, says Iran is in compliance).

Trump is a blowhard and you can’t pay too much attention to his bluster or you’'d never get
any sleep.

But what is worrying is that Trump’s poll numbers are cratering in a way unprecedented for
any modern president, as a just-released Associated Press poll makes clear:

Please indicate how well each of the following words or phrases describes

Donald Trump.
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In March, 42 percent of respondents approved of Trump’s handling of his job.
In late September, only 32 percent said they approved of Trump’s job performance.

67 percent or over 2/3 say they disapprove. Let’s just underline that a 2/3 majority is
required in Congress to impeach a president.

Even among Republicans, his approval numbers fell from 80 percent last spring to 67
percent today. (Two-thirds of Republicans apparently wouldn’t care if Bozo the Clown was
president as long as he said he was a Republican).

The conjuncture of these two pieces of news- Trump making cryptic but dire threats and
Trump’s astonishing unpopularity-creates the threat of a wag the dog scenario.

Americans rally around the flag when the US goes to war, and presidents know this. The
1997 dark comedy film directed by Barry Levinson, “Wag the Dog,” gave its name to this
strategy (in the movie, a phony war with Albania is used as a means of distracting the public
from a candidate’s sex scandal).

George W. Bush was widely viewed as a buffoon before 9/11 and the Iraq War, and only in
2006 did the buffoon image return to some extent. The war likely saved his presidency, and
that may be one of the reasons Bush launched it.

Trump is having the kind of fall from grace politically that typically tempts presidents into
some sort of military action.

And that is why we should take his “calm before the storm” threat seriously.

The original source of this article is Informed Comment
Copyright © Prof. Juan Cole, Informed Comment, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Prof. Juan Cole

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.juancole.com/2017/10/plummeting-polls-trump.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/juan-cole
https://www.juancole.com/2017/10/plummeting-polls-trump.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/juan-cole
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

